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Found to be tranſcendently the Beſt. 
WHEREIN | 


Both are Characterized by their 


DESIRES and DELIGHTS); 


And this clearly evinced, 


That the Godly Man 1s the only happy Alan 

even in this World. 
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=R He Palms are noted to have this pe- 
h ty culiar Excellency in them, that they 
| (Sa .are the experimental breathings of a 
BS) gracious heart, exerciſed _ Va- 
] rious temptations; fo that what us do- 
Brinall, and inthe Idea delivered in other places 
of the Scripture," is here praflically, and in Subje- 
| ho, viſt ibly expreſſed : ſo that none can underſtand 
| them, unleſs be bring the ſame ſpirit with him ," that 
' breathed in David, while he compoſed them, Tha 
| » Davids ſpiritnal Harp, driving away all the evil 
Þ and malignant affettions, that may at any times riſe 
 upin us, That Portical one of Orpheus, though 
a to tame Bea#ts, is not comparable tothis. Now 
as face anſwereth face, fodeth the heart of 4 godly 
man anſwer Davids in' his reſpeftive aponies of his 
ſoul; ' when grace worketh, when corruption work- 
 eth, be doth obſerve by the like tranſattions in hi'own 
foul. Among other particulars, 1have jelefted this 
| 4* Pſalm tn the three laft-verſes to diſcourſe npon, 
| | ; Fire therein u declared, What n the choice of -4.> 
Þ# natural man, what ahi ſummuri- bonum,. and 
1 what of 4 godly man, wherein 1 am more large; jo 
F. 42 >; ' that. 
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To the Reader. j 
that an heavenly heart, and the enjoyment of the 
light of Gods countenanceis chiefly the Subjeof the 
Treatiſe; ſublime and high matter comparatively to? 
our dull, lumpiſh and heavy hearts, For this end: 
doth God many times exerciſe bis people with -ſad 
temptations, that they may experimentally ſay,Gods 
loving kindneſs is better than lifes For Job and® 
matiy.athers have lived, .yet deſired death. The, 
damnedin Hell live, yet annihilation would be wel? 
come to them. 'S9 that he only liveth, who enjoyeth | 
the favour of God. As for the greateit worldly plea-? 
fares, they are but like the fancies of diſlirafted men, } 
Sothat as ſome who have perſwaded themſelves in ſuck 
pleafmg delights, and apprehending themſelves mas ; 
fteri'of ſuch great revenews, when cured of thi des? 
lirium:by Phy{ccians, have been difpleaſed thereat;; 
ſaying, they never enjoyed\abetter time, then undex? 
thoſe deluded imaginations, Such a folly and dreamt” 
doth poſſeſſe allnatural men, while deſtitute of the} 
light of Gods countenance,they are unwilling to be aa" 
wakenedout of this dream,and tobe cured , thas fol. 
ly, But with David,we call upon thee,to taſte and 
ſee how good God is, and then thou wilt cry out ' 
with Auſtin,Sero.te amavi Domune,evenmonrn, 
becauſe thou waſt not acquainted with him any ſooner, 
And that thou mayeſt be quickned up hereunto, be di. 
ligent in meditating of-tbeſe holy Palms; wherein is © 
contained flamnigera T heologia ; for hereby thou 
wilt find thy ſelf as it were in. Eliahs fiery Chariot | 
carried up to Heaven, | "A 
March 18. 1658, 
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SHEWING 


That no unregenerate Man can aſcend 
any higher in his Choice and Defires, 
then the Creature. 
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Pſalm 4. 6. 


There be many that ſay, Who mull ſbew us any 
good ? 


He Divine Pſalmift , at the ſecond Verſe, doth in a 
pathetical manner, reprove all his ungodly Enemies, 
JE NX who were alſo Enemies to God and his Church , as 
» $YQ well as to him; and his Reproof is full of Rea- 
VD FI ſonings. As 
I.Thart all the earthly good and advantage they ſeek 
after, is a v4»ity, it's a dye: They will never find it 
to be that to them which they expet#: They are but a 
78 adow, which is »igram nihil, a black nothing, 
— SY 2. Their atterprs againſt the godly, will be fru- 
ſtrated, for God ſetteth apart the godly man for himſelf: This .is his Treaſare, 
this is his Apple of his eye , which he will certainly defend. Thereupon he exhorts 
them co Repetitarice, which is accompliſhed, by communing With their own bearts 
- on their beds, They are to take the ſolemneft and moſt ſerious time to conſider 
of their waies; for all their wickednetſe was committed for want of conſiders 
tiow. Intellefins copitabundaw, is prineipium omnis bon, Oh conſider this ye that 
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This Repentance preſuppoſed, he pre(erb wo Duties, |; 

1. To offer the Sacrifices of righteouſneſſe ; To be diligent in the Worſhip and 
Ordinances of God : and that with an holy and godly cleanfing of their hives 
from all impiety. | 

2. To pat their truſt in the Lord, Even Bellarmine on this place, conftcflech 
this is added, T hat they might not preſume in their own Works, or in their beſt re- 
ligiom performances , but muſt reſt thiir ſouls Wholly on the grace of God in 
 Cirift. 

< the Plalmift, having given this ſpiritual counſel, he informeth us of 
two d:fferent d:Fpoſitions, or ewo ſorts of men : For although there be various 
Interpretations and conjectures about the place, yet I pitch on chat as moſt 

enuine.. | | 
: The firftis, The Natural and Carnal diſpoſition Which 1s 1n the ſpirit of every 
unregenerate man ; Who Will ſhew # any good ? They diſpiſe tie counſell given ; 
they chink chat theſe religious duties, are for no good at all ; thereiore they ma« 
nifeft their deſires after ſome terrene and worldly happineſle, 

Secondly, There # the Charcitar of a gracions and regenerate man; Lord lift 
thew up the light of thy countenance upon xs. Thus this text, like Rebecca's 
Womb, hath a prophane E/:« , who eftecmed a morlſell of meat above his 
Birchright, and a holy «cob firiving within it. 

I ſhall begin with the firſt, wherein you have repreſeated, What i the hearts 
Wiſh, and ſouls deſire of every man, till {autified; even to gono higher, then to 
have happineſſe in the enjoyment of ſome creature, and not.God himſelf, $0 
that in che former pare, you may obſerve, | 

1. The »«xber of choſe who have this diftempered palate, waxy; even every 
man, till by Regeneration, he is enabled to /et his affetions on things above. 

2. Their ardent affeftwon, They ſay ; that is, both internally,in cheir affeRions 
and deſires, as the fool ſaid, There x »o God; andallo with the congue cxcer- 
nally, manifeſting this corrupt heart within. : 

3. Tvereis the obje&# which their whole heart is carried out anto, To ſtew 
any good; that is, any good or content of the creature : For, it's ſpoken op- 

poſicely to God, asappcareth by the words following. They do , as ic were, 
defire the Devils offer, which he made to Chriſt, Thar the glory of the World 
might be ſhewed them ; and they will worſhip the Devil, and commic any ſinne, 
that they mightenjoy it. Andalthough it's true, that the things of this world 
are but a ſew, the Deyil doth bur Gewthe worlds glory ; yet ro ſbew here, isto 
* give to enjoy ; to make them to partake of it. As P/al. 60.3. T how haft ſhewed 
thy people hard things : which was the making of them to drink the Wine 
of attoniſhment. Even as to ſee Heaven, to ſee death, is to partake of 


chem. Obſerve, 


That no Natural or Unregenerate Man, 
can lift up hu heart any higher, then unto 4 
worldly Happineſſe and. content in the Creature, 


When you havein the moft powerfull and moving manner, diſcovered ſpiri- 
tual duties, and the neceſſity of Converſion to God, yet they matter it not; 
they will ſay, #/ho will ſhew #4 any good? That as itis with the Swine, though 
Peartes and precious Flowers be thrown unto her, yet ſhe trampleth them 
under 
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The Godly Mans Choice_s 


thei. 
politions. 


Auſtin ſpeaks of, one Who brilds up Babylon, and the other Who bmiids np Jeruſa- 
lem. Lhat the one doth frus w1erdrs, and mts fruendzs, but theother is ciean 
contrary. The whole world confifts of two ſorts of men, the one who are 
of the world, the other, though in the world, yernot of it. As fobn 17. Be- 
lievers are ſaid to be gives to Chrift , owt of the world. As a man may bein 
England,who is not yet an Engliſh-man ; he cannot ſpeak the language, he can- 
not conform to the cuſtom and manners of che Nation. Thus'itis here ; the 
godly, they are indeed in the world, and are of it alſo in reſpect of natural pro» 
pagation, bur not by divine Regeneration, As the Fowles, though at firſt God 
created then) out of the waters, yet they fly up mto the Heavens, and delighr 


to be ſoaring in theair. Thus it is with the Regenerate man ; he1s now made 
a new ereature, o/d things are paſt away, and his affetions are ſet upon things a- 
bove : This earth is turned into fire. But the wicked man, he like our body of 
the earth, is earthly ; even his very ſoul is in a ſpiritual fenſe ſo, and their 
lovero the creature, is the predominant quality, and ſo like a ſtone he falls into 
this cefter. Now A#ſti» of old, did fully exprefle the contrary inclination 
of theſe two : That the wicked man doth fri atenas ; thatis, he doth enjoy 
as his utmoſt end, and terminaceth his appetite in ſuch things as his utmoſt tap- 
pineſſe, which only he is to uſe as meanesto a further end. As if the //raebie 
ſhould have made the Wilderneſſe inftead of the Land of Canaan to him. 
This is the crooked and perverſe inclination of the ſou}, whoily contrary to that 
Image of God, which man was made in. So. that the very Heathens could ob- 
ſerve, that though God made man with a countenance c4/::m:que txers, yet they 
cried out, O carve in terris anime & celeftiym inanes : The body is upright, bur 
the ſoul is bowed down, like the bodies of beafts, like wormes and Serpents that 
crawle 'on the ground. 
ſeed, not only becauſe of enmity to the godly, but becauſe chey lick up, and 
live upon the duft of the earch, even upon earthly things. Every wicked man, 
he makes ſome creature or other to be as a God, and ſothe ultimate end to 

him, 

To clear the hainouſneſſe of this wretched temper, conſider 

Secondly, That all the good things, Which the creatures do afford unto s, they 
are but @ meanes tocarry 1 to a further end, They are but as the rounds of 
the Ladder, not to ftand upon, but thereby to aſcend higher, even to Heaven. 
So that as the world isa Glafſe, to repreſent the inviſibie Actribures of God, 
his Wiſdome, Goodnefſe, and Power ; thus all the comforts we can have by 
any creature, they are to be as ſo many memextee: that there isa better and more 
univerſal good, ard that we have the creatures'to uſe only , not to enjoy. 
Thus the Apoftle, 1 Cor.7. They that bay, as if they bought not ; they that uſe 
the world, as not abuſing it, Some expound abats, as it is ſometimes taken for 
valds uti : but howoſoever, he abuſeth it, that doth not uſe it, as if he »/edir 
z0t, with an holy weaned affetion fromit. Hencethen, to enjoy any creature, 
ſetting it in Gods room, in the heart, 1s a direct breach of that firſt Commande- 
metit, T hon ſhalt have 19 other gods beſides me. Andfor this reaſon, covetenſ- 
weſſe is called 1dolatry, Col. 3 5. Infomuch, that every-natural man , hath one 
thing or other , on which he commits Idolatry, and therefore doth as highly 
effend God, as he that worſhips ſtocks and ſtones, giving divine adoration re 
them. The Scripture cals that, The abominable-thing. Thus it is, when che 
heart of a man is fsſined upon any creature, as the ultimate ſcope and end of 
Aaa2 his 


under her feet, and defirech her draffe, and the loathſome mire ; fo it is with 
To bring this coal of fire into your boſome, let us conſider ſeveral Prco- 


Fuft, That herein lyeth the general Charatter of thoſe two Citizens Which 
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the godly and 
the wicked, 


And therefore the wicked are the Serpents - 
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The Godly Mans Chaice-- 
his defires.; -we may ſay to him, Oh do not this abomixable thing} Yea, this 
Idolatry is more dangerous, by how much it 1s the more ſecret and hidden in the 
heart. And as the Papiſts have invented a world of ſubtile diſtis&ions to 
make their Idolatry lawfull , no lefle ſubtile is the heart of man in this ſoui ]- 
dolarry. 

Thirdly, T ake notice that there us an higher and groſſer ſort of unnegenerate 
men, then happily thes expreſſion Will comprehend, ard that #s thoſe, Who make ſuch 
things 4s are formally and expreſsly evil, the good things they Would have ſuewed 
to them, Such areall groſſe and prophane finners, who live in the daily pra« 
| Rice of ſome loathſome finne : Thele are a degree higher in wickedneſle then 
” rhoſe in my text, (though they may be reduced to them ;) for bere the Pſalmiſt 

ſpeaks of ſuch things as are lawfull and good in themſelves. Honours, Wealth, 
humane greatneſſe, comfortable Relations, theſe are good things in themletves; 
and to ſay, Who will ſhew us them? in a mortifyed and ſubordinate manner to 


4 > 


= 
v2 
BE. 


had rather have them then Gods /ight of bis countenance, this demonſirateth 
impiety. Bur as for the prophane man, his appetite is more corrupted, for he 
E-- | calzevil things good ; he loveth thoſe things exceſlively, which he is not co 
I love at all. The other loveth Honey, but he eateth too much of it, and that 
kils him ; this eateth Poyſon, and feedeth of that,” one drop whereof is immedi- 
ately mortal. But to theſe, I ſhall not enlarge my elf. : 
Fourchly, Conſider this, That the Schoolmen do Well place in every finne, a 
4 two-fold refpet ; Thereis the Averſion from God, and the Converſeon to the 
creature. For ſeeing the ſoul cannot like the earth, hang upon nothing, bur ic 
muſt have ſome Object or other to ſatiate it ſelf with, if it hath not God, it 
hath the creature: Now, as ſoon as ever it turneth tothe creature, it turgeth 
its back upon God. I ſpeak of che ſinfulneſſe of man in this reſpet, that he 
turneth to theereature to0 much , leaving God. Now as there is this in our 
corruption, ſo in our Converſion or Regeneration, there is the clean contras 
ry; there is averſion from the creature, and converſion to God, It doth not 
only make a man caſt away his ſinnes, but alſo all creatures, ſo farre as they 
binder the love of God ; for now they are riſen With Chrif, And as if a worm 
ſhould be made a man, it would no more crawle and creep on the ground ; thug 
when a divine Nature, or a Nature from above, is beſtowed upon us. Not 
only love to ſinne, but love to Father, Mother, or life it ſelf R 
is inconſiſtent with the grace of . God in our hearts, when it's ex- 
By ceflive. 
En "SOINas Fifthly, It # acknowledged by all, "that there is imbred in a man, an appetite or 
= qefire tclicicy, defire after felicity and bappinefſe. This Ariſtotle and others , do abundantly 
= confirm. Man by nature, hath ſach a capacious heart, and the ſouls appetite 
is ſo vaſt, that it's more then the Hor/eleech, or the Grave, that fayeth al- 
waies, Give. The ſoul hath a Shro/, that is alwaies asking, and never fatiſ- 
fyed. Now then, if there were a good regulated deſire after this »/timte 
£%d, where ad in whom it was, this wereto beencouraged. If the meaning 
of theſe in my text, had been, Who will ſhew us that which is indeed the chiefeft 
and moſt reall good? they might have been encouraged , like thoſe that asked 
What they ſhonld do to be ſaved. But though there be in the generall, an ine 
clination to ſuch a bleſſedneſle, yet wofall and dreadfull is the miſapprebenſion 
and-blindneſle of all men naturally aþout jt ; ſo that miſtaking the- main end 
for which they came into the world, it's no wonder if ac laft they fall into the 
pit irrecoverably. There were above an hundred Opinions amongſt the 
Heathens, in Whet true Felicity did conſiſt ; but though ſome were not 10 
orofſe as others, yet all come ſhort of the true end: That knowing of the 
only true God,and Feſus Chriſt how he hath ſent, in the knewledg of Whom # > 
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God, had been no ſin:But when they come in competition withGods favour,they - 
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The Godly Mans Ghviges. 


ternal life, Neither are many Chriftians much better then the Heathens in this 
reſpe& : for although they know that God is the chiefeſt yood, in the enjoying of 
whow, through Chriſt, 1s only bleſſedneſſe; yer prattically, in reſpe of their 
hearts and lives, ſome place their happineſſe in Riches, ſome in Honowrs, and 
ſome in Pleaſures; and theſe ro whom David ſpeakshere, that did love wanity, 


' that cryed out for earthly comforts: they were nor Heathens defticute of the 


knowledge of the true Gaud, but ſuch who lived in the Church of //-eel,; ouly 
they were deſticute of the /«ut?ifying power of God Within. Theres then ace 
knowledged in all men , Jome innate appetite, whereby they would have a full 
and chief good, which might compleatly ſatiate.and fall the ſeul, 

Sixthly, The perſwaſion of What #5 the beſt goed, and Which ts chiefly to be deſi» 
red, u Wounderfully diverſifyed, according to the ſeveral snclinations , humours, 
and conditions of men. So that ſome place ut in-one rhing, and ſome in another : 
One ſaich, Give me this good, there is none like that ; Another faith, Give me 
chat good, there is none like chat, So that theſe many in the text, do notall 
deſire theſame ; yea, ene matters not thar, which another would go threugh 
fire and water to obtain. The vo/zptroms man, he doth not matter wealth or 
riches, let him enjoy his pleaſures, and he envyeth no rich worldlingy the 
earthly worldly man, he matters not honour and credit, er him ger riches, and 
he regards not a good Name. Poprlrume [ibilat, at mbi plauds, The Apoſtle 
is thought to bring all that an earthly heart can deſire, into theſe three beads, 
1 7oh.2.,15,16,17. For ſpeaking, there terribly againſt the diſpoſition.of theſe 
in my texr, that rhey ſhould net love the World, he brings an Argument from 
the contraries, T he lsve of the Father caunot be in ſuch ax one; They can be 
no more together, then Dagox and the 4rþ: The hand filled with dire and 
ſtones, cannot at the /awe time, be filled with preciows Pearles : He thet 
i joyned 20 the Lord , 45 6ne Spirit With him; and he that is Jjoyned to the 
earth, is "made earth withit. S5 terrags ,amas terra es, ſaid Auftin. And 
hereupon the Apoſtle giveth ſome examples and inftances of the things of 
this world, that are like 7ae/s milk to Sjſers, fairly inticing , but afrer- 
wards mortaſly wounding : and although ſome think there is not an exa& 
and full partition, yet others do judge, ſo. And by the luft of the fleſh, 
they underftand, all pleaſures and delights; by the /u# of the eye, all earthly 
and covetous defires, 4s Achan ſaw the abylowfh garment, and Wedge of 
gold, which made him ſinfully covet it ; and the pride of Jife, that is, all ambi- 
tion, all proud and high deſires after the great things of this worid. 


Hec tria pro trino whmine mugs babet. 
This is the worlds T7i»ity, and there is no man inordinately addifted to any 


* creature comfort, but it may be comprehended under one of theſe three heads. 


Now when the Apottle had given us an Inftance of theſe things, he giveth ano- 

ther Argument againſt immoderacy after them ; 7 hz World paſſeth away. They 

will rot in the grave, when holineſſe will abide for ever, x 
Seventhly, That the preferring of the creature above God, though it be the 


The perſwaſ- 
of whar is the ©. 


beſt goed. and 


which is chief- 
ly.to be deſi- © 

red,is wonder- 
fully diverſify» 
ed according ro 


the ſeveral in» © 


ciinations, hu» 
mours,' and. 

conditions of 
men. . 


How hardly 


finne of all wan-khind, and 4s large as Origmal fiune it ſelf , yet like that, it this fin la db 


is bardly diſcerned axd diſcovered. It's almoſt unperceivable;unleſſe we are en- 


{cerned,unrill 


lightned by Gods Spirit, when we ſet up the creature above him. It's true, a man be en= 
there is a grofſe maniſelt and palpable way, which is. ſeen in every covetous lightned by 
and ambitious, or laftfull.man : theſe do ſo.plainly make-either their belly their 6968 


god, or their gold their god, or their preferment their god, that all men can 
eaſily condemin them for it ; becauſe whar is.in their-heart, empties it ſelf into 
foal and ſhamefull prattifes. Bur then there is, the wewtal, and ſoul deifying 
of the creatures, when the heart is ſecretly ſtolen away , and doth inſenfibly 
depend on, or exceſlively love ſuch a thing ; and this is hardly co be diſcerned, 

NE 
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No doubt, bur the third kind of hearers, and ſo Demas, were farre from think- 
ing that they loved the world more then God, So thar as the nature and opes« 
rations of the ſoul arein their Phyſical confideration little known, much lefle 
in their Theological. Now although the tendencies of the ſou] may be various 
2nd multiforme , ſome to one Obje&t, ſome to another , yet /e/f is that 
oreat Diana, ſelf is the Belzebub ; all things in Religion, even God himſelf, 
is referred to /e/f, till a man be ſanRified. So that the heart being herein thus 
deſperately deceitfull, we are often and oftex ro commune With our own ſelves, 
whether /e/f be renounced, whether /e/f be ſubordinated to God; whether 
we can ſay as. Mephibeſheth to David, Ler Ziba take all, ſs that the Kirg be 
ſafe. Thus let honours, creatures, ſelf and ali periſh , ſo that God and 
Chriſt be exalted. Every man, even he that ſeemeth to be the beft, hath 
cauſe to ſeerch, whether he be yet above creatures, as well as ſinne. 


The Demonſtrations of this Truth, that no 
man Unregenerate, can aſcend any hicher , 
then to ſome earthly content and Happi- 


neſſe. 


All have lot And firſt, This will palpably evidence it , that every man by natare, hath 


the Imaze of left the Image of God, Which ovly did elevate man, and made hims qualified for the 


- 15g _ enjoyment of God, as his ſuitable Objeft. God made man after his Image, which 
orgy ca was righteouſnefſe and true hulineſſe: fo that ag he made a woman like man, for 
man to delight in, ſo man was made like God, to delight in him, Then Adam 
defired no orher good but God : While he continued, he was above the crea- 
tures in his affction, as well as in dominion. He that bad power given him to 
rule over all creatures, could alſo rule over all his affe&ions. He gid not over- 
love. any creature, or delight init, but ſubordinately to God. Oh glorious and 
bleſſed eftate! Bur now we, have loſt all this; this Image is defaced : Now 
Sawpſon hath loft his hair: Now the Bird is deprived of ker wings :: Now we 


| phat, 2 Chron.17,6. Hu heart was lift nip in the Waies of the Lord, You ſee 
b even a regenerate man , hath much. adoe to raiſe up his dull, frozen, and 
earthly heart, to enjoy God in Chrift. He doth, like the Artificer, that 
with ſome Engine, and great drawing, gets a peice of timber up to the top of 
that Houſe he is a building, ſuch heaving, and pulling, and tugging, is a godly 
man forced to uſe, to get his heart up to God. An unregenerate man then, 
who hath nothing of this Image of God repaired in him, no wonder if he hath 
an heart like Nabal's, even a very ftone, that ſinketh down heavily within 
him.” This loffe of Gods Image, is that which beateth downward, and makes 
the-earth' to ſwallow us up, as it did Datha» and Abiram. As the body depri> 
ved of che ſoul, preſently falls flat to the ground, and there it lyeth ; thus doth 
4 fi every man deftitute of Gods __ . 'S. 
3 $4. 1 - Secondly, This 1mapeof Ged being thus loft, inthe room thereof, ſucceeds Ori- 
E Av AW ginal pollution: For eng cometh an univerſal darkneſſe and confuſion. 
come in the Now tbis native poſlution, that isa depravation of the whole power, and all 
roomot ir, rhe: faculties ' of - the" ſoul, puts the ſon) off its binges ; it takes off the 
Charriot Wheeles ; Tt: makes man love, where he ſhould hate; reft where 
heſhould move : Tt makes Princes go on foot, and Servants ride. In a word, 
the ſoul is now turned aupfide down. God the Obje&t, whom he ſhould m 
| al 
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are-not able to lift up our hearts to him. Hence is that expreſfion of Fehoſaa- + 
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all his ſoul and might delightin, now he loverh not at all ; and what he is allow- 


ed co love in mralure, and ſubordination, that he doth over-leve. So that 
who lo doth duely conlider, what diferder and confuflion Original finne hath 
pur che hearciaro, he will lee it cannot be, thac God ſhould be duely honoured 
and elteemed by a natural man. This curious Watch is now broken all in 
pieces. And as you lce, a Paralitical hand is weak and quaking, not able ro 
taſtea upon any ching, fo 1s now the ſoul of man towards God. Inſemuch, 
that Ambroſe compiained of it, as our great miſery, that ( Cor noft runs non e#} 
in noftra poieſtare ) our heart is not in our own power , but is carried bicher _ 
and chucher, up and down, as the force of original corruption doth drive it. 
How abominable chea are thoſe DoEtrines that advance the power of nature ? 
Some decermiaing, that a man 1s able by nature to love God above all things, 
and that it's a5 calle to do things in reterence co God, as thecreature. If ( taith 
Molina, no mean Jeluic ) 1 have power to throw my money into the Sea, Why can- 
not 1 as Well give ut to « poor man, ont of love ro God. Such preſumptuqus Do- 
Erines as theie, ariſe trom the ignorance of that horrible confuſlion and diſ- 
order which is now uponall by nature. p 

Thurdiy, 1f 4 godiy man, Though regenerated, and partaking of the Divine Na* 1 the godly 

ture, do yet grapple «nd confi.et with rh ſinne , of creature affettion above God, man is yet con«' 
then certainly an unregencrate man # over-maſtered withit. For this we may HfiQing wich 
conciude on, that viiat ail the regenerate mea are combating with , that is are 
victorivus and predominant over all natural men. It's true , the regenerate reign Paris 
men differ in; their fightiags and conflicts ;' ſome do find it a greater difficulty unregenerace. 
to looIkc and wean cueir atfections from one thing more then from another ; man, 
and ſo the aaturai man, one is more calily captivaced to one earthly good then 
anocher ; yet in the general ;- As'there is no unſanQifyed man, but one crea» ' 
ture or other reignett or ruleth in his heart; ſo there is no godly man, bur 
ſome: hing or ocher it is, that he can hardly mortiffe, ſome ſcerer and lubtile mo- 
tions of toul he hath. So that did notgrace check and. withftand char creature, 
thac obje& would dainn hum ar latt. It Zve, chough in a fate of Iategrity , 
could be ceinpted by an object alluring ſenſe, how eaſily then may we be en- 
ſnared > You read, when our Saviour ſpake that amazing ſentence, That 4 
Cammel might as Well go throngs the eye of a needle, as @ rich manbe ſaved; 
they made thus univerial exclamation, Who then can be ſaved? What rich 
wan, might have been a proper conlequence., but chey ſay in the general, 
Who then ? implying, there is no man, no not a godly man, but it God ſhould 
not keep down chat Cammels bunch, he would have ſome creature or other 
to be as affectionately and prejudicially to his ſalvation, carried out unte,, 
as che rich man to his wealth. It then, the godly man can ſo hardly ſay, #/how 
have 1 is Heaven but thee, and in earth, in compariſon of thee ? no wonder if 
the earthly man fall down to the ground, as the e-£gyprians, like a Rone 
into thy Sea? Thar which 1s fighting and aRtive ina regenerate'man, muſt 
needs be conquering in an unregenerate. 

Fourthly , That fiufulmſſe Which cannot be rooted out, and conquered by 20 
thoſe things that are above nature , and are in the nexs degree to grace , _ of Gods 
that certainly Will abide prevalent till grace it ſelf come. That which E- Spicic, never 
liſba's Servant, nor his Staff will do, bur E/:-a-muft come, bimlelf , that is carcs this. evil. 
hardly cured. Now thus it is; an unregenerate man , may have Sreat as 
bilities, may have the common gifts and graces of Gods Spirit z he may 
be admirable in the whole way of Religion. and yet. this. man who hath 
God and Chritt ſo often in his mouth , may have the world and creatures 
more in bis heart. So that he may in his heart, ſay, z#ho will ſhew me_as 
good? when yer at that time, he may ſay, Lord, lift, wp the light of thy 
comptenance. For, this latter is. not defired heartly, nor 15 be indeed wee 
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and ſet looſe from other things. The New-Tettament is full of ſuch ſad In- 
ftances. Take 7«4as, a famous Apoſtle, eminentin Gifts and Miracles, often 
in communion with Chrift, yet he never got his heart above the bagge ; all 
the Sermons , all the Prayers, all the conference with Chrift , did nor make: 
him aſcend higher. So that a mans duties and expreſſions may be high, even 
when his heart is as low as the earth; yea, when corrupt ends may put a 
man upon zeal and fervency: It's a creature that gives fire to all 
this heat. Thus the third hind of bearers , that received the Word With joy, it 
was the deceivableneſſe of the creature that undid them. Dems clexveth to 
the preſent world, and that makes him forſake Pax/, either totally, or in ſome 
ſpecial ſervice. If then, an immoderate hearc to the creatures, may confift with 
duties, gifts, and many inlargements, and much aſiftance in holy duties ; if theſe 
are not able to caft out theſe ebxſfires, no wonder the natural man can- 
not. 
Fifthly, That a natural man cannet ſet his heart higher then xpon ſome creature, 
appeareth in the true nature of Cenverſion : For that is not only curning from 
flane but the creature alſo. Exceſlive love to lawfu!l things; otherwile, is no 
more conſiſtent with grace, then co unlawſull things : For, if any thing have 
thy heart but God, let it be what it will be, thou arc yer a natural man, When 
the Apoſtle ( Col. 3. ) diſcovered that the god!y are riſen With Chriſt, he makes 
theſe Iriferences: Firſt, Set your affetions on things above, and not on things bt 
low. And theta, Aforti;y your members Which are upon the carth: reckoning 
up ſeveral ſinnes. No man then, is converted, till he goeth out of all finnes, 
'yea, and all creatures ; andcleayeth to God himſelf. Therefore the Command 
is, LO 179 to God, even to Ged;, he only is the terminus ad quem of our Convers 
fiog. If a man leave off his groſle ſinnes,take upon him a religious Profeſſion; 
yet if he be not lifted above. the world, as well as his former ſinnes, he is nor 
Converted. It's not to God, even to God. So that a man muſt be undone, 
not only in reſpe& of his ſinne, but all' worldly hopes ; he muſt with the Pro- 
"digall, begin to account the whole world but an husk; as that which will & 
him no good, if God be not his Father. Therefore thoſe in the Parable,though 
invited to the Feaſt , yet refuſed ro come, it was not any proſle finne hindred 
them , it was not unlawfull fuſts that did outwardly entangle them, bur thoſe 
creatures which might have, been lawfully enjoyed, and yet they have gone td 
'the Feaft alſo. / have bought a Farm; I have married a Wife: Theſe were not 
inconſiſtent with godlineſſe, but in the immoderate defire after them. Ob, is ndt 
this the Miſlſtone about many a'mans neck ; I have a Shop, TI have a Trade, and 
I cannot come ! Oh then, ſet this home upon thy ſelf! Hath thy Converlſioh 
taken thee off from all creatures, as well as thy ſinnes, thou dareft not lovs 
Husband, Wife, Hooſes, or life it ſelf mere then God > Thou doecſt efteem the 
favenr of God, and the /ight of his countenaxce, above all theſe things : Thod 
canſt truly ſay with David, asit followeth, Thou haſt put more gladneſſe in m 
heart, then they have had When their beſt things encreaſed. Many a man fteppet 
from his ſinnes, but into the world, and fo falls ſhort of Heaven. The right 
underftanding of true Converſion , makes it plain, that no natural man ean'g0 
beyond che creature. 

 Sixthly, /t may be demonſtrated ” aa the reftlleſſe and unquiet heart of every wits 
tal may, that doth like the Bee, fly from flower to flower roger fome Honey, 
but ftayeth'not long on one place. So that theſe in the text, will eycry day 
complain, ho will few us any good? Should God gran them their deſire, avd 

vethern the good they would have, yet that would not fatifie, till they wot!ld 

 cravinÞ ; ftill they defire ſomeching more. As yon ſee Haman,though he bad 
never ſo much honour, yet the want of ſomething ftill he defired, made him 
cormented within himſelf. So/orzg: writeth an whole Book, to ſhew chat all _ 
chings 
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Tlings ace Vanity and vexation of Firit ; and though he ſer himſelf o» purpoſe to 
l fd out happineſſa in the creatures, yet he grew Weary of a7, Now certainly, if 
T natural man could center his heart upon God, could put into that Haven, he 
| would never ſuffer himſelf to be toſſed up and down in rempefts and flormes, as 
| hes, never having any reſt. There is no natural man that is contented with a+ 
| By creature he enjoyeth. Let him propound to himſelf ſuch and ſuch a condition, 
| it he had ſuch and ſuch advantapes ; when he hath them, he is as far from ſolid con- 
| centment as ar firſt. Zachews his ſhooe can never fit Goliah's foot. As 2 man 
F would chink that the Heavens ſeen to touch the earth at ſuch a diſtance, and if he 
- ſhould aſcend ſuch high mountains, he could go no turcher, but when he cometh 
| there, be ſecth the Heavens as far from him as before. And therefore the godly 
| man,whoſe heart is united, and hath taken God for his Portion, for his Shepherd, 
for his a@, as David proteſſeth, he can /ie down a»d ſleep:he can tuke bis reft, fearin 
wothing in the World. So that godlineſſe drawing the heart to God, 1s the be 
| Antidote againk all diſcontents whatfoever. He that can ſay, God is better then 
" ten Husbands, then ten thouſand creatures, heis not 4iſquieted, but is the ſame 
in all conditions ; becauſe his God, his Father, his Portion is alwaics the ſame. 
As he ig.the Eccleliaftical Hiſtiory,when one brought him word, his Father Was 
| dead, he ſaid , Deſine blaſphemias equi, Pater enim meus tmmortal# eſt. SO 
thy Husband, thy Wealth, thy Friend, thy Portion, is the :mmorial God, who 
cannot die: bur it's not thus with the ungodly. He is like a tree in the Wilderneſſe, 
Land like the asſt blown With every Wind, So that the troubleſome, reſtleſſe, and 
diſcontented thoughts of every natural man, argueth that he doth not, and can- 
not aſcend up to God. | | 
| Seventhly, 7t's demonſtrated thus, that if at any time natural men make their 
applications to God, thoſe very approaches do declare, that they love ſomething more 
#hen God, For it might be an Objection, why cannet a natrral man be above the 
creature? Do they net in diſtreſſes, in times of calamity, ſeek, unto God? May 
they not faſt and humble themſelves? It's granted ; but even theſe duties de- 
nonſtrate, they have only a natural carnal heart, making uſe of God only to 
ſatisfie their earthly deſires, Heo/.7.14. God there by the Prophet complaineth, 
that they did not cry #nto him, When they howled on their beds : They aſſemble them» 
elves for their corn aud Wine. You lee, they were as carnal andasearthly in 
their Faſt-daies, and publique Humiliations, as in_their worldly affairs; and 
therefore he compareth their cxyes in Prayer, to the howling of Beaſts, that want 
food, andare ready tofamiſh. Such are like Noah's Raven, that came to Noah 
only while fhe wanted food, but when ſhe had proviſion, never came to him 
more. Thus natural men, they approach to God, but it's wholly becauſe their 
hearts are inordinately ſct upon the creature ; it's nor becauſe they delight in 
him. 
| Eighthly, This is evident, 1» that no natural may can truly deſire the coming of 
Chriſt, aud the putting of an end to the faſhion of th World : Wheress this is made 
he Charater of the godly, to look for, and to haſten the Kingdom of Chriſt. The 
harch cryeth,Come Lord Jeſws,come quickly. They have enough of the world. 
Its to their loſle ro be kept ſo long from Heaven. As the godly-Patriarchs connt- 
d themſelves Pilgrims, and did look for a better Countrey. This is, or ought 
0 be the frame of every godly man. But now the natural man can no morereach 
this heavenly frame, and deſire that Kingdom of Glory might come , then he 
tan touch the bodily Heavens with his finger. Hence the going out of this 
world, that they ſhall not enjoy the comforts and creatures they have had, is 
the greateſt fear they are daily in bondage unto. It's true, a godly man hath a 
Ireat part of this unwillingneſſe in him alſo ; but that ariſeth, partly from the na- 
ural fear of death, or ſpiritual doubts abour his condition z or becauſe earthly 
biogs are yet ſo much in heart : but he FRO to haveit otherwates. by 
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The Sinfulneſſe and Wofull Aggravation of th; 
Eſtate, to be in the Number of theſe Votg- 


ries, as it were, inthe 1 ext. 


And firſt, This s « very dreadfull and dangerous eſtate, Viz. not to be able tg 
lift up our ſelves above the creature, becauſe of the inſufficiency and utter inability 


4 - help us in our that # in it, to help v6 in our greateſt exigencies. Then when the foul hath mot 


need, then it faileth. As it's with Land-floods in Winter-time, chen they come, 
when there is water enough, and none needeth cher ; bur when in Summer, 
the greateſt drought is, and there is moſt neceſlity,then they appear not. Thus 
every creature ſeemeth comfortable and helpfnll, v'hen we are in our glad 
and merry condition ; but in thoſe times, when, if ever, they ſhould be a fo» 
lace to vs, then they utterly forſake us. N 
Now we may take notice of thyce choice times Wherein (af ever ) the ſoul may 

be in the greateft neceſſity. As 
Firft, At ſuch times, When God foal ſet hame the guilt of ſinne upon our con- 
ſcience, and make ns to find the fling of it at our very hearts, In ſuch agonies, 
and ſoul bitterneſſe, bring him all che glory, profit, and pleaſure, of the erea- 
tures ſquezed together ; bring the quinceſſence of them, and they will do no 
ood. Oh, now the ſenſe of Gods wrath, the ſcorching guile within, cannot 
be allayed-by ſuch applications! Whereas one ſmile of Gods favour, would 
preſently command all the waves to be ſtill. P/al. 39. 11. when then with ye- 
bukes doth chaften man for ſinne ; thaw makeſt his beanty ( or that which is deſi- 
rable in him ) ts co»/ume like a woth. Oh what a change is then made | His ho- 
nours, his friends, his greatnefle can do him no good at all. And this was ex- 
perimentally crue in 7444s, when the guilt of his ſinne began to ſmart and. cor- 
ment him, ſec in what a wofull agony he is; and thoſe thirty Pieces, he ſo grce- 
dily coveted, -( alas ) now he dareth not keep them, he throweth them away : 
and his great Confederates, they never pitty him, when he cryed out, 7 have 
ſinned in betraying the innocent blood ; for they ſaid, what is that tos, look thor 
ftoit ? Thusall the creatures: will leave thee, when God ſhall be angry. Oh 
look thou to it ! We cannot help you ; You might have been wiſer; We did 


not force you. Thus thou wilt findevery ereature to be a /yz in the greateſt time 


of thy anguiſh. : 

Secondly, Another great fireight thou wile be put apon, is zhe time and hour 
ef Death. For then ( if ever )) as wearein the greateſt want, ſo the creature 
we have loved, ſhould moſt appear for us ; but the Scripture tels us, ze came 
naked intothe World, and we ſhall carry out nothing With ws. There is not any 
creature thou haſt inordidately deſired, that can accompany thee any longer : 


All muſt leavethee. Now what a fad condition 1s this, to be fiript naked of all > 


The good things thou haft embraced, cannot be enjoyed any longer. Oh what 
would the ſoul now give for the /ight of Gods favinr! Now a world for ſome 
evidence of his love : Now he cryeth out, as that Cardinall once did, If he had 
pleaſed God as the King, or if loved God as the creature, he had wot brew is that 
deſolate efkate, So that it's not to be mattered, what content and comfort 
thon findeft in the creature, while thou art in health and mirth, but when thou 
art breaching the laft, when thou ſhalt ſee the face of creatures no more : Oh 
then, think how much berter hadit been, if I had ſpept my time and ſtrength for 
God, which I did for the creature } 


Thirdly, Another great time of exigency is, hen We fball be Arraigned at 
the 
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when God, by his Providence, ſhall ſuffer ſuch advantages for thy luſt co fall our ; 
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thexT ribunall of Ged , to be judged by him for every evil and wicked way. 
This is atime of the greateſt terror and horror. Then Chriſt as a Judge is be- 
fore thy eye: Then the Devils thy Accuſers are all ftanding by : Then the tore 
ments of Hell are before thee, and that burning Like of Brimettone, in which 
thou art ready to becaft. Oh, now which of all the creatures thou truſtedeft 
in, can give thee any help! Call now to any of thoſe that were thy props, 
and ſee wat good chey can do to thee. Where is Dives his great wealth, that . 
could not help hifncroa drop of water* Oh, at fuch a dreadfull rime, would 
not the loving favour of God, be. more then all the world to thee 1 Then if G 
ſhould ſay, Come je bleſſed, would not this be more comfort then ever thou hadit 
all thy life? Andif on the other ſide, God ſhall ſay, Depart ye curſed, can 
any thing wichitand it > Canary creature ſay, Lord, he ſhall not go, I will ſave: 
him; Vie deliver him? Theſe things then being thus, that there are ſuch cimes,. 
when all the creatures of the world are not able to queneh the fire that wil con» 
ſume thee ;, what foily and wickedneſſe is it tg mind that which will then deceive: 
thee, and not to regard the favour of God, which will then be moſt precious and: 
ready to help in this day of adverſity, that will moſt be ſeen ? 
Secondly, Take heed of immoderacy to the creatme, for the imymoderate love: of Immoderne” 
that ts not conſiſtent With the love of Ged. Thou maielt ſpeak much, and profeſſe \ove of the: 
much co thecontrary,but the inordinateJove of the creature cannot ſtand with the ls * ry 
love of God yez,it's emnity to Gsd., Doth not God require, we ſhould /ove bins Hou yen. | 
With all our might, all our ſtrength? So that he will not allow any loveto any God. 
thing elſe but him. Indeed, When We deſire any creature in ſubordination to him, 
as 4 meanes ef glorifying him, and thereby brought nearer to God; this is not a» 
againſt God, The Schoolmen ſay, That 41's the ſame gracious habit of love, 
that carrieth 1s out to love God, and our neighbour becauſe of him.; and (o1tis of 
every creature elle As we ſay, ſuch a great Houſe, is ſuch a mans: Now, 
though be have many ſervants dweſJling there, yet. we ſay, it's his Houſe, not 
the Servants, becauſe they are for and under him, Thus if God do chiefly dwell 
in our hearts, then ( though we love other things, yet becauſe this is wholly in 
reference to God ) we may truly ſay, We love none but him. But now,when the - 
love of the creature oppoſeth God, makes us contrary to him,or makes us love 
him or holy duties the lefſe, then weare to conclude, That this cannot ſtand with © >» —_ 
godlinefle. So that not only groſle finnes practiſed, but any creature habi- _ 
tually and exceſſively delighted in above God, is alſo incompatible with it, IJ 
Thirdly, Take heed of thu eftate , becaaſe it's a Wofull ſnare and temptation Tg cf] ag 
to thee, He that is inordinately affc&ed with -any' earthly comfort, this will Sp and ce 
upon all occaſions, bring him into the fouleft ſignes that can be imagined. pration. E.- 
He will do any thing ; damn his ſoul over and over, to obtainit: As Toda —_ 
becauſe he was immoderately ſet upon gain, he betrayeth Chriſt; though he = 
was admoniſhed of it, though he was told in particular kewas the man : Though "2 
heard what a fearfull condition fſuch a man was in, that ſhould betray Chrift, 
yet nothing can ſtop him, but he will ſatisfie that corrupt appetite of his. Oh 
then, take heed again and again, .of ſuch an inordinrate appetite ! It will be 
thy poyſon and damnation : Ic will one time or other put thee upon fuch hor- 
rrible a&tions, as will make the hearts of others to tremble, when they hear ir; 
yea, ſuch as thou wilt abbor, before they are committed. As it was in Ha- 
z&el, Am 7 dog ( ſaidhe ) that 1 ſhould do ſo? Andtruly, itis very fad, 


us 7adas had a bagge, Hazacla Kingdom; all which were like ſpaxkes £6 that 
tinder. The Devil findes the roem then garniſhed and ſwept for bim, . Let @ 
man profeſle never ſo much love to God, and be never ſo forward in Rebgion, 
yet if he be not mortifyed to every creature,there will come a fire from without, 
and conſume this bramble. ogy | 
Bbb2 Fourthly, 


—_—_— 
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Fonrthly, Thu # a fearfwll eſtate, becauſe the word of God, though preifthed 
never ſo pewerfully , and preſſed over and ever again , yet it cannot do any good, 
while ſuch a temper #5 ou thee. This is the Dali/ah that will alwaies entice thee. 
Titus exiſtens prohibet alieyum. Youlee, even in our Savious preaching,though 
none ever taught as he did; Though this was accompanied with aftoniſhing Mi- 


\ racles, yetthe Phariſees, who loved the world, and the glory of men, they 


derided him, Yea, our Saviour told the very Diſciples themſelves, 70b.5.44. 
Flow can ye believe, if ye ſeek glory of one another > And therefore, at another 
time; he rock a little child, ſetting him before them, that if they did not become 
ltkeſuch, they cenld never enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. As long there. 
fore, as any thing fits too cloſe to our hearts, we cannot be Chritts Diſciples. 
You ſee thoſe bearers, that went ſo farre as to receive the Word with joy, and 
to bring forth ſome fruit, yet it was the deceivableneſſe of riches, that did choak, 
all.”- Never then expect, that any Minifiry, or any Preaching ſhould ever do 
good to thee, while this or that creature is ſoenammouring of thee. 

" Fifthly, Take heed of thi creature-affettion , becauſe it's a tormenting ſinne. 
It is not only a finne, buta rorment, and vexation withall, Some finnes bring 
a ſweetneſſe with them, though they leave an Hell hereafter ; bur this finne, 
for the moſt part, brings an Hell withit. What manis there, inordinately af- 
ected to any thing, that y ou may not call the Devils Afartyr, heendureth and 
ſoffereth ſo much? He is nnder many vexations, and through many tribulations 
be geeth to Hell In what a fiery Furnace was Haman, though exalted fo high 
above others? And doth not So/omoz, the wiſe man, pen an whole Book, to 
inform of this, that all x but vexation of iris > And what the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of one particular, is true of all, 1 Tim. 6. 9. Thoſe that will be rich, they fall 
into many temptations, axd peirce themſelves through With many cares. They are 
as one Martyr in Gods cauſe, that was by his Scholars (tabb'd' all over, to 
death, by Penknives. Thus Tg:5Twpev. -Inſomuch , that if you could tee the 
naked ſoul of any man, inordinately affeRed to the ereature, you would ſee it 


all over wounded and ſcourged , full of tormenting cares and fears; never in 


any quiet or ſafe content at all. Oh then, conſider what an enemy thon art to 
thy ſelf ! Godlineſſe would be great gain to thee; It would make thee glad and 


| Tejoyce 6x the Lord ; It would teach thee how to have all things,and how to want : 


but while thy heart is vaſſalized thus to the creature, no quietneſſe can 
be in thy bones- And what a folly is this, to be miſerable here, and miſerable 
hereafter ? 

Sixthly, They are miſerable, Who are thus erawving after Worlaly good thinge, 
breauſe the Scripture repreſents all theſe things but as vanity ; As that which is a 
meer /ye; Called thercfore often a Shadow, which the fooliſh child catcheth 
at, as ſome rea]l ſubſtance, when it is but ( as was ſaid ) a black nothing. 
Therefore you ſee So/emor expoſtulating after this manner, why deft thow ſet 
thy eyes upon that Which 55 ct, Prov.23.5. That whici) at another time, the wiſe 
man ſaith, /t a»ſwereth all things, ard calls it a defence; yer here he ſaith, /r « 
ot : Even asthe whole Creation may be ſaid to be no evs, comparatively to 
God. And therefore God is called 7ehova : Heis ſaid tobe, / am What 1 am: 
All creatures have not a being comparatively to him. If then the beſt and moſt uſe- 
full of creatures, be ſuch a nothing to God, even whole Nations, are but 4s 4 
drop , er duſt; yea, they are ſaid to be /efſe then nothing , Ia. 40.17. 
What folly is it, to leave the Fountain of all happineſle, and to catch after the 
ſhadow? Oh then, let the godly ſoul, which enjoyeth God, when tempted 
by the creature to immoderate love, ſay, a5 the Fig-tree and Olive-tree, Shall 
1 leave my ſweetneſſe ! Shall I part with my happineſſe and bleſſednefle I have 
in God, and goand tear my ſelf with bryers > For ſo indeed, when we ſeek 
to the creatures for refuge in any diftreſſe, we do with the ſheep, run into _—_— 
that 
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that conſume more then ſhelter. 1 Cor,7+ the Apofile calleth it, T he fafvion of 


the world, not the /nbStaxce; and he ſaith, it paſſeth away: Whereas God is ſaid 


to be alwairs the ſame, and tO abide from everlaſting to everlaſiing. Therefore 


if thy heart were wiſe, thou wouldeft ſee the vanity of theſe things. 

Seventhly, T be maſt needs be an hainous finne, becauſe it*s a breach of the firſt 
Commandement ; it's dirett Idolatry. Worle then when we worſhip the true 
God, after a falle and unlawfull manner; yet how ſeverely doth God puniſh 
this kind of Idolatry 2 How often do the Prophets threaten, becauſe of this 2 


But now thou, who giveſt thy heart licence to delight in theſe things below, thou: 


ſinneſt againſt the firſt Commandement : ' Thou erreſt ig the Object ot thy wor- 
ſhip, andnot in the waver. And is God on!y zealous of outward worſhip, 
not of inward ? Is he angry only when men bow the body to wood and tones, 
and not when the ſoul is proſtitated co the creature? Maieft thou not juftly 
expe&t,that as God ſaid to thoſe Idolaters, 7 hey foowld call and ſee if their Idol 
gods Woyld bear and deliver them ? So the Lord may bid thee call to choſe crea- 
rures, to ſee if they will ſave thee ; if they will deliver thee from: Hell. Do not 
then wonder at the folly of Micha, who cryed, They have taken away my gods. 
If gods, Why did they not fave themſelves? And thus here it is, death rakes 
away thy geas: The fire may take away thy gods. Oh, that men would at latt 
be awakened out of there blindneſſe ard folly herein | 

Eighthly, 7 hi creature: aff, Ction 1s a Wofull condition, becauſe it's a debafing 
of a mans ſelf, ana making of him a ſlave to that Which he ſbonld rule ever. All 
the creatures, they are made for his uſe. God, 'out of his rich abundance, 
hath provided thele things liberally for thee, but they are given thee only to uſe. 
As the belly is for meares,and meates for the belly; but God will deftroy both the 
one and the other. So all theſe creatures that are corruptible,* they are for thee 
who art alſo corruptible ; bur God will deftroy both the one and the other. 
Therefore thou ſinneſt againſt chat noble End why God made thee : Ic was to 
enjoy him. Ye did not give a reaſonable immortal ſoul, and made thee the 
maſter- piece of his viſible creatures, that thou ſhouldf{ crawle on the duſt. Say 
rather with Auſtin, Feciſts domine cor noſtruw, & irrequictum eſt, Thou madeſt 
our heart, and it is reſtleſle till it come to thee again. 

Uſe of Admenition, toevery unregenerate man, to inform himſelf througbly of 
his wretched and undone eſtate. Thou canſt not go beyend a creature, and there- 
fore ſhalt never partake of that inſinite eternal happineſſe which is in Go& him- 
ſelf. Dot thou not plainly ſee, the vanity and uncertainty of all other things? 
Can any creature ſay, I will juſtifie thee ; I will glorifie thee? Conſider how 
greately it is co thy loſle, to leavethe Sun, and go to the Starres : To forſake 
the Ocean, and take vp a drop. Oh, will theſe things be ever as good as a God to 
thee. Andthen in the next place, Corſider how dearly the enjoying of theſe 
things will coſt thee. Doth not our Saviour ſay , What Will it profit a man to 
Winne tre Whole World, and looſe his ſoul, Mat. 16. 26? If now, the whole 
world thou gaineſt, would be no advantage; thou wouideſt be a wretched looſer 
for all that : Oh think, Igeta finite good, and looſe an infinite 1 I looſe an e- 
ternal good, for a temporary ; a particnlar, for an univerſal, This will be thy 
complaint in Hell to all eternity, for thy madneſle berein- 
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I ſhall now cenclude this firft DoRrine,with giving /everal direftive Antidote, 
and meanes againſt this creature:affetion, that ſo being looſened from the world, 


our hearts may be fixed on God. And 


—— 


Firft, Let this conſideration move you, That you cannot adareſſe your ſelves 
ants Godin Prayer, While thy heart # not above the World. Doth not our Savi- 
our in that direRion of his to Prayer, give God that deſcription, of a Father is | 
Heaves ? And why ſo, but that we ſhould lift up our hearcs and affeRions thi- 

ther 2 So that as in Antiquity, the Deecox cryed, Sur/um corda ; that they 
ſhould not reſt upon the element inthe Sacrament, but look up to Chriſt him- 
felf. Thus alſo in every duty 8nd performance, a Ssr/vw2 cords, a lift up your 
hearts,is neceſſary. Therefore upon this ground it it, that we may truly ſay, 

No natural man did ever pray in hw Wbole life 5 did ever perform any one holy 

duty ſince he was born; becauſe he could never truly /5f: »p hi heart to God. 

Prayer is called, A/cenſio wentis ad Deum. Now a natual man can no more 

aſcend upwards towards God, chen the earth can have an aſcending motion. E- 


very creature that did creep.upon the earth, it was unclean. And thus all thy 
duties and religious performances, which creep and crawle upon the ground, 
which ſoar not up bigb, they make thee unclean and abominable before God. 


Now ſhould not this Argument be like a ſword in thy bowels: 


What? live 


fuch a life, wherein thou canft not pray; no Prayer will do any good > Con» 
tinue in fuch an eſtate, wherein thou art not able to draw nigh to God, but art 
the Bird tyed by the ſnare, that would fain fly up, but is pulled back again > 
Thus thou haft ſome ſighes, and ſome deſires, but preſently thou t pulled down 


again with thoſe clogs cf creatures that are upon thee. 


Secondly, Cenfider, Thy heart, it x; the choiceſt and chirfeft Treaſure about 
too noble for thee : It ts tos noble for any creature. Thou doeft diſhonour thy ſelf, in making 


it ſerve the creature. 


We fee God himſelf, calls for the heart of a man as the 


beſt Sacrifice. ſy ſonze, give me thy heart, Prov. 23.26. And Prov. 4. 23. 


Keep thy heart With all diligence. 


So that as the heart naturally conſidered, is 


the principle of all life z and nature bath placed a wonderful] defence about it. 
Thus the heart ſpiritually alſo conſidered, is the chief fountain of all our happi- 
nc fſe and miſery. Therefore it's {ure deſtruRtion, to let thy heart runne out up- 
on the creature ; that is, to make the chiefeft of thy ſoul ſubordinate to that 
which is farre inferiour. It's as if, thou ſhoudeſt let ſwine, or ſuch unclean crea- 


tures, come into thy choiceſt Chamber. 


It was a fad calamity to Pharash, when 


the frogs and lice crept up into ys Chamber, and he could not be quiet in his 
moſt retired room; no lefle, yea, farre greater an evil itis, when thon ſuffereft 
theſe fading creatures to getinto the heart. Keep that for God alone : N othing 
is to poſleſle that place, but God bimſelf. He that filleth Heaven and earth, and 
makes that his dwelling place,doth alſo require thy heart, Hence it is, that the A- 
-poftle Fames calleth thoſe, who love the world, Adulterers and Adultereſſes, 
Zam.4.4. For the heart of a man, ſhould be. kept as the chaft Wife to Chriſt, 
and love no other but him. Therefore when it lers looſe her deſires to the 
creatures, then it becomes guilty of Adultery ; then God is jealous. Oh then, 
rake more account where thy heart is placed ! Look to that more diligently : 
for it*s not fic any creature ſhould be placed nearer to that, then God himſelf. 
Doth not our Saviour ſay, He that loveth Father, or. Mother, or life it ſelf, more 


then me , cannot be my Diſciple ? 


Thirdly, 


—— 
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Thirdly, Meditate 0» this, That ail thoſe, Who ever loved the creature immodes 
rately, have at laſt, fannd the vanity and unprofitableneſſe of ut. They have 
beca wearied, and glutted with it. As he faid co thar Tyrant, Satia te ſangnine, 
quem ſitiifti, He gave him blood enough at laſt. So commonly, Godio anger 
doth give thee abundance of ſuch things as thou deſireft, but they are for thy 
hurt. Thou deſireft them as the hydropical man water, or as the feavouriſh 
man Wine ; which chings, if they obtain, their diſeaſe is the more encreaſed, 
and they become the more dangerous. The wiſe man oblerveth it of riches, 
Ecedeſ. Chap. 5.13. hecalls it # /ore evil; That riches are kept by the ewners 
thereof, to their hurt. Now then, is not this very dangerous to thee, to place 
thy hearc upon that which will be poyſon and bane to thee? -This is true of ho» 
nours, preferments ; any creature, if exceſlively defired, will do a man hurt : 
It's like turfetting upon Honey. And this is the reaſon why God keepeth his 
own children in ſo many ftreights and difficulties #he doth not give them the 
things they deſire: Yea, commonly Ged doth croſle themin all their earthly 
aftections and undertakings : ſo that they cannot have thoſe mercies chey would 
have. And che Lord is herein very mercifull cothem, for that which is inordi- 
nately deſired, would be alfo immoderately poſſeſſed ; and fo like too much 
blood, it would quickly breed mortal difeaſes in thee, So that that very conſi- 
deration, Which often makes thee grudging and diſconctented , may juſtly put 
thee upon thankſulneſſe : Thou maieft bleſſe God that he doth theſe things for 
thee , which are ad Sanitatem, non ad voluptatem: It's Gods goodnefle, that 
I have not the merciesI would have; for chen I ſhould be undone. And that 
even the godly are apt to ſeek immoderately after theſe earthly comforts, ape 
peareth in that reproof to Baruch, 7er. 45. 5. Seeckeſt then great things for thy 
ſelf > Seek. them nat. Baruchan eminent man in godlineſſe, even in thoſe daies, 
when there was nothing but deſtruſtion univerſal threacned ; even then he was 
apt to ſeek great things for himſelf. Yea, the Apofile complaineth of the 
whole Church of God almoft at Philipps, Phil.2.22. For all/cek their own,and 
not the things of Feſus Chrift, This diſpoſition being thus in che godly, did 
not the Lord both quench the fi:e within, by ſanRifying grace, and remove the 
fewel from without, he would quickly be all in a flame. 


Fourthly, Conſider that therefore it #4, God hath mingled gell With the honey of Conſider the » 4 
reaſon why: ,  -; 


every creature; That therefore it s, every thing ts obtained With difficulty, and 
poſſeſſed with cares, that ſo We might not reſt mpon. the creatare. As God made 
e/£gypt a place of oppreſſion and miſery to the 1fraelites, that ſo they might 


willingly go out, and ſeek for Ca»aay. Thus the Lord hath made the world a 


valley of teares : He hath cauſed every relation , every conditon', to have its 
great exerciſe, that ſo God might be a/l i» all. That as you ſee, out of the ſame 
root groweth both the Roſe and the Prickels about it; ſolikewiſe out of the ſame 
creacure,out of the ſame condition, cometh both Honey anda ſting : both that 
which is comfortable, and that which is moleſting. Now Gods endin this, is 
to make thee not with Peter, to ſay, 1's good to be here ; but to ſeek out for a 
better good. Thou muſt therefore be very fooliſh, and bruitiſh, if chis expe- 
riencedoth not teach thee. Hath not Se/omey made this Motto upon all che 
creatures, That they are vanity and vexation of ſpirit? Not only vanity, but 
vexation, Wilt thou therefore lay thy ſelf down to ſleep, when there are ſo 
many bryers and thornes under thee, Oh ſay, This is not my reft ! Hereis not 
all good : Theres a better place then this world; and a greater happineſſe,then 
the enjoying of the creature, Evea the wiſeft,the richeft, and moſt potent in 
the world, have not had their content , but thornes have been in their ſides, 
and their hath been two drops of gall to one of Honey, That Starre called 
wormwood, hath fallen into our waters, and made them bitter. What then 
ſhou!d we learn from this, bur that it's our beſt wiſdqme, and our ſafeſt under- 
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| raking, to look up unto God as the fountain of all happineſſe W4 of him ; in 


whom we ſhall not have any occaſion of wearinefle. There will never be cauſe 
ro complain, that I find not God ſo full of comforrand bleſkedneſle to me, as 1 
expected. Yea, God will be unto vs above all that we can expe&t: For, it 
cannot enter into the heart of a natnral man, to conceive the fuineſſe and excel- 
lency of God, And therefore the natural men of the world, are commanded 
tO taſte, and ſee bew good God 59. It's for want of this ſpiritual and heavenly ex- 
perience, that we are fo apt to be affeted too much with the creature, and no- 
thing at all with God. E_. 

Fitthly, Remember, That the/e creatures , Whatſcever they are for comfort, 
they are not originally and of themſelves ſo, but are only Inſtruments and Conduit « 
Pipes. And therefore they are defective in theſe Particulars. 

I. T bey cannot give them any comfort or content of themſelves: They are not 
able to ſatisfie and quiet the hearr. For how many have been under the greateſt 
mercies in the world, and have enjoyed ail the outward abundance that their 
hearts could deſire, and yetfor all that, have an unquiet diſcontented ſpirit ? 
And the reafon is, becauſe it*'s God only that faſhioneth the heart ; It's he, that 
formeth the ſpirit. And therefore under the ſaddeft afliRtions that can poſſibly 
befall : we fee God made David of a quiet and ſatisfied ſpirit; he could /ie down, 
and take his reft, when his own Son was up in armes againft him, and ready to 
deprive him both of life and Kingdom at once. So it's ſaid, David encouraged 
himſelf in his God, when he was in that ſad diſtreſſe at Zick/ag. So that it's not 
the conditions without, but the framing of the hearc within, that makes miſe» 
rable or happy. Is it not then folly as well as finne, to look after this or that 
creature inordinately, which of ir ſelf cannot adde one Cubit to thy contentati- 
on ? Thou maieft be in a Priſon, yea in Hel], while thou liveſt in a vaſt and 
Jarge Palace ; and all this is, becauſe it*s not the creature,not the Condition, but 
God himſe)f that formeth and frameth the ſoul in a right manner. 

2. As the condition cannot effeftively Work upon thie, ſo neither can they fill 
themſelves with any comfort objeftively,any further then God puts into chem. Theſe 
are ftreames that bave water no longer then the Spring fillech them. Thar as it 
is with all creatures, even man himſelf, that he hath no longer a being, or ex- 
iftence then God giveth it to him z if he withdraweth his arm, the ſtrovgeſt man 
falls immediately to duft. - Thus it is with all creatures; they do inot comfort 
or originally help of themſelves, "bur as enabled by God. The bread doth not 
nouriſh, but as bles*c by God : The fire conld not burn, when God reſtrained 


' it; andeven the garments and ſhooes of the 1/-ac/ires, did not wax old or con- 
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ſume, while Gods bleſſing was upon them. Thus then ic is, no creature hath 
any thing of it ſeif to refreſh us with , but as God puts into it ; even as the 
Conduit-Pipe, runs water or Wine, as it is poured intoit. And thus do all 
creatures communicate mercies and comforts, as they are quickned chereunto by 
God. 

Laſtly, The creature in being but au inftrument, aud having all from God, doth 
thereby demonſtrate how much bleſſedneſſe 1 in enjoying God himfelf. It a drop be ſo 
ſweet, how much morets an Ocean ? If a Star be fo welcome, how much more is 
the Sun> Therefore thou ſhould fay thus ro thy ſelf, If- ſuch a relation, fuch 
a creature be ſo comfortabie and good to me, what may God himſelf be, who -. 
is ſo full of all good > Sitanta pulchritndo in creattra , quanta increatore, as 
the Antient ſaid > Ifthy heart were ſpiritual, it would aſcend thus by the crea». 
ture to God. 

Sixthly, Lay thu above all things to heart, that Heaven and glory cannot be ob- 
tained, without a preemivent and tranſcendent affettion to all others things. You 
cannot intend the heart and affefion to other things, and to ſalvation likewiſe. 
Mat.11.12. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers vielence,and the violent take it by 

/ force. 
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forte. Hence it is alſo, that God requireth we ſhould love hin with alt our /oul 
and might. Theſe things then being atrained only with the higheſt and chiefet 
_affeftions and deſires of the ſoul, how ean thy heart be for Heaven andthe 
world alſo? Hence alſo are thoſe Commands, that we muſt /eck the Kingdew of 
Heaven in the rſt place ; that we muſt wot Jabowr for the meat that periſheth. And 
hence thoſe, who endeavour after Heaven, are compared to a traveler ; to one 
that 7z#nneth ina race; to one that combates with an enemy ;-Now, none can ef- 
fetually mind theſe rhings, and other things alſo. Can a man that runnes in 
the race, look to the Apples or fruit that groweth upon the tree, and ſeck to ga- 
ther them ? Is not this the way to make him certainly loſe the Crown> No 
. lefſe onght our intention, induſtry and labour to be after Heaveo, left we looſe 
the Crown of Glory. Certainiy this falſe perſwaſion of obtaining the Crown 

of Glory ſo eaſily, and that Heaven may be had upon ſoeaſietermes, is that 
which damnech chouſands. For how can it be, that thou ſhouldſt ſo eagerly at- 
rend to theſe things >? Didft thou think, there is a greater and more neceſſary 
g00d, which will require greater affections > Shall the food of my body be 
gor with the ſweat of my browes, and not much rather eternal Glory here- 

after ? 

Seventhly, Neglet not this Meditation, 1/bat Heathens and ſuperſtitious 
perſons have done in 4 miſguided Way for ſome notable end, How have they 
rrampled all earthly things under their feer? Who hath not heard of Crater 
the Thebaxe, that parted with all his wealth to give himſelf co Philoſophy ? 
And how greatly will che wilfuil poverty of ſome miſguided Zeslots in Anti- 
quity condemn us herein? I ſpeak not of that wilfull renouncing of earthly 
wealth in Popery that nowis; for they do thereby provide a better temporal 
proviſion for theraſelves : bur fpeak of the old Hermites, and Anchorets, who 
miſtaking many places of Scripture, as not only in preparation of ſpirit, when 
God ſheuld require, they did command a leaving of theſe things, but alſo aRtu- 
ally to throw away all things, did thereby denude themſelyes of all that wealth, 
and of all thoſe earthly enjoyments that otherwiſe they had; thinking that they 
could never be ſaved, if they did enjoy theſe things. Now this actual abdication 
of all things, is not a duty ; therein they were miſguided with a prepoſterous 
zeal; bur yet in preparation of ſpirit, we ought co part with all the earthly 
comforts of this world : and when there may be ſpecial Commands, or particular 
occafions,- then we are actually to leave all; as you ſee rhe Diſciples and Mar- 
tyrs did. Oh then, do thou blame thy ſelf for all immoderate affeRions to 
theſe things 1 Think how will Heathens and fuperflitious Perfons rife up to thy 
condemnarion. h 

Eighthly, If Chriſt hath repreved theſe who Were godly, for their external cares, 
When yet wtwithſtanding it hath been in the root of it, from all good affeftion to him» 
ſelf ; haw much rather will be condemn thoſe Who are immederately addifted to theſe 
things, and that from a principle of aver/neſſe to him, and Weariſomeneſſe in his 
ſervice? Now for this reproof, you havea notable Inſtance, Z»k.10.40,41. 
where Martha, out of he: abundant affeRion to emertain Chriſt, did nor as her 
ſiſter, ft at Zeſus his feet, and hear bu Word, but was careful about the enter« 
taining him ; bur Chriſt faith, 7 how art troubled about many things, one thing us 
weedfull, and Mary hath choſen the better part, You ſce Chriſt preferring adi- 
ligent attending to the meanes of grace, beiore all kindentertainment of himſelf. 
Hence alſo it is, that the Difciples were- not allowed to have an inordinate af 
feRion even to his humanity and bodily preſence. They are reproved for their 

rief and ſorrow, when he was bodily to leave them, becauſe this hindered his 
ſpiritna] preſence. If then, we may. not in theſe caſes be exceflive in-oue affeRi» 
ens, how muck leſſe in meer earthly things? | 
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SHEWING 
That a gracious heart doth more 
eſteem the favovr of God, and the 
light of his Countenance, then any earth- 
ly thing whatſoever. 
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Palm 4. 6. 
Lord, hift thou up the light of thy Countenance 


Upon {U3, 


2 Py BR N26 E are now cometo the fecond part of the Text, and in 
£2 a CiIfe J/& that wehave the ſpirit of David, and all godly men ex- 
#3/&5) preſſed, and that is contrary to the deſires of earthly 
a& men, while they thus carneftly long after ſome earthly 
(9) good. He fhewerh what is thar, which his ſoul doth 
CN moſt thirſt after, and- that is, The /ight of Gods fa-. 

NI EE VoRyY. 
/ For theright undeſtanding of the words, there is ſome 
difference amongſt Interpreters : Some Popifh Expoſi- 
tors, render it aſſeztively, not imperatively; Signatum eſt ſuper nes, the light 
of thy countewance us ſealed upon a. Thus Bellarmine, and generally the 
Schoolmen ; They.bring it to prove, T hat there # ſomething of Gods Image left 
in every man, Whereby ht « able to diſcern goed and hate evil. Asif the ſenſe of 
the Pſalmift was this ; F/hy do the mex of the World ſeek thus after earthly good 
things,and are ſo uncertain in their affeftions ; for Grd hath placed the light of reaſon 


and 
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and coulcirnce is every man, Whereby h: is able to know there is the chiefeſt good ? 
Now alchough we do not refuſe chis mterpretation, upon 1lyricxs lis Reaſon, 
that there are »0 :21planted principles of kuowledge about God; yet the contexc 
doth morecevince the latcer, that it is by Prayer-wiſe to God. And alchough 
Bellarmine ſaith, the Hebrew may be pointed, ſo as to make Signatmm eft, and 
that the Sepruagint know better then the ALaſorites ; yet becaule it's ordina- 
ry to put Samezch for Sis, and He for A1ph, as here Ne/ah for New 5 we take it . 
to ſignifie to /ift ap. And although it ſhould be from »es vix:/#m, chat could 
not overchrow the ſenſe. And the Septaagine, ionuciomn, doth noc lignifie an 

* 1mpreſiion of any thing in us, but a manifeſtation: As in that place, 2 7 he/«3.1 4. 
Note {uch a man by an Epiſtle. We therefore underitand it of David's Prayer, 
That God World give a manifeftation of his yracions love to him. A Metaphor 
taken from men, who when reconciled, do willingly curn their face, and look 
pleaſantly upon thoſe whom chey delightin. Obſerve, 


T hat a gracious heart doth more eſteem the favour of God, aud the light of- his 
conntenance, then any earthly thing whatſoever. 


This light of Gods 'couttenaxce , is often ſpoken of by David, P/al. 44.3. 
The original of all the mercies God vouchſafed to [/7ae!, is ſaid to be Goas power, 
and the light of his countenance, becauſe he had 4 tavonr to them. $1 Plal 99. iF. 
Bleſſed are they that know the joyfull ſonnd, they ſhall Walk, in the light of thy 
countenance, This favour of God, is that which makes a g/adand j-yfall heart. 
Hence in Antiquicy, it was a proverbial ſpeech to expreſle an happy man by , 
Dew vidit, God hath looked on ſuch a man. 
Though the /ight of Gods countenance, doth ſometimes ſignifie only his bare 
knowledge and omni/cience , as Pſal. go. 8. Thou haſt put our ſecret ſinnes in the 
light of thy countenance: as Gods face is ſometimes upon a man for good , and 
ſomec:mes it's ſaid to be againft man , for his hurt : bur the ſummeis, Thar as 
it is with a man, whien he is p/c«/ed with another, he t#+neth ha face to him, 
locketh pl-aſantly axd cheerfally : as fob faith of himſelf, Fob 29.24. Thus when 
God is pleaſed with a man, then the Believer apprehends nothing bur love and 
favour from God : He ſeeth not frowns, but ſmiles in his face: And he feeth 
God tobe to him, by the eye of Faith: As Eſax's face was to acob, pleafing ; 
and therefore ſaid to be /ike the face of God. 
Let us conſider What this phraſe doth expreſſe. And 
Firft, Ir ſuppoſeth that all our iniquities and finnes, they are pardoned and blot- Whar oh; 
t2d out. For as long as our guilt is upon us, and God ſeeth that, he turnech h ae hp = 
_- | phraſe, 10 lift 
his face from us; He1ts an angry Judge : He is of parer eyes, then to behold ſuch up the light of 
things. Towr iniquities divide between you and me. Hence, when ſinne is ſaid zo Gods counte- 
be pardoned, the expreſſion is, that it is covered , Plal. 32. implying, thar ſinne 74ce non s 
of it ſelf, is loathſome and abominable to his eyes. Not but thac he ſeeth fin 4% impiyerb: 
in every Believer, only it's pardoned 5» Chrift, and fo not imputed to the Be- 
liever : And though God ſeeit, ſo as to chaften forit, yet not to adjudgero 
eternal deſtrution. And this is ſo great a bleſſedneſſe, that David, P/al.32. 
doth only call this ſo : Bleſſed #5 the may ( not whom God makes great, rich, 
and honoured in this world, but ) to Whom he imputerth no finxe at al. This the 
humbled ſoul counteth a mercy, and in its ſad agonies, prayeth for the /ighe of 
God ecuntenance : All the world doeth him no good : All the creatures that 
| would comfort him, do but as thoſe that would give Chritt vinegar and gall to 
' drink. David himaſelf ( P/al.51. ) when in his great conflicts, becauſe of his 
ſinane, minds not his Kingdom,or honours, but prayerh, that God would have 
wercy upon him, according to bis loving kindxeſſe, Thoſe tender mercies of God, 
he flyeth nnto, Till therefore ſinne be removed, Gods anger and wrath belongs 
Unto us, Ccc2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, In thi ts implyed Gods favonr and love towards w ; that be us pleaſed, 
ard bevome reconciled with w, If the wrath of a King be ſo terrible, how much 
more is the wrath of God ? But when the /ight of hs conntenance 1s towards 
us, then he is gracious; then his eye, bis face, are all pleaſant and reviving, 
When David 1s reconciled to Ab/{olow, then it's no longer commanded, that he 
ſhould keep from his preſence, but his Fathers bowels long ro, fee him again, 
Can there be a greater good in the world delired, then that Gods face ſhould be 
pleaſant to us? Then that he ſhould become reconciled with us? For as itis 
better to undergo all the wrath of all the moſt cruel Tyrants in the world, then 
to lye under Gods diſpleaſure ; ſo it is better to enjoy the favour and love of 
God, then the advantage of all ſecond Cauſes, Gey 4-14 Cai» ſpeaks of this 
as the height of his miſery, That he ſhould be hid from the face of the Lord, 
To be in Hell, it would not bea torment, but becauſe Gods face 15 hid. Wheres 
ſoever God hideth his face, there is the inlet of all woe and miſery. Then on 
the contrary, whenthe face of God doth fine upon a Believer, as David praye 
etk for this often, then is that mans eftate b/eſſea and happy: God is then at 
peace with him: Gcd is then reconciled. Now as the Apoitie argueth, Rew.8, 
If God be for us, Who ſhall be againſt ws? When the Sunne ſhineth, there may 
ariſe many black and thick clouds, there may be fad and gloomy daies ; but when 
the face of God doth ſhine on his children, then no darknefle, no tempeits, no 
ſad temptations whatſoever, can hinder a man from having che beautifull beames 
of Gods favour, He can make the Sunne ſhine in the dark nighe. Ifhe giveth 
peace, none can hinder ir. 

Thirdly, T hw phraſe doth imply the original, and canſe of all Gods graciou 
wercies in time. It's becauſe of the light of his countenance , that any good 
cometh to us. For as the damned in Hell, who are totally caſt out from his tace, 
cannot receive ſo much as a dropof water ; ſo on the other ſide, where the ia». 
your of God is towards a man, there is a Treaſure of all the goodnefle he can 
deſire. Therefore when David prayeth here, he doth (as I may ſo fay ) ask 
the whole Kingdem of God: Have this, and have al, if it be neceffary for us, 
When David prayech for the /ight of Gods countenance, he doth not ask for a 
ſingle mercy : It is not for one particular comfort he beggeth , but for the 
Treaſury : To have this, is to have the Ocean, not ſtreames: To have this, is 
to have the Mine, not ſome fragments of gold. Oh then, is it any wonder if 
this light of Gods favour be thus to be preferred, ſeeing it's the Treaſury of 
all the comforts we have! God then faith, Ak of me , though it be x6 the 
Whole Kingdom, yet 1 Will yot deny thee. I mean in this ſenſe 5 That there is not 
one mercy inal] Gods Store-houſle ; there is no choice dainty in his Cellars, but 
thou haſt the Key to open it, when thou pleaſeft, 

For in the fourth place, This phraſe doth imply, T bat God bath @ peculiar re- 

eB unto his Children : That he regardeth them with a more ſpecial favour then 

all the worid. For the face of God, to ſpeak after the manner of men, is 0- 

ver the whole world: There is nothing hid from it. But then this ſhining of his 

face ; this propitious and extraordinary favour, it's only to thoſe that are his : 

All the geople of God, they are his fayourites. And as Pharach regarded 7oſeph 

in a farre other manner, then he did his other Subjects, he makes all the Land 

ro be his. Thus doth God to his own Children ; He giveth them Heaven and 

Earth ; He makes chem Heires of all the glorious Promiſes that are made in the 

Goſpel. So that Gods face towards them , is in an extraordinary manner : 

It denoteth a peculiar reſpe& to them. Henceit is, that they have liberty to come 

with boldneſſe unto him : They have the ſecrets of God manifefted onto them. 

Theſe are admitted into the holieft of helies, whereas others are commanded to 

be in the outward Court only. 

Fifthly, 7 b# phraſe of the light of Gods countenance upon « man , nn the 
E fisacy 
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E fiicacy and powerfull Effeits thereof, For as the Sunne by its beames doth en- 
lighten the whole earth, and gives life and motion to every thing ; thus alſo 
doch God where he favours. Where heis pleaſed, there he doth communicate 
all choſe neceſlary and precious comforts, which he vouchſafeth unto his Chil- 
dren. None ever ſeck:th the face of God in vain, It's not a vain thing , to have 
the favorr of Ged: For, his love 1s aftwve; and hedoth communicate himſelf 
unto ſuch, to the greateſt of their expeFations, Whence is it, that God in time 
doth /a7tify his people, doth j»ftific them, doth pardox ſinve, and beal their, 
corruptions ? Is not all th, becauſe his conntexance ſhineth upon them * Well 
therefore may David pray for this above all earthly . advantages whatſoever : 
For, if he doch enjoy the face of God, then there cannot any thing be denyed 
him. Ir's from this, that he may preſſe for forgiveneſſe, for holineſſe : It's from 
this, that he may importune for any ſpiritual benefic he ſtands in need of, As 
ſhe ſaid, 1f :h5% loveſt me, how canſt thou deny thus, and that tome ? So, if thou 
loveft me, if thy iace be cowards me, why is this or that mercy denyed unto 
me? If I have the Sunne, how cometh that co withhold ics beames from me? 
And indeed, this is mainly intended in Prayer, that it ſhould be the light of his 
org atting, and operating : That it ſhould be parting it ſeif forth npon 
is /oxl. 

Sixchly, T hs atting of Gods face in reference to the godly, emptyeth it ſelf two 
Wes. 

Firft, In reſpect of outward and temporal mercies. It's from this favour of 
God, that his people have any outward'comforc in mercy towards them. For 
alchough wicked and ungodly men, they may have abundance of theſe outward 
things, yet it doth not come from Gods loviag kindneſſe to them : They have 
them in his anger,and they uſe them to their own perdition. Burt's not thus 
wich the godiy ; Every mercy, though never fo litcle, comes from the /;ght of 
bis face towards them, So that though they have never ſo little, ifthey have na 
more then Lazarus crums ; yea , they cannot get them; yet chey are better 
then theſe who have the greateft portions of the world : for theſe have the f«- 
wvorr of God with it. Which made David ſay, A little that the righteous hath, ta 
better then great abundance of the wicked, In this conſideration, as well as in 
others, that he hath it with the peace and favour of God, he is the child, and 
the friend of God, in all this. If he ſaid, ke did not rejoyce ſo much 5» Doxs 
warm ab ie dato. This is much more applicable to the. people of God; What they 
have they do not ſo much rejoyce in it,as that it cometh from the favour of God. 

Again, The light of Gods countenance, ſheweth it ſelf in ſpiritual mercies : 
And theſe are a certain and ſure effet , demonſtrating of it. Whoſoever can 
find the leaft degree of Gods grace in his heart, that hach the experience of any 
humiliation for linne, of any heavenly-mindedneſſe ; though theſe things are 
but ſmoaking, yet he may conclude that the /ight of Gods countenance i lifted up 
#pen him. Oh then, whoſoever thou art, that findeſt grace in thy ſoul, re- 
joyce not ſo much in that, as of whatitisa ſign of , what it doth fo palpably 
demonkrate! Alas, even our very graces,as they are inherent in us, can afford 
us little comfort in themſelves ; for they are ſubjet ro many imperfeRions and 
weakneſſes: We have many ſighes and diſcouragements becauſe of them. On- 
ly as they are Evidences and Demonftrations of Gods favour, that from them 
we may certainly conclude, the face of God ſhineth upon a : So they afford wn- 

eakable joy. And therefore this is one reaſon, why a man may more rejoyce 
in the leaſt degree of grace diſcovered in himſelf, then in the greateſt outward 
mercies whatſoever. For we may have the wealth of Solomon , the long life 
of Methaſalem, and yet for all that, have not the leaft of Gods loving kindneſſe 
tous. But on the other ſide, though afflicted, chough perſecuted, chough op- 
poſed, though ſhut up in dark dungeons ; yet the diſcovery of grace within ns, 
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doth make us to conclude, that the graciozs eye of God #5 upon #59, Sothen, it's 
the /ighrt of Gods countenance, that is the efficaciowm canſe ot all the mercies we do 
exjojy. A> Chriſt, when he /ocked upon Ferer, that made him go our, and Weep . 
butterly. Thus 1t's Gods gracious eying and looking upon us, that makes us go 
forth into any expreſlion of grace. 

Seventhly, Th phraſe of the light of Gods conntenance. ſhining upon a man, doth 
.Swply the notice ana knowleage of thy; For ſo Gods light is otten called that 
k».owledge which he giveth of him. And indeed, though the face of God do 
ſhrne upon a man, yetit he be blind, or in fad darkneſſe of heart, that he is not 
able io behoid uct; then it's all one to him, as if it did not ſhine at all. So thar 
Davia prayeth, that he might have the knowledge and ſenſe of this #pon the ſoul, 
Solemon iaith, L gbt # ſweet ,but it ts to theſe that do behold it. The darkeſt night, 
* and cay, areall vue toa blind man. And thus now, when a godly man fits in 
darknefl:, and hath no light which he perceiveth, he cannot but be greatly de= 
jected. Soitis here; when the favour of God is not apprehended, but we ra- 
ther apprehend his frowns and anger againtt us, then, though we be Children of 
light, yet We Walk in darkxye(ſſe. David doth oftcen pray, that Gods face might 
ſine upon bim; and yct even then it did ſhine upon him, while he prayed tor it : 
Otherwile he could not have had a praying heart, neither could he be lenſible of 
the want of it: But he wanted the k»ow/cage and the aff wraxce of it. So that al- 
though ic be Gods gracious favour that puts us into a ſtate of bleſledneſle, yet it 
is the «ſſ#7xce of it, that makes us to rejoyce in it. When David had more 
joy and gladneſle in bis heart, then all the voluptuous and earthiy men of the 
world , yet this could not be, without the aflurance pf Gods favour. So that 
Gods gracious love, is better then the whole world. It is that which preſerveth 
from ſinre and hell ; Ic is that which keepeth off all condemnation : Bur yet all 
the while, till we know this, our ſouls may conflict with ſad agonies. And this 
is ihe caſe of all the people of God, who are in ſad temptations, and lye under 
heavy defetions, For theſe, rhough under the favour of God, yet not being 
aflured of it, apprehend God as an angry Judge, continually againſt their 
ſouls, 

Laftly, zYhere the light of Gods countenance ts, there is implyed the love and 
delight the Lord takes in ſuch. The eyes of the Lord, are often ſaid to be on 
the godly, as being a pleaſant and delighrfall Objet : He is never willing to 
turn his face from them. It is true indeed, there may be ſuch a time with the ged- 
ly, they may either walk ſo negligently, or commit ſuch grievous ſinnes, that 
God may for a While tarn his face from them, but yet this will »ot be for ever ; 
God he will bring them to repentance, to ſelf-abhorrency ; ſo that they ſhall with 
the Prodigall, be browght to ſee his face again, But the conftant courſe of a godly 
man being to love Ged, ard toavnd all ſinne, bence it is, that the waies of the 
upright are pleaſing to the Lord, and his gracious eyeis alwaies upon them. Pro- 
te(t0n, direftion, ſanflification, preſervation , all theſe are daily communicated 
untothem, What great encouragement is the Fathers eye to his Child, the 
Commanders to a Sonldier ? but how much more ſhould the /ighr of Gods connte- 
nance put life intom ? | 
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The Qualifications or (harafers of thoſe who 
do value and defire Gods favour above all 
things elſe, ; | 


Having diſcuſſed what is comprehended in that expreſſion of Gods lifting up 

| hu countenaxce npou a man, I ſhall now proceed to give ſuch © =alifications or 
ga » that are neceſſeary to ſnch Who do earxeſtly deſire Gods favour. 
- n 
| Firſt, They are [ach Who have @ deep and true ſenſe of the gwilt of their finne 
who are wounded. in heart, and lye under: their iniquities , as their greateſt | 
| burden. Such as havechis foundation laid, they cannor have any reft or quiet- 
neſle ; nothing can fatisfie their ſouls, ill God {look graciouſly upon them. 
' We ſcethis in David, Pſal.32. & 5I. there, whea he lay groaning under the 
j. weight of his finnes, and was ready to roar oxt becauſe of Gods anger ; What 
| is it that he ſo earneſtly begs for, but that Sue may be covered, that joy might 
|” be reftored to him ? That God would take away thoſe ſinnes, which make ſuch a 
| fad diſtance between him and his ſoul. Now David had many earthly and 
| worldly refuges co fly unto ; he might have ſolaced himſelf with all kind 
| of comforts; but nothing could quiet his heart, if he hath nor Gods fa- 
| vour. As all the Starres, though they ſhine together, are not able to 
 Ciſpell the darknetle of the night, it muſt be the light of the Sunne that 
| can do that: Thus, it is not any creature, any comfort, any content from 
+ them , that can quiet and compoſe the troubled ſoul; it muſt be the /3ghe 
| of Geas favonr ſhining into their dark hearts. If therefore you ask, What is the 
reaſon why ſo many crave earthly things, but as for this favour of God, they 
\ prize ir not; they pray not, or wreſtle for it? The anſweris, Moſt men are 
ſecure in their ſinnes; they have hardneſſe of heart , and a ſpiritual ftupi- 
| dity upon them. Hence it is, that they know not what /#3»gs are in ſinne ; 
"they know not what a Weanded ſpirit meanes.:: They have never been in 
the Whales beliy, (asit were) norin the deep waters of the ſoul, feeling 
| themſelves ready to fall into Hell and damnation; therefore it is that they 
judge all is well enough. This full ftomack needeth not he Honey-combe. 
| Ok then, till ſiane be more bitter in thy conſcience, «h&favour of God cannot 
be efteemed by thee ! | ; 

Secondly, Such as efteew the light of Geds countenance, are many times 
thoſe that are affiited, perſecuted, and of great exerciſer. iu this World. For 
{this is the wretched corruption of our-natures, that while we can take any 
{delight in the creature, we ranne not out toGed : While we. can have but the 
Light of a candle, we care not for the Sunne, Therefore it.is, that God takes from 
us all our comforts. He removeth this mercy,. and thae' mercy, that ſo we may 
ſeek after God. Thus God faith, Hoſ. 5.15; he would go from thew, they ſhould 
wot have the mercirs they uſed to have : But to what: end doth God this > That 
they may ſeck to him early in their affiiftion. As Children, . while there-is any 
day, they love to be playing and ſporting, and will notcome home till the dark 
night drive them, Thoſe then that are ofcen afflited and chaftened, commonly 
ſuch do highly regsrd che face'of God. Thus the Church of God ( P/al.80. 3.) 

being in great extremities, God feeding them with.the bread of teares, and giving 
them teares to drink in great meaſure; yea;:mgry- with their very Prayers: 

What doth it beſeech for in this great firaight ?- Verle'3. Tore 1 again, and 


Caſo thy face ro ſhing upon 4; and We ſhall be ſaved, As the Sunis moſt efſwomes 
aiter 
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| after fad, black, and gloomy weather : Thus is the favour of God moſt regar- 
ded, when we find troubles to compaſle us about on every ſide. Hence it is zhat 
thoſe whom God loveth, he often chaftens. And nothingis more unhappy, chen 
conftant happineſſe ; becauſe abundance and fulncſſe of outward mercies , doth 
take us from ſeeking the face of God. Let not then the godly mourn away un- 
der any chaſtiſements they lye under ; for if theſeare ſo lanRtified, that thereby 
the fayour of God is more indeared to thee, thereby thou canſt rejoyce in his 
reſence more, theſe are the greateſt mercies that can befall thee. And indeed, 
at fuch times the light of Gods conntenance is more neceſſary then ever. The 
leſſe of the creature, the more need to be filled with God. 

Thirdly , Thoſe can only deſire the light of Gods conntenance, that ds renonnce 
their own righteouſneſſe: That do not juſtifie themſelves, or put confidence in 
their ownrighteouſneſſe, Commonly there are none more 1gnorant and ſtupid 
about this glorious priviledge, then the civil, pharuaical and tormal men, who 
placeth all their truſt, in the good works they do. Thoſe affetions, and thar 
hope, which ſhould be placed on God, they are apt to pur upon their own ſeem- 
ing rightcouſneſſe. Hence ( ar. 5. 3, ) our Saviour pronounceth thoſe 
blefſed, that are poor in ſpirit, for theirs 15 the Kingdom of Heaven Andthe 
Virgin ary magnifieth God in her Song, Zzk 1.53. He hath filled the hungry 
With god things, and the rich he hath [ent empty away. Not only the prophane 
man, who trampleth this Pearl under his feer, but even the formall civil man is 
a great ftranger to this petition. This favour is wholly a firange thing to him, 
and all becauſe he is full of himſelf : He makes his good heart, his good 
workes, a god, a ſaviour to him; and ſo no wonder if he ſeek not up to Hea- 
ven, and deſire light from thence. Yea, in godly men it is thus , that the more 
debaſed and ſelf emptyed they are, the more is their fellowſhip with God : 
The more do they place their happineſſe in beholding of him. As you ſee ic 
was with Pax, Who laboured more then he? yet, Who undervaluing all his 
graces more then ke? And allthis was j that Chriſt might be wholly exalted. 
Oh then know, that there is nothing doth ſo much bolr out this glorious light 
from ſhining into thee, as ſelf-confidence, as ſelf-righteouſneſſe. And this is 
the reaſon why God doth ſo many times withdraw his gracious preſence from © 
his own Children, that tliey arein the dark, and cannot fee any prace, and the 
teaft ſpark of heavenly fire. withih themſelves; and all, becauſe they are apt 
to be lifted up. They mytthave thee thornes in the fleſh, elſe they would 
depend roo much apon their own ſtrength, and their own graccs, And when 
they have bcen thus bumibled, - then at Jaſt they come to- efteem Gods fayour 
more thenever; as Pau!'s paſſengers, afrer a ſtormy black time, rejoyced to 
ſee the Sun, morethenever. PL 

Fourthly, Such only can eſteem phe light of Gods countenance, Who are # Firitaal 
«xd an heavenly people, Who have trabely Image of God repaired in them,He that is of | 
the earth, #4 earthly, i and ſpraks earthly things, (Joh.3. ) but be that i of Hea- 
veu, t heavenly... Suchaas weare iti reſpect of our ſpiritual conſtitution, ſuch 
are-our operations, and- our inclination?. No wonder then, the natural man 
defireth not the favour of God;for he isin a corrupt and ſinfull cftate,and ſocan 
defirenothing but whatis ſurtable thereunto. Whereas on the otherſide, he that 
is made hedvenly,-he that.hath an holy frame of heart, the motions of his ſoul 
aſcend upwards -ftill:'. As you ſee by David, How often doth he profeſſe the 
breathings, the longings and thirftings of his ſoul after God ? He cryeth aloud, 
that he hath xothing'in Heaven avd Earth, butGed: He makes God his Portion , 
his Shepherd, his Refuge, his Hope, his a/ things unto him. Whence is David 
thus carried out to the-fayour of God, but becauſe of an heavenly heart within ? 
There could not come ſuch ſweet fragrant ſmells, but becauſe his heart was 
like's ſpiritual Garden» You fee all like, defireth and delights in that which is 

| like; 
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' like: Andif a godly man love to ſee the face, and have the eempany ,of ango- 
' ther godly man, how much moremuft he deſire God himſelf? _—_ com- 
plain of that heavy , lumpiſh., earthly heart of thine | that doth not often 
fay, My heart breaketh for the louging after God at «al times. As the Hart de- 
freth the Waters, fo pants my ſent after thee, OGoed, If thou complaineſt that 
thou haſt affections for every thing but God , thy heart is taken with evety come 
fort but him : Oh, bewail chis dull and finfull frame! Thou wantefſt heavenly- 
neſſe ; Thy heart and converſation is notin Heaven. 

Fifthly, $S«cb only pray for the light of Geds conntenance , as live by Faith, 
axd are affetted With things, as revealed by the Scripture. It's as impoſlible for 
a man, living wholly by ſenſe, and upon worldly Principles, to rejoycein the 
the favour of God, as a worm that crawleth on the ground, to delight in the 
Sunne. Faich is that noble grace, which is like Wings to the ſoul, to make it 
fly up to Heaven. We ſeceitin Pax/: What was that which fo r74;ed »p his 
heart ro Chriſt > Whar is that which made him to fe With Chriſt in heavenly 
places ? What is that which is the ſubſtance of things hoped for,to every Believer, 
but Faith> We are all lame cripples, till Faith heal us. And this is the reaſon 
why all worldly men have no more ſenſe of this divine Benefit, then the very 
bruit beafts, becauſr they are wholly ſtrangers tothe life of Faith. Fer it*s nor 
the bodily eye, that can ſee the face of God ; neither hath God any bodily face 
oreyes, but theſe things are wholly ſpiritual. And therefore, as the deaf ear 
cannot be affeted with melodious muſick 5 ſo neither can a natural heart 
diſcert of this light of Gods favour. Oh then, acquaint thy ſelf with Faith] 
Thisis a ProſpeRive-Glaſſe, that will diſcover ſuch Objects to thee, that of thy 
. felf thou covldft not apprehend. Faith makeg'us to beheld the glory of Geds 
favour: Weare ftarke blind, till Faith open our eyes. | 

Sixthly, Sxch oxly can eſteem the favour -of Jed, Who have had the experience 
of the ſweetneſſe and excellency of it.* A man.that hath not tafted Honey, know» 
eth not how ſweet it is. Therefore D4vid calls upon the men of the world, to 
taſte and /ſce how good Ged is. If the natural man ever had any experimentall 
feeling of Gods favour, and his love, then he would quickly bave another 
heart, be of another mind: Then he would ſell all co get this Pearl. Bat all 
the while men are unregenerate, they know no other good then that of the 
creature: It hath never entred into their hearts, to conceive what it is to have 
the face of God ſhine upon his people. Inſomuch, that all the invitations and 
allurements are in vain, untill God be pleaſed to come into the ſoul, and dif- 
cover his ſweetneſſe, and conſolations to him. The experienced Chriftian, that 
hath often drank of this Wine, fill remains,chirſty, and deſirous after more. 
For whereas the having of earthly things doth fariate, and at laft nauſeate a 
mans heart, ſo that he hath enough; in this heavenly enjoyment. of God, he 
never hath enough, but the more he hath tafted of it, the more hungery he is 
fill: Alwaies praying with David, Ob,When Will be come to me! When thoſe 
in the Carticles asked the Church, which was ſo raviſhed with Chrift, pre- 
ferring him above ten thouſand, What thy beloved mere then ethers? it was an 
Argument they had never ſeen him ; they h3d never known him : If they had, 
they would have been enammoured with him, as well as the Church. And 
thus , when natural men wonder, ſaying, Why do theſe men thus pray, thus 
mourn, thus long after God ? Why is it that they are never ſatisfied, but in 
him 2 It's a demonftration, that this experimental] work bath never been upon 
thy heart: If it had, the ſpirit of Prophefie ( as I may ſo fay ) would 
fall on thee alſo: Thou would admire the favour of God, as well as 
they. | 
; Seventhly, Such enly can deſire the light of Gods countenance,Who bave the Spirit 

: of God Working Js them: It's that which maketh the ſoul go upwards. We 
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being like that man, bowed down, that Chrift healed, cill the Spirit of God 
-thus raiſe us up. ' The holy Ghoſt came dows in fire, which denoteh the aftivty 
of it. ' When fire affimilateth any thing into it ſelf, it makes it aſcend upwards; 
And thus, when the Spirit of God converts and ſanCtifiecth a mans ſoul, it 
weth it a contrary motion to what it had before. Then it made proviſion for 
the fleſh , then. it-minded earthly things ; but now the Spirit of God hath 
raiſed it from the death! of ſinve. That as you ſee 1's the mighty power 
ef God, which will make theſe bodies , that are now corrmpiible, heavy , and 
prefiing dowxwards, to be immertal, ſpiritual, and ſo agz/e, that they ſhail 
weet the Lord in the aire : Even theſe bodies will be ſo transformed, that they 
ſhall: move in the air like Birds. No wonder then, if Gods Spirit is able ſo 
\ To work upon” our hearts, that they ſhall be conftantly inclining to God. 
\, Andindeed, noneare to reſt, till they find God thus mightily prevailing upon 
chem. This excellent frame, may be gives by the Spirit, and the Spirit i 
promiſed to ſuch as ask for it, Mat.6. Eſpecially , the Spirit of God, as adep- 
ting, enabeling us to call God Futher, rebuking legall ſlaviſh fearcs , and filling 

*%s With a filial and evangelical frame.of heart. 
Eighthly, T herefore another Property of ſuch, Who do thus highly efteem Gods 
favour, t, That they are diligeys in Prayer, and fervent in approaches to 

God. Prayer is the aſcending of the heart tro God, who is in Heaven, 

The eyes lifred up, argue what the heart ſhould be. Now Prayer is of 

this excellent advantage, if ſpiritually and fervently performed, that it car- 
riech up the ſoul to God, and: thereby God alſo manifeſts his loving kind- 
neſſe to his people. Even as Moſes, upon bis Communion with God , 
had his face fine ſo gloriouſly, that the people could not behold it ; and 
Chrift himſelf, upon Prayer, had his counterance changed , that his face aid 
fine like the Sunne , and his' garments Were White as ſnow. $0 that ſuch 
who' eſteem of Gods favour, they are ihftane in Prayer. They perform 
that duty with watching and attending thereunto ; which if ſo diſcbarged , 
then many conſolations , mary irradiations of his favour, are communicated 
to them. So that a man diligent in Prayer, is like the zee by the Water ſide, 
Whoſe leafe Will never fade, Hence we have that encouragement, Ns man 
ſecketh Gods face in vain: Andno ſooner did God command this , but im- 
mediately Dav14's heart yeelded to it, P/al. 7.8. Thy face Lord will I ſeek. 
We cannot have it, without ſecking for ;it ; as that which is moſt precious, 
and a very infinite Treaſure. And withall, you ſee the encouragement , God 
beſpeaks ir ; he ſaith, Seck ye wy face. * 
. Laftly, Sach as prize the light,.of Gods conntenance, they walk, cloſely With 
Ged, and keep up firitt Communion With kim, Slothfull and careleſſe walk- 
ing, will never be bleſſed., with this glorious advantage, You read, the 
Church was but once careleſle and negligent, when Chrift proffered bimſelf, 
and immediately Chrift withdraweth : ſo that though ſhe runne up and down 
much perplexed, to ſee the face of her Beloved again, yet it coſt her dear, 
ere ſhe could obtain it» David began to have but ſome proud and pre- 
ſumptuous thewghts, Pſal. 301.7. And God bid his face, and the» he was 
trowbled. You ſee, a little thing, a Word, a thewght may do it. Therefore 
thoſe, who deſire to enjoy it, they walk circumſpe&ly, left they ſhould do any 
thing, that may make him angry with them. 

Uſe1. Of Exhortation to Gods Children, To keep up a tender mollified 
heart; to take no reſt till the light of Gods countenance ſhine upon thee. 
Let not luſts, paſſions, or any thing be an eclipſe between.this glorious Sunne 
and you. How can you live without this? May not the Devil come 
with ſeven more tormenting Devils then ever, if thou provoke God to 
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terrours and perplexitics of ſpirit? but to ſuch who cry out, God frownethon 


them. Oh, they feel his anger conſuming of them ! 


Uſe 2. Of Admonition, to natural and unregenerate men , To know there isa 


better good then ever yet they tafted. Oh that thou conldit deſire God, as 
thou doeft wealth and pleaſures | Is not the:pleaſant ſmiling face of ſome great 


Potentate, a reviving to thee? What endeavours for the favour of a great man, 


who yet is mortal > Will not this condemn thee at the Day of Judgment > Oh, 
how will the face of God be then eſteemed of ! 


eA Conſideration of ſome falſe Grounds, 'of 4 
 Perfwaſn of Gods Love. aIi 


We have declared already the CharaQers of ſach who can truly efteem 
the light of Gods favour ; let us now conſider the condition of ſuch Who are 
miſtaken herein, aud take that for Gods favonr which w net. And royal 0. 

Firft, There # the rich,earthly, or great man of the world, He who abound» 
eth in all Proſperity , and needeth nothing , this man thinketh that Gods 
face is towards him in mcrcy. They gather from all the mercies they 
enjoy, that therefore God loveth them , but chis .is a. very dangerous 
miſtake. For | OY, 

I. IntheScripture, weread, That cheftiſements and affliftions, are ſont» 
times an argument of Gods love, and that God is never more angry, then when 
he lets a mans waies be /meoth , and proſperow: As it was with Afeab, be- 
cauſe he was not moved often, therefore he was /etled wpen the Lees, And 
thus in Hoſea, when Godis angry in the higheſt manner, then be threatens, 
He will not puniſh their ſounes or daughters any more, Hol. 4. 14. They 
therefore. have little cauſe to boaſt in this, That they are not afflicted as 0- 
ther men ; they arenot in ſuch bonds as others are : For David ( P/al. 73. 6. } 


did of old obſerve this, That whereas the wicked of the world, had- all ex« 


couragements, they had all temporal incresſe, yet the godly were bowed down 
all the day long; and that inthoſe times when Promiſes of temporal abundance 
were ina larger way propoſed to them. If then the godly man had this mea- 
ſure in the Old Teftamanr, no wonder if he meet with it much more in the 
New Teſtament; where tribulations are made the Red Sea to go through, 
into the Land of Canaan. Hence the Apoftle doth directly argue from Gods 
love, to chafiiſements, Heb. 12. 6. which is again mentioned , Rows. 3. Ig. 
Ioſomuch , that thou who art never aflifted, haft greater cauſe to fear leſt 
Gods wrath be upon thee. The Phyſician adminifters ao Phyfick to ſuch 
who are incurable. Oh the wonderfull and bleſſed effe&ts which the godly 
find by affliftions, when ſanRtified 1 Doth not David ſay, Before he Was affii> 
Hed, be went aſtray, Plal.119.67 ? | | . 

2. If it ſhould be granted, that theſe temporal mercies thou aboundeft 
with, come from the light of his countenance , yet it x only tn temporal 
things. If we do ſuppole that they come from Gods loye to thee, yet this 
is but a-cammon and general love: It doth not at all make to thy pecu- 
liar happineſſe, neither doth ic tend to the ſpecial favour of God. It may 
not be denied, but God from a common love to men, who have been uft 
and. diligent it their waies , may beſtow ſome ontward mercies , as 4 tem- 
poral reward. Thus Afi» thought the  Kowanes had. that great Domini- 
on given- thera, becauſe' of their juſtice. And ſo the Scripture faith, 4 4» 
ligent hand maketh rich , Prov. 10. 4. Re) you is this common love with» 
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out” ſpecial? What is it for God fo to love thee, as to make thee ftrong, 
healthy, wealthy, and not to' give Chrift and Heaven to thee + Oh, there- 
fore reft not in -the enjoying of theſe outward mercies, but ſook ro-thac 
which 'is the chiefeft of all ! If thou haſt grace, pardon' of ſinne, and Chrift, 
thou-eanft not be: damned; but if chou have the great things of this world, 
thou maieſt have alſo the great torments of Hell' hereafter. As 1/mae! had 
of Abraham, ſome rich gifts , but not the Inheritance : As Lynther ſaid, of 
the great Turkiſh Empire, which God hath given to wicked and ungodiy 
_ it's but mics can, a crum that the dog may have, bur not the Childrens 
Bread. / 

3-)Let it be given to wicked men thus, from a common_.love, yet -it ss Withall 
from Gods anger and hatred, if you do regard them in a ſpiritusl_ conſidera- 
tion. For, they are not ſanctified to them; they are rot thereby made 
more holy, or drawn nearer to God. They do become ſnares and occaſi- 
ons of finnes to them : ſo that they will ar the Pay of Judgment, even curſe 
the day that ever they had ſuch abundance. They will cry out, Oh that 
they had been poor, miſerable, deformed | That they had been under any 
calamity,then that'they had ſuch abundance ; for that hath made Hell ſeven times 
hotter : That hath been like oy] poured into the flame, which hath made - 
the fire burn more terribly, That which So/owon obſerved of wealth, 
( Eecl.5.13.) is true of all ether outward mercies, Beauty, Strength, Ho- 
nours; How often are they given to the hart of them that have them * Thus 
Davia's imprecation . is fulfilled in them, Let their T able become a ſnare 
znto them, As too much blood indangers the body : eſpecially theſe out- 
ward mercies, are ſure to be a ſnare to them ; becauſe they hinder and op- 
poſe all thoſe Chriſtian Qualifications which are abſolutely neceſſary to e- 
very Diſciple of Chrift. Thus it's required, that a man muſt /ove Chriſt more 


. then Father or Mother, or life it ſelf; that he muft devy himſelf, and take 


wp his Croſſe. All-which cannot be , becauſe of immoderate love to theſe 
outward mercies. This is the Camels bunch ; This is that which choakgs the 
Ford. . The Phariſees, becauſe they were covetous, derided Chrift. If then, 
you comfort your ſelves, becauſe God hath given you all outward fulneſle; 

examine how theſe are ſantified to you. What ſpirituall eftets do theſe 
mercies bring upon you? Do you not pray the worſe, hear the worſe? 

Are not your hearts the more diftrated and divided > Doth not the earth 
make you forget Heaven > Ohthen, be afraid and tremble at theſe things, 

rather then confidently - rejoyce in them | Did not Abraharr tell Dives, 

He had received good things in this life ? but for eternity , - he was 

not to ' receive ſo much, as « arep of Water. Pray unto God, that all 

hy good things be not given thee here, and thou have nothing here- 

after, 

A ſecond ſort of perſons, Who miſtake about the light of Gods counte- 
nance, i, Such Whe have a quiet , untronbled, and eaſed Conſcience. They 
commonly argue thus; God loveth them, for they have no trouble in their 
hearts; they have no fear or diſquietneſle in their ſouls, bur they pur their 
whole truft in Chrift. Such as theſe, that die as a Lamb, (ſo people ex- 
preſſe it ) they make no doubt but this is the favour of God. They thank 
God, God loveth them, and they love God: They never doubted of 
Gods love to them: They are fully aſſured of it. Thus they take a ſe 
cure, and ſometimes a ſeared conſcience, for that which is quieted, and 
made peaceable through the blood of Chrift, And this is the condition of 
very ' many; they do-even rejoyce in this, That they' never doubted. 


They think, the godly , who have often fears and doubts, who are in fad 


temptations, to be the worſt of men ;' and that ir is for their WER 
og they 
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they are ſo. ' Even as the wicked. thought Chriſt co be ſmitten for his'Qwa 
ſinnes; and thac-God' did in ſuch a -peculjar manner, .briang him to that 
accurfed death;, for his high -impiety, Thus do che prophane men of che 
world, cenſure che generacion of the godly ', who have: many times ſad 'de- 
jections of ſpiric, aad walk without any ſenſe of Gods favour art all: yea; 
_ ro ery out, They /are damned, aad thac iGod hath | forſakg 
k em. ' ; . ws 0's 16. obo a 

_ to ,ſearch into the bottom of this Diſeaſe,, which is Epidemi- 
call : 2b | Tae {L867 

Fir, Conſider, There # a great difference between a ſtupid ſenſleſſe: con» 
ſcience , and a ſerene conſcience made ſo. by the light "of Gods countenance 
ſhining upon it. This is nor a quiered conſcience by che Promiſe, and chrough 
Chritt, buc a ftupified one; which the Apoſtle calls a ſeared one, that can» 
not fee/; that cannot apprehend. Ir is with thee as mad men, that con» 
ceit ſuch and ſach greac things to chemſelves, when (alas ) it's for wantof 
cheir wits and ſobriety, thac they have ſach fooliſh imaginarions. - Thus 
when ;thou preſumefſt of Hzaven, and falvation: Oh thou art ſure thou 


ſhale go thicher ! Whence is all chis, bat becauſe chou batt no ſpiritual . 


life or feeling within chee > Oh, if chou were in chy ſpiricual ſenſes; ifchou 
didſt underſtand aright, thou would quitkly cry out, and cremble at chac 
curſed condition thou art in! Who were more abominable ro God thea the 
Phariſees, yet who juſtified chemſelves more > Wh put more cruſt and con- 
fidence in the workes they did> Therefore do chou ſearch into thy heart 
more. Whence comeftthou to be thus ſecure and confideat? Is it oot be- 
cauſe thou art delivered up to a reprobate ſenſe ? -Is it not becauſe chou are. 
dead in fizne? Andas dead men cannot feel any pain or torment, ſo neicher 
cant thou. Therefore if you ſee men that Lived Wickedly, yet dis peaceably and 
confidently, this is not the light of Gods fyvonr upon them; it 1s their ſenſleſ- 
weſſe; Its their ftupidity., You cannot ſee @ more miſerable obje& chen ſuch 
are, 67 (© 

Secondly , This quiet and comfortable conſcience they boaft of, is not from 
the light of Gods countenance, becanſe it's for the moſt part Accompanied 
with many groſſe and Wicked ſinnes. As it was with che Jews, though they 
committed ſuch abominable practiſes , that even the light of nature did con- 
demn, yet they will come and cry, The Temple of the Lord, The Temple of 
the Lord. For this the Prophets of old' had ſuch great Controverſies with 
the people, that chough they gave themſelves up co all kind of wicked- 
neſſe, yer they would ſtay themſelves upon God; and like che whoriſh 
woman, would wipe the lip,and be as confident as if chey had done no evil ching. 
Oh then, let ſuch be awakened out of their ſpiritual madnefſe ! What? Thou 
an enemy to God, by all the prophanenefſe thou art in- all the day long? 
Doelt thou come boldly to God ? Doeſt thou tay thou -purteft; thy truſt 
in him> Remember, that God * 4 conſuming” fire to [ucb as thou art. It's 
not for thee to caft thy eye upon the Promiſe as yer, but npon che -ter- 
rours and threatnings of the Law: It's for thee to hearken and hear how- 
the Law curſeth thee : That abroad and at home, thou art under the con-' 
demnation of it. Cenclude therefore this to thy ſelf, that all the: confi- 
dence thou haft in Gods mercy, if accompanied with'a prophane and'impe- 
nitent life, is bur a rotten poſt; which though ir ſhine its a dark: nighr , 
yet when the Sunne ariſeth, it .is diſcovered*whar it is, The Apoſtle'Fobs 
ſpeakes terribly ro this, 1 foh.3.20. If owr hearts condemn 1, God 14 greater. 
then eur heart, and he know#th all things."\\ "If then', thy: own ' naturl con- 
ſcience accuſethee-for tuch and ſuch miſcatriages, know that God whois'o0ni- 
niſcient, heknoweth more evil by thee,and will much more condemn thee." -,-- 


I, 
Aa untroubleg 
Conſcience, 
may be a tu. 
pid ſeared © 
Conſcience. ' 


2, 
And may be 
accompanied 
with grofle 
finnes, 


20 The Godly Mans Choices. 


3+ 8 ©. Thirdly, This quieted heart is thus lulled aſleep, becan/e it hath not taken 
And with- © Gd; way , either to obtain . or preſerve quietneſſe. For the light of Gods 
our caking c.. countenance is not like the light of the Sunne , which ſoineth. upon the juſt 
Ny tor #9j%#/t, and cometh upon all men ; even the Thief and the Adulterer, 


the obtaining and #1) 
and preſerving 
of ir, 


he! hath this light of the Sunne to accompliſh all his wickednefle : but the 
light-of Gods favour is with much difficulty obtained, and with as much 
difficulty preſerved. For in the obtaining of the light of Gods favour , 
there mult be a neceſlary Humiliation for finne, and ſenſe of our utter 
periſhing in our ſelves. Come unto me, ye that are hiavy laden, ( fauh 
Chriſt!) and you ſpall find reft for your ſouls. And thus the poor in ſpiry , 
( Mat. 5.) they are called bleſſed. How did Par! come to triumph ſo 
coofidently in the /oave of God through Chriſt? Was not this foundation 
firft laid, that ( Rows. 7. } he perceived the Law to be 4 killing Meſſenger 
to bim? He ſaw; that made finne out of meaſure ſinfull, And thus being 
undone in himſelf , be is directed to eſteem bighly of the prace of Chriſt, 
So that there is a-vaſt difference between Pax!'s confideace and good per- 
fwaſion, while a Phariſee, and when converted : For while a Phariſee , he 
was very zealous, and ſaith, He had a good conſcience; he did wot walk 
again#I the checks of that ; be had much cemfore and conſolation , in pur 
ſuing theſe diCtates : But when' converted , he cryeth out of all theſe; he 
was a Blaſphemer, a Perſecater the greateſt of all ſinners, And thus it will 
be with thee; Thou goeſt on in thy way with all preſumprion ; thou pur- 
ſueſt chy ſuperſtitions, chy will-worſhip, and haſt unſpeakable content in 
thy conſcience for doing ghus. But ob, when God fſhal} ſhake the foun- 
dations of thy foul ! when he ſhall diſcover thy very originals, then chy 
foul wilt be in wofull agonies ; then the very rottenneſle of all will begin to 
appear- within thee. The light of Gods countenance: comes after trouble 
for finne. God is known by this property, (2 Cor.1. ) That he bringeth 
light ont of darkpefſe', even #1 ut firſt , ous of a Chaos he made light, Thos 
it is here; From the confuſions and diforders of the foul , becauſe of 
ſinne, there ariſeth. afterwards ithe greateſt tranquility of ſpirit. It's true, 
this trouble about ſfinne,\is in ſome more, in ſome leſſe; but yer there is 
an abſoinee neceſlity of feeling finne fo farre a burden , that ir findeth it 
ſelf eternally periſhing without-this. Again, for the Introduction of this 
light into the ſoul, there muſt not only be a deep ſenſe of ſinne as a 
burden ,- but earneſt - hungerings and longings after the righteouſneſſe re- 
vealed by the Goſpel. 7#4as- and Cain felt the burden of their ſinnes up- 
on them ; they had weight more then they could bear , but they deſpair 
under this; they bave no breathings and deſires after the prace of God. 
Now! Chritt will not vouchlafe .this precious Pearl to ſwine that trample ic 
under- their feer;, That they fhejl bave it, who care not for ic. But the 
ſoul is prepared--;by - many inlargements and ftrong deſires; Oh, that I 
might. have but: a glimpſe of this-light! Oh, that I had bur a drop to 
coote,. not: the tongue, but the whole ſoul, thar is ſcorched with the 
guilt! of ſinne! Go then, and conſider thy felf ; Thou ſpeakeft much of 
Gods favour , but hath thy ſoul been in agonies; in breaking of hearc for 
it?/Never did a man, weary of the night, more deſire to ſee the day, * 
then: thou doeft the gracious light of his countenance to thee? If upon 
theſe termes ſalvation hath come to thy Houſe, then there is ſome hope. 
As- the lighe of God is thus obtained at firſt, ſo it's with no leſſe difficulty 
preſerved. For. . | | 
Cauſes of the 1, Formal and negligent profeſſion of enr love to Ged, will cauſe a dark 
ecipicof Gods right. to ariſe. . Though thou doeft not prove a dire& Apoftate; though 


-—y "= thou docft not give over all praying, and all duties , but keepett up the 
form 


me rr nn 
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form of them in thy Family, and in the Publique; yee this dulneſſe will 
Ecliple the favour of God. The Church in the Canticles, ſhe did not 
forlake- Chrift her Beloved; ſhe did nat. become an Adultereſle , and eek 
out another Husband, only ſhe was lazy and negligent, when Chrift 
knocked at.che door: And this only was the cauſe of- ſo much ſadneſſc ro 
her afterwards, | | {N 

2. Even. the aiftempers of the heart Withis , though- not- breaking forth 
into groſſe evil, may make God withdraw his face: Thoſe Seies An- 
gels, were they not caſt our from Gods face , and chained up in dark- 
neſle, for nothing bur proud and lefty. thoughts? Yea, David a good 
man, he began to: have ſome ſecrec ſecure thoughts within him, to think 
his mountain was well fetled , bur God immediately hid hiz face, and he Was 
troubled. This mountain begins to skip like a Lamb for fear. Take heed 
then of ſecret, cloſe, and inſinuating thoughts of pride and ſelf-fulneſlſe ; for 
this makes God, as the Father co the Child, that is preſuming ofic ſelf, to with- 
draw trom thee. | | 

3. Too much inorainate affeftions and deſires , even to lawfull things ; this 
makes God jealous: And for this thou ſhalt not have the comfortable light 
of his countenance. The Chxrch appeared with the Moon wnder her feet, 
All ſublunary chings , ough: to be under the heart of a godly man : But 
as the Sunne is ſometimes eclipſed, by the interpoſition of the Moon ; ſo 
is the favour of God too often obſcured by minding theſe earthly things. 
You ſee then, how difficult a thing it is, to keep this fire alwaies upon 
the Altar: To keep this Lamp from going out. Therefore the pro- 
phane man , who never watcheth to theſe things, who doth not /eek the 
Kingdim of Heaven in the firſt place , cannot have this light of Gods fa- 
Vour. | 
Laftly , Thy quiet and peaceable cenſcience is not from Gods favour , 
but becanſe never aſſulted by the Devil; never checked by doubts and oppoſo- 
tious from Within. David had the comfortable beames of Gods favour 
ſhining upon kim, but he had alſo ſad wreſtling within. How often did he 
chide and rebuke his ſoul , for being ſo inordinately caff down Within him ? 
It's a ſaying acknowledged by all Divines, He that never doubted, never be 
lieved, O Lord, 1 believe, help my wnbelzef. Though doubts are not a 
duty, yet they will be neceſſary companions; /as corruptions to our 
graces. 
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Of the Foy of Saints, in God and heavenly 
. #hings,. as one Effett of the Light of Gods 
-. - Countenance: The Nature of it, and the 
-* eAggravations of it comparatively to all other 
Pleaſures whatſoever, 
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Thou haſt put more gladneſi into my heart , then they have had, when 
their Corn and Wine encreaſeth. 


B fherm rext declareth a Reaſon, Why David defires the light of Gods counte- 
| nance above any earthly things ; why his wiſh is contrary to thole of the 
world. And the Reaſon is deduced from that bleſſed and admirable effe&t of 
it upon David's heart, God being reconciled, pat more gladnefſe into bis heart, 
they all the pleaſures of the World could amonnt unto. 

So that in the words , we are to conſider the Bexefit or Priviledge it ſelf, 
Glaineſſe. It's a rule, That ( Omni vita eft propter deleftationem ) all life, yea 
all operations, are for delight. So that Gladnefſe and Foy, is the ſoul in 
its bigheft felicity : It's the action of the ſoul in flouriſhing Characters : It's 
the ſoul in its glory : It's Arras unfolded and ſpread open, 

2. There isthe Origina] and Efficient Cauſe of it, God: Thox haſt put, Gods 
comforts and joy, they ate like himſelf, infinite, pure, unmixed ; there isno fear 
or forrow accompanying ſuch. 

' 3. There is the manner of participation, 7 hou haſt pat it into my heart. This 
ſheweth the efficacy and irreſiſtibleneſſe of Gods comfort, He puts it into the 

eart, men cannot : They can only ſuggeſt, they. cannot put into the heart. 
If God puts comfort in, all the troubles and ſad temptations which ariſe in 
the ſob), cannot be able to withſtand ir, no more then the night can hinder the 
day frem diſpelling of it. 

4. There is the Subjet or Veſſel receiving it, Ay heart. The worlds 
Joy is but in the 920th, or in the phayſie; this ts in the heart. = 

Laftly, There is the aggravation of it, by a compariſon with all earthly 
Joy ; and that the greateſt which can be: fore then When their Corn and Wine 
encreaſeth. 7udea was a Land that abounded with Corn and Vineyards : Antl the 
Scripture, when it would expreſſe a great joy, calls it the joy of Harveſt: Yer 

David's joy is greater then this. 

Now though the. text inſtanceth in theſe two, yet we are to underſtand «/ 
kind of joy. The joy of the rich man, of the greaet man, of the voluptuous : Let 
MoJo be What it can be in any earthly thing, an heavenly heart hath from God 4 
better joy. It's true, ſome Interpreters make this the ſenſe ; as if David did here 
profeſle his joy, becauſe his enemies whom he reproved in the beginning of his 
Pſalm did thus encreaſe. As if he would ſay, Though they hate and oppoſe 
me, yet I am ſo farre from bearing ill will co them, that I rejoyce in their abun- 
dance. Yea, ſome Popiſh Interpreters, make a myfticall meaning, as if here 
were a Propheſie of the delight of Gods people ; becauſe of the Sacrament con- 
ſiſtingof Bread and Wine: Yea, Oyl is added in ſome Copies of their Tran- 
flations, as if their extream Union were alſo intended, But this is indeed, to 

make 
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make the Scripture a Noſe of Wax, a 


T bat the godly have more joy from God, aud heavenly things, then all the menf 
the World can have in their earthly delights, - : Hi 


If a wicked man did bur know what the comfort and conſolationis, that doth 
accompany an holy life, he would judge all his earthly pleaſures, to be like the 
Predigals husk. He would cry out of his madneſſe ; Oh fooliſh and unwiſe,that 
have left this ſpiritual joy, to partake of humane and worldly 1 - 1 Pet, 1.8;;It's 
called #n/peakable joy, and full of glory. Such a joy,that it can never be expreſſed ; 
As a Father, or a Mother, cannot expreſle their natural affeRtions. It's 8 joy, 
which rhe godly that feel it, cannot declare unto another ; bae when they have 
ſaid all they can, fiill they feel more. Though ext of their abundaxce the heart 
Seakes, yet it cannot ſpeak all it's ab#ndance. Andas a godly man cannot «x-+ 
preſſe 1c, ſo neither can a natural man believe any ſuch thing; he cannot be per- 
ſwaded that there is ſuch joy in ic. As he that hath not taſted Honey, cannot 
jadge how ſweet if is ; Neither can a blind man think, what a glorious creature 
the Sunne is. 

Let us therefore firſt open the abſolute nature and dignity of tha Joy, then ſpeak, 
of it comparatively. 

And in the firſt place, The glory and dignity of this joy, #« from two particalars 
s2 the text. G 

Firſt, It is from the Original. As there isa Wi/dome Which comes from above, 
that is heavenly ; and a wi/dome fleſhly and dewilifh ; lo allo, thereis a joy which 
comes from above, chat is pure and excellent ;z and there is a joy, that is of the 
World, and the fleſs, and this is indeed deviliſh. . But the joy which a godly man 
receiveth, it's from Heaven, from God himſelf; and ſo hath a pure and choice 
excellency in it. It differs from worldly joy, as the elementary fire from the cu- 
linary. The elementary fire, needs no pabulum, no wood to maintain it, it 
will not periſh ; but the kitchen fire, that muft have wood or coales, it will 
not laſt any longer then this fewel, Thus all worldly joy, that muſt have daily 
ſticks and coales puttoit. If Friends die, if Wealth be loſt, Pleaſures denyed, 
this joy is gone : but this joy from above, abides the ſame. As long as God abides 
in Heaven, ſo long that continues; unleſſe we by our ſiunes, provoke God to 
take it away.All the world cannot give ſuch a joy as thisis, Therefore Gal.5.22.it's 
called che frait of Gods Spirit ; and often, Foy inthe holy Gheſk, Hence the Spi- 
rit of Godis called the Comforter : And Godis ftiled ( 2 Cor.1.3.) the Godof all 
conſolations, becauſe it is he alone that workes it. Men may create the world as 
well, as of themſelves get ſuch a joy as this. Hence the people of God walk 
many times mournfully for the want of it ; And there is no Serwazitan can put 
this Oyl into their wounds. David cannot alwaies ſay, God put ſuch joy in hu 
heart: Yea, he profeſſeth the clean contrary ſometimes, That his ſoul was bowed 
dewn ; that he watered his bed with teares. And Fob, was almoft like a damned 
man in Hell. But of the Reaſon of chis deſolateneſſe, we may ſpeak hereafrer ; 
It's enough chat this demonftrateth God to be the*Author of all our joy.: And 

that as all the men in the world cannot make the Sunne ariſe in the morning,. did 


not God appoint it that natura] courſe ; ſoneither are any able to bring*this joy 


| into their hearts. 

Therefore in the ſecond place, The ſecond diſcovery of this joy ts fromthe mane 
wer of Working it ; Thou didft put it into my heart : That isan excellent expreſij- 
' on. It ſheweth what dominion and ſoyeraignty God hath over the heart : He 
can as eaſily put joy into thy ſoul, though afflited, though tempted, though 

E ce grieved, 


The nature of 
this Joy, 


The -G odly Mans Choice. 


grieved with finne; as thou canft pour Wine into a Bottle, He can with a word, 
command waters to become Wine. ' So that as the, Orthodox maintain, That 
Gods grace tm converting the heart, is irreſiſtible ;/ir's inſuperable : The heart 
cannot reſiſt it with finall prevalency. For 4 »ulle duro corde reſpicitar ; quippe ad 
hoc antur nut tollat cor durum. So it's true alſo in ſpiritual joy 5; The grieved 
heart, the ſad heart gannot reject it, becauſe it's given to rake away the fad 
heart, Hence we read of the people of God, the Martyrs and others, that 
they have rejoyced under their tribulations, more then their Perſecutors did un« 
der all their abundance. How was this poſſible, but that God did ſo fill their 
hearts, that no outwerd or inward miſery could have any room there > This 
ſhould teach the people of God to walk ſo exactly, that they may not on the 
contrary ſay, God hath put more bitterneſle into their heart, then any can have 
in their worldly miſeries. For as the joy of God is more then all earthly joy, - 
ſo the ſenſe of Gods anger and wrath, cauſerh more ſorrow and arguiſh 
of ſpirit , then all outward calamities can do. A Wennded ſpirit, Who can 
bear ? 

Thirdly, Thr Foy Which Ged puts into our hearts, followeth upon a true gidly 
ſorrow and monrning for ſinve. All the joy of thy beart, which doth not flow 
from humiliation and deep ſorrow for finne, it's but a blaze; it*s like the crack- 
ling of thornes. And thisis neceſſary to be obſerved; for the Hypocrite, who 
never had any true ſound grace, yet he may have ſome tranſitory joy. So at, 
13. They received the Werd with joy : And ſome »ejozced in Fobn Baptiſts light ; 
bur it was for a /e«/er ex/y. ' And thus many in ſome fits, yeain ſome holy du- 
ties, find a gladneſſe and inward joy upon their hearts ; but this never had a 
true ſorrow go before. Before Pax! was admitted into Goſpel joyes, he was 
firiken to the ground, and had a deep ſenſe of his former guilt, Therefore the 
Promiſe is, Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall rejozce, Mat.5. Therefore 
as the Pſalmift ſpeaks concerning aflitions, it's true alſo of gudly ſorrow ; 
T bey that ſow in teares, ſhall reap in joy. Many defire joy ; they are willing ro 
hear of a Sermon that may cauſe gladneſle in their hearts ; but then they can- 
not endure the preparatory unto it : They do not love the Law ſhould wound 
them, before the Goſpel heal them. But this is the nature of all heavenly joy, 
it's a daughter to godly ſorrow. Ferw panitens de peccato doler, & de dolore 
ganudet. Ardthis isit which makes godly joy ſo welcome and fo precious, be- 
cauſe the heart was mourning, and humbled before, thinking it ſelf unworthy 
of any joy inthe leaft manner : Though others might rejoyce , yet not they: 
This then is the method God takes; Firſt the Spirit of God is a Spirit 
of Supplication and mourning, then it's a Spirit of Joy and conlola- 
t10n. 

Fourthly, Thu joy which God patteth in the heart, it's from ſpiritual and hear 
venly motives. Therefore the duty is ſo often called for to Rejoyce 5n the Lord : 
And it's called foy i» the holy Ghyft, It ariſeth from Gods favour, from Goſpel» 
Priviledges ; becauſe God is reconciled; becauſe finne is pardoned ; becauſe we 
are juftifica through the blood of Chriſt, So that the joy of a godly man, and 
of anatural man, differ as much as Heaven and Earth. For what maxes thee re- 
joyceat any time? Is it ſome worldly pleaſure? Is ir not ſome earthly content? 
Is it not becauſe ſuch and fuch earthly advantages betall thee? Thy heart is ne- 
ver cheerfuil and merry, but frem ſuch conſiderations. Now , how different, 
and poor, and contemptible are theſe to this heavenly Joy ? For the gladnefle 
of their heart, ariſeth from the love of God ; from an Intereſt in Chrift ; from 
the conſideration of eternal glory. Theſe ſublime and ſpiritual Objects, do ra- 
viſhthe godly ſoul. So that the delights of a beaſt, are not more inferiour to 
the delights of a man, as a rational man, then the delights of a man are to bim, 
asa Chriſtian. What the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning the thoughts and —_ 
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of a Cluld, comparatively toa man, che ſame is true alſo in reſpe& of Joy , 
I Cor.13, Children have their joy; they laugh as Children; they rejoyce in 
their Babies as Chtidre:: bur when they come to be men, they cannot rejoyce 
as Children ; chey cannoc delighc ro play as chey did, when little Boyes. Thus 
when thou art once made godly, and haſt taſted of more excellent Joy , thou 
canit not delight in che pleaſures of ſinne, norin the greateſt advantages of the 
world : They are below thee. Thou faiett to thy ſelf, when inordinately rex 
joycingin thele things , as ſhe did , but falſly , ro David; Thou.haſt made thy 
Jelf like one of the wile fellows ro day. The godly mans joy comes fron an higker 
Spring, then the worlds doth. ; 

Fithly, Hence in the next place, No man can have this ſpiritual joy, but ſuch 
Who are regenerated, and bornof God: Who have a ſpiritual and ſupernatural 
life. We lee in nacure, that according to the ſeveral kinds of life, ſo there are 
leveral delights, and propertionable thereunto, the natural and animal life, 
the rational life, the ſenſe hath its delights, and reaton hath its delght. Thus 
when a man is born again, he bath his joy and bis delight. Do not ye read often 
of Dvd, thac proteſſeth the Word of God, was ſweeter then the honey or the 
hoxey-ceomb to him? Doch he not ſay, That his heart panted after God, like a 
parchea Welderneſſe, and more then the hart doth after Waters ? And whence is all 
this, but becauſe-D-:vidis a man after Gods own heart ? Andindeed, it's wholly 
_ twpolſlibie chata man ſhould rejoyce in any ſpiritual Object, till he himſelf be 

made holy. 'As our Saviour cold his Diſciples, He had other meat tocat of , then 
they knew of, So hath every godly man, other joyes, other delights , then any 
natural man can conceive. ' Therefore do not keep off from godlineſſe, for fear 
af looling thy, joyes ; do nat think that is to bid farewell to all cheerfulneſſe and 
ol;dneſle of hearc ; bur-rather, tou never yet.didſt know what-true joy means ; 
as yetthonuarta ſtranger toit 5 for none but a regenerate man can cnter-into 
this Joy. | | 

_Sixthly, Thu jsy Which God puts into the hearts of bus peaple, #t's unſpeakable 
and unexpreffible. Like that zew Name , and hidden Manna, Which none. know- 
eth, but he that hathit. Prov.14.12. A ſtranger doth not intermedale with this 
J93.. . There are ſome things that are ſo experimentally perceived by us, that 
a-man cannot-expreſſe them : He feeleth them , and is fully perſwaded of ;them, 
yec he cannot tell-how to expreſle this to another. Aslife, a man doth feel and 
know heliveth, yet who can tell anocher what his lifeis> 76 was in bitterneſſe 
and ſorrow; and it was above his expreſlion ; his Friends. cenſured him , but 
faith he, 1f your ſouls Were in my Read, ' you Would judge. otherwiſe. 1f you 
felt what feel, you would be of another mind. - And thus it is in regard of ſpi- 
ritual joy; Youare apt co condemn the generation of the godly ; Why will they 
be ſo ftri&t and preciſe > Why will they not xunne into the ſame exceſle of linne, 
and enjoy the ungodly pleaſures of the warld as others do ? Oh know, you 
ſpeak foolifnly mn this ching ! If your ſouls were ina godly mans ſtead ; if you 
had ever felt what they feel; if-you had ever perceived upon your ſouls that 
which they have done, you would quickly change your minds , and your con- 
- verſation alſo. You. would then jay, An hour of this Joy, is more then a 
thouſand years of the wgridly joy : Thata: drop of this, is more then an Ocean 
of carnal-pleaſures. This made Davidcall upon wicked men, to «fe: and ſee 
hiw good Cod is, If you would tafte;if you would ſet your ſelves to try what this. 
Joy 1s, you would then quickly perceivea'difference : But none knoweth this, ſave 
thoſe who have the expericnce of it, _-_ Oo: 
\ Seventbly,. The nature of this joy, 75 to pat. a man upon all haly aftions: Upon 
aQiive and ſerviceable waies for God. And ghus.in regard of its EffeQts and O- 
perations, it differs from-woridly joy , as, much as Heayea..from Earth ;.or 
Gold from drofſe. For when the heart of -awicked man is merry, what doth.it 
Eec 2  _ put 
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pur him upon, but ungodly practices ? Then they muſt go to their cups, to 
their ſports, then they muft go to their frolick and warton playes : Thus their 
joy makes them very wicked ; whereas this godly joy putteth a man upon 
praiſingand blefling of God- 7s any man merry let him ſing Pſalmes, Jam. 5.13. 
Ic puts him upon more fervent and cheerfull praying, hearing ; and no Chrittan 
is ſo ative and lively as he that is joyfull, Neh 8.10. The joy of the Lord is ſaid 
to be their ftrength. There needeth nor then any great labour co diſcern the gods 
ly mans mirth and the wicked mans: For the wicked he encreaſeth his Jinne 
thereby, he is more hardged to do wickedly. This joy is like the Devil to the 
herd of ſwine, which were hurried violently co hell; chey would never do thar 
in a ſober ſad ſpirir,they do then. t 
We have declared the nature of this heavenly gladneſs abſolutely ; Ler 
now corſuder the aggravation of it comparatively to all other pleaſures Whatſcever ; 
that ſoall unregenerate men may ſee they live co their loſs, and that one day in 
godlineſs affords more true ſolid comfort, then the whole lite of a wicked man, , 
though he ſhould live JZethu/alem'sage, And 

Firſt, Spiritual joy exceeds all Woraly, in regard of the purity of its nature. 
Itis en unmixed joy, there is nothing adhering to it, to make an abatement, or 
putacheck roit; whereas all wordly joy hath gallas well as hony; there is no 
Roſe growech without its pricks. Look over.all the wordly cumforts that every 
where are enjoyed, ſee if they have not a Bat in them as was ſaid of Neamas 
the Syriav, He was a great man, an honoured man, a rich man, bat he was a 
Leper, that took off from the reft : So of every unregenerate man, He hath 
ſuch an eſtate, ſach friends, ſuch advantages co delight in; bxt there is ſuch a 
ſinne, and ſuch a finne, which if rightly conſidered would marre all his comforc, 
Do not thou thereiore ſet thy ſoul co rejoyce and to take its eaſe, for there is 
either the commiſlion of ſuch ſinnes, or the emiſſion of ſuch duties, that would 
quickly wound thy heart, and take thee off from all thy jollity ; whereas now 
come tothis heavenly joy, there is joy, and no cauſe of ſorrow joyned with ir. 
This is like the upper region, where therc are nos Meteors : Look round about 
thee, Think of God, vt Chrift, of eternity, ofdeach, yea of ſinnes, and theu 
haſt cauſe to rejoyce; for all theſe things work for thy good. It's true, there 
is 4'time when the godly are called to mourning, when they are to faſt and 
bumblerhemſelves; but conſider, this holy mourning doth not oppoſe, but enx: . 
creaſe heavenly joy, The more thou canſt, mourn for thy own ſinnes, or the ſinnes 
of the Nation, the greater is thy joy in the Lord : So that ſuch mourning doth 
make ehee abate of thy natural and earthly comforts, bur not atall of thy bea- 
venſy comforts : So that heavenly joy is of ſuch a pure nature, that it's better 
then gold, it cannot have any droſs mixed wich it; it's like the pure flames of 
the fire, which cannot receive any mixture with it. Thercfore do then con- 
ſider over all thy worldly delights. Was there ever any that did afford meer 
matter of comfort? Is there not ſome occaſion of grief, of vexation, of diſcon- 
cent as well? whereas all heavenly things aftord only delight, and no trouble 
at all. 

Secondly, Spiritual joy is wore cordial and ſubſtantial ; it doth more inward- 
ly poffefs a mas, then any earthly joy can do : Di/ce gaudere, ſaid Seneca: 
Thou haft pur ic into- my heart, ſaith David, Plal.33.21. Onr heart ſhall re- 
Joyce in him, and 'Pſal.3.5. My heart ſhall rejoyce in thy ſalvation. Hence you 
heard it was called #»ſpeakable joy; and the peace of Ged, which is the cauſe of 
this joy, is ſaid ts paſs all undirſtanding. Therefore our Savicur prayeth, - 
7<h.17, that this joy might be filled in them; a notable expreſſion to declare that 
the comfort Gods people have, is of a farre more ſolid and real nature, then 
what men of the world have : They are never _—_ and truely joyfull, for 


there iscither the ſting of ſome ſinne, the guilt of conſcience, or the ſear of ſome 


danger, 
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danger, that doth greatly check their joy : Inſomuch that many rimes the un- 
godly of the world, chey put che belt face apoa things they can; chey would bear 
1c our, as if they had peace, and they had comforr, when God Kknowert, and 
cheir owa hearc, feelech many cormencing feares within them, - Solommbn Ipeaks 
fully co chis of a wicked man, Prov 14.13. Even in laughter the heart t ſorrow- 
full; his mzaningis, chica wicked man in che midf of all jollicy, anda carnal 
mirch, yec he hach bur a ſad hearc, and why ? There is guilc with him, there is 
a conſcience ſecretly repining in him, end though he ſtriverh to bear it down, and 
would make a greater noiſe then thar, yer thele whiſperings, and ſecrec acculati- 
ons do greatly weaken their joy ; forit's enough that conſcience accuſerh thee, 
though none 1a the world elſe can witneſs againſt thee, 2utd proderit 1551 nw 
habere conſcium, habents couſcientiam ? Whac will it avail chee to have thy cone 
ſcience accuſiag chee, though there be no witneſs conſcious with it? Was not 
Belſhazz,ar in the midi of all his jollicy and excellive rior > Yer the appearing of 
an hand-writizg made him quake, and his knees co tremble. Why might noc he 
have choughc ic had been ſome good Angel, or there was ſome writing tor him 
co encreaſe his kingdome? No, bur before ever he can tell. what it is, he 1s a+ 
fraid, and trembles, his hearc was guilty, Semper preſumit ſeva mala couſcien- 
tia. Thus take the moſt wanton, looſe, and jolly fianer that is, his heart being 
guilty, he alwayes chinkerh and feargth che worſe ; now the Lord remembers - 
ſach and ſuch ſinnes : So char it's not the laughing, and ranting, and ſinging of 
mercy Songs, thardemonſtratea joyfull bearc; no, there may be ſadneſs and 
terrour within for all that ; whereas chis ſpiritual joy fillecth up che hearc of a 
sodly man, whatioever preſents it ſelf, he can Tejoyce, At this time, when 
David profeſſeth his joy, it was outwardly a moſt ſad time with him. For Ex- 
pofitors judge, he was now purſued by. A4/a/om his own ſonne, who riſeth 
ag ainkt him, his people forfake him, Shimgs raileth at him, tellech him, God 
had now avenged the blood of Sax upon him and all. this was occaſioned by 
his own wickedacfs; yet in the mid of all theſe ſad circumftances,he had ſo much 
joy in his beart : So that the godly even while he weepeth and mourneth, hath 
Joy, and the wicked even while he Jaugheth and rantsic, yet hath gnawing worms 
within him. | 
Thirdly, Heavenly joy # rational, ſeried upon ſound and ſolid grounds. If 
you ſeeany godly mar, rejoyce, and walk with a chearfull ſpiric, ic's well done, 
there is cauſe for it ; who may do itifnot he 2 Whereas take any natural unre- 
generate man, he hath not the Jealt cauſe of the leaft ſmile ; If he did as he ſhould 
do, he would roar and cry out, he would go and weep bitterly, he would ſmite 
upon the breaſt and the thigh, ſaying, What ſhall I do'? Oh my ſinnes, my 
ſinnes ! Now chis is greatly to be conſidered, who hath the true cauſe of res 
joycing and who not. Tell not me, ſuch a man liverh a jolly merry life, ſuch a 
man is ar his hearts caſe, he liverh in his pleaſures all the-week long : Oh but 
what reaſon, what cauſe hath he ro do ſo 1 If hedid rightly conſider himſelf, if 
he did lay his finnes to his kearc, he would mourn and weep, and bewail him- 
ſelf all the day long ; for whar joy canſt thou have, as long as chy ſinnes are gor 
ardoned, as'long as God is angry with thee, as long as thou mayeſt tumble 
into hell every moment ? Is it for ſuch an one as thou to be glad, and laugh, and 


take thy eaſe? No, our Saviour Z«k.6,25, pronouncech a Woe to you, for you 


faall mourn, though now you, will not : T here 5 no peace ſaith my Ged to the 
Wicked man ;, it's the ſpeech of the Prophet 1/aiah, Chap.48 22, Stand off then, 
joy doth nor belong to thee, it's the godly mans portion ; none may, or bath 
cauſe to walk chearfully but he, for the favour. of God is upon him, God is nor 
angry with him, his ſinnes they are forgiven, death end the day of Judgement 
can do him no hurt, whether poor or rich, whether well or ill, whether living 
or dying, he hath cauſe to rejoyce, Phil 4 4. Rejoyce in the Lord alway, and 
AgAMn 


It's no matter, faith the Apoftle : Let ic be how it will be with thee, Rejoyce 
alway ; and indeed let the wicked and ungodly tremble, let them cry out with 
borrour, thoſe that have the guilt of their finnes vpon them, thoſe that every 
moment may be adjudged co hell; let them mourn and tremble :* Bur 
ſor a godly man, he hach no cauſe at all, but to rejogce in the Lord al- 
WAYES. 

wel Toy from the Lord Will have a goed end, there Will be no [ad reckoning 
for it afterwards : There will be no cauſe to repent of it; bur all wordly joy 
chough it doth pleale thee for atime, yet there is a fling in the tail of it, there 
will bea bitter account to be made at the day of Judgemeur, and this cercainly 
you ſhould rightly conſider of: Theſe pleaſures, this carnal delight of mine, 
will it not coſt dear hereafter > Will nor all this hony turn into choler 2 Will 
not my torments be according to my pleaſures? Whar ſaith So/omon to his 
young man that is moſt given to follow his delights, Eccle/. 11.9. Rejoyce O young 
man, and Walk in the Wayes of thy heart, purſue thy lufts, care for noctung, 
rrample Gods word under thy feet, bt know thou, that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee to judgement ; and is not "this like an hand-writing in the wall ? 
The thoughts of what will be hereafter, may juſtly firike our all thy preſent de- 
lights : I am merry now, laughing now : Bur ſhajl I do thus when death comes ? 
ſhall I laugh when at the day of judgement I ſhall Rand arraigned ar his Tribunal ? 
Oh do nor admire ſuch pleaſures, that will coft ſo dear at the latter end ! But for 

: the godly mans joy, that will never ſhame him, chat will never grieve him, but 
as the Apoſtle ſpeakes about repentance, it's a repentance never to be repented of. 
Thus here is a joy thatis alwzyes to be joyed in, a!joy that will never trouble 
thee hereafter, whereas for all this wordly joy thou muft mourn again ; ir hath 
been the time of thy ſinning, and of thy rebelling ag?inft God, and therefore all 
this will curn'into bitterneſs at che latter end; If theſe pleaſures would not turn 
into torment, then ir were ſomething ; but as theſe have abounded, ſo will thy 
rorments and troubles alſo abound. Thou canft not ſay with Agag, the bitter- 
neſs of death and hell are pait : What is the ſad end of all Diver his joy ? Yea 
ſometimes they are deſtroyed in the very midff of all their pleaſures, as the Phi- 
liſtimes, and as Nabal were. | 

Fifchly, 7 he joy ard gladneſs of a godly man ts ftable and perpetual, becauſe the 
ground xd canſe of it is unchangeable + God never ceaſeth co be his Father, he 
| Thall never beciſt out of the ſtate of Jaſtification, he ſhall pever loſe his intereſt 
in Heaven; now this rock alwayes abiding, their joy muſt alſo be immoves- 
ble. Ic's true, though the godly have cauſe alwayes to rejoyce, yet they do not 
ſo actually; for the preſent they may mourn and bein bitterneſs, but that many 
rimes is cauſed by their own finne and weakneſs; or elſe God to give them more 
comfort, afterwards. doch ſuſpend preſent comfort, as the Sunne is moſt wel- 
come after a tempeftuous black ftorme ; but though this be, yet the foundation 
of their joy remaincth ſure, there isthe ſame cauſe why they ſhould rejoyce al- 
wayes. Oh bur thns it is not with the unregenerate man, all his joy is but'a 
blaze,and all the cauſe or ground of it is very uncertain. Every creature and con- 
dition they rejoyce in, is it not mutable? To day laughing, ro morrow crying: 
To day cheerful} becauſe thou haſt ir, ro morrow mourning becauſe thou haft 
loſtit. Thusin Fob, Chap. 20. 5. Zophar faith, The rriumphing of the wicked is 
ſhort, and the joy of an bypecrite for a moment : The oi] to this lamp will quickly 
fail, thy honours, thy life, thy wealth, theſe things will nor laſt alwayes. Oh 
then ſhonld it not be thy wiſdome to lay up for ſuch joy, that will «bide contie- 
nually, that wilt never leave thee 1 Is it not evident folly to take thy delight in 
chat,: which may be loſt the next hour? As fonah took preat content in his 
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Gonrd, and within a day a Worme breedeth therein, and conſnmeth all. There- 
fore ſay of thy worldly joy, as thou mayeft of thy life it ſelf; It is but a 6»ble, 
a vapesy, here today and gone to. morrow ; :if thou couldeft- preſerye;all. chis 
delight continually, and death it ſelf could not rob thee of ic, then go 00, \aud 
make much of it :. But ro thy terrour thbu wilt \find the inftability of it, as with 
the Sodomites, The morning Was fair and pleaſant, but fire and brimftone Was upon 
them before night. For ought thou knoweft, thou mayeſt go from laughing 
here, toeternal roarings in hell the next moment, TE 
Sixthly, Spiritual joyes tranſcend earthly, becauſe the ſoul can better percerve 
them, they are of a more ſpiritual and penetrating uature and efficacy : The ſoul 
can receive them as the ſpunge doth water, or the iron doth fire, the ſoul may 
be filled with ir ; but all bodily delights and joy, they are more groſs and thick : 
This resſon give the Schoolmen, why all ſoul delights are above the body, and 
much more it &hey be ſpiricual and heavenly : As thoſe ſinnes which are immedi- 
ately ſeared in the ſoul, they are more deep and inward then bodily ſinnes; ſo 
that joy and delight which enters immediately into a mans. ſoul, is farre more 
ſoaking and preſling, then that which is upon the body primarily : For bodily 
Joyes are like the Sunne-beames, which come in ata cranny, or little hole ; bur 
foul delight is as when the Sunne comes in at a window, or at a great door, there 
is Capacity enough to receive it, | 
Seventhly, AU earthly joy 73 to be moderated, we may ſinnein it, we may g0 
too farre, we may over-joy : Therefore the Pſalmift exhorts, P/al.2. to re 
joyce With trembling. While we take any joy in theſe earthly things, we are to 


»do it with trembling, for then is a temptation to ſinne, then are we in greateft 


danger, in the' midft of; heat we are ſubje& to take cold. Hence the A- 
poſtle faith, 1 Cer.7. Thoſe that r:joyce, muſt be as if they did not rejoyce : SO 
great acare are we to have that our joy bemoderated, we do not fay it's unlawfull 
to take delight, and joy in the creatures, the Seripture commands to eat and 
drink with qoy of heart, only we muft not joy exceſfively, we may quickly let 
this joy overflow the bankes ; and certainly the carnal and immoderate joy that 
men take even in lawfull things, is no little part of their iniquity : For why is it 
that thy heart can rejoyce in outward mercies, thou canft take delight in theſe 
creatures, but haſt none atall in heavenly things? A Fair, a Market is thy de- 
light, when thou canſt not call the Sabbath a delight : Is noc all this, becauſe thy 
heart over-joyeth in theſe things. 

Uſe f Exhortation , not to be diſheartned at godlineſs, as if it were a 
ſad, melancholy , mopiſh hfe : Oh know, thou never comet to have true joy, 
til thou live the godly, exact, and preciſe: life ! The cloſer thou walkeft with 
God, the more fearfull to commit any ſinne, the more unſpeakable and ſolid is 
thy joy. Oh call not that laughter and mirth of the wicked man, joy 1 Solo- 
won ſaith, it*s not joy, it's madxe/s : Donotye ſee mad'men; they will laugh, 
and hoot, and leap with jollity, when they are bereft of reaſon, and lye in chains 
bound up in a dark Dungeon ? Such is all the worlds laughter : They die laugh» 
ing, They goto hell laughing, and is not this madnefs ? Yet who can perſwade 
men to leave their carnal jolliry, and to taft how good and pleaſant the wayes of 
Godarc? Well, go on and take thy delights, thou wile have laughing enough 
one day : for Prov.1. God will langh at thy defsrution, and mock When thy fear 
cometh, 
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1 will both lay me down in peace,and ſleep, for thoy ( Lord ) only makeſt me 
dwell in ſafety. | 


V E have heard of one glorious Efett of the light of Gods countenance 
upon David, viz. A gladneſſe ſurpaſſing all the joy that can be inthe 
World; now in this verſe, we have a ſecond, and no leſſe noble Ef:# of the ſame 
cauſe. For as the Sunne hath many ſeverall and notable effects upon the earth , 
it doth not only enlighten or-comfort, but makes fruittull, and aboundeth alſo 
in many other effets. Thus the favoxr of God, where that is perceived, itis not 
one or two, but many glorious conſequents flow from thence. And this in the* 
text, is an holy ſecurity, and admirable quietneſſe of ſpirit, free from all ſinful 
diftempers, let his danger be neverſo great. So that this heavenly cranquillity, 
is a frujt of that Faith which he had in God, at this time, though fo greatly 
tempted. : 

. Therefore inthe words, you have David's godty ſecarity, a fruit of ha Faith, 
expreſſed in two atFions, as a manifeſtation of ir ; with the Reaſon, and the Cauſe 
of it, 

The Aion: demonſtrating his quiet ſpirit, are, 

1. Hu lying down in peace. 

2. Hu ſleeping. 

His /ying down; that denoteth, He would not be interrupted in his natural 

. aRions, and ordinary courſe of life z he would eat, and drink , and go to bed 
for all that. | 

But becauſe many go to bed, and though they put of their cloathes, yet can- 
not lay afide their tormenting and vexing cares, whereby, though they /y dow», 
yet are 7ef/eſſe and ſleepleſſe, tolfing from one ſide to another : Therefore ſe- 
condly,be addeth, 7 will take my ſleep. All that danger and trouble he was in, 
ſhould not break his ſleep ; he would take his reft as ſweetly as cver he did in the 
mid of his Proſperity. 

Now certainly, if you do conſider in what a temptation and danger David 
wasin, you will fay it's impoffible ; or rather, thar Faich which mskes us de- 
pend on God, in ſuch fireights, with the effe&s of ir, are no leſſe admirable, 
then miraculous Faith. It's generally concluded on by the beſt Interpreters, that 
this Pſalm was made upon the fame occaſion which the immediate one 
going before was; and that appeareth by the Inſcription , to be compoſed 
when David fled from Abſolow. So then, David faith, He will lye down and 

ep: Take his ſweet reft, when he was in that flight of his, purſued by Ab/e- 
lem. Andif'you would know, how grievous that was , conſult 2 Sam. 15. 
the whole Chapter, eſpecially verſe 30. there you will find , that 4b/o/om by 
fair pretences of Juftice and Religion, had ftolen the hearts of all the people 
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to himſelf, againft David his Father; whereupon he makes Warre , raiſeth 
a great Army. The conſpiracy was carried oa with great pride and poli- 


cy, inſfomuch that David is forced to fly from Pern/alems, and to runne whither 


he can for his ſafety ; all the people did generally forſake him : So thar he 
with ſome few , went up to Mount Oliver; and as he went, he Wep:, and 
covered his face, and went barefoot, and all the people went with him , and 
wept alſo. What a ſad ſight was this, to ſee David, ſo Religious a King , 10 


- potent, who had conquered ſo many Enemies, to be brought into this extrea- 


mity 2 Yea, hisettate was ſo deſpicable, that one man Shimes, Chap. 16. came 
out and curſed him, railed on him; Come ont thou bleody man, T how man of 
Beliall ; and threw flones and dyft at him. By all this, you ſee his miſery was 
great enough. But addeto this; That at this very time, David knew God 
brought this evil upon him for his Aawltery, and Uriahs buſineſſe ; the Prophet 
had threatned fiim thus, So that both God and man ſeem againſt him ; hes 
forſaken of all, and his conſcience tels him for what this is : He can eaſily tell 
the ſinnes that make it thus with him. Yet for all this, ſee his admirable Faith, 
in the powerfull effe&ts of it; 7 Will lay me down and ſisep. Would you think, 
that David could make ſuch a Pſalm as this, and ſpeak after this manner , even 
when he went barefoot and Weeping in that direfull manner ? This is ſo incre- 
dible, that ſome have thought it could not be literally true of David, and 


' have made myſtical applications of it ro Chrift; but upon very weak 


rounds. 
: Yet leſt you ſhould think this came from ſome Rupidity, or fook-hardineſſe, or 
from Stoical Apathie (for Dav5d doth in a high manner, thae which the Stoicks 
ſo highly commend , but could never themſelves practice ) he addeth the res- 
ſon of ir; by which you may lee, it was not carnal ſecurity , but holy 
confidence. 

The Reaſon is taken from Gods ProteZ59x and care : He doth not thus ſes 
curely take his reft, becauſe chough generally forſaken, yet ſome mighty men 
of valour did cleave to him, and he had old Souldiers, whereas the Conſpi- 
ratours were many of them inexpert: Nor doth he think that he had out- 
witted them, by ſending his fairhfull Friend Haſ2ai into Abſolow's Court, 
to undermine him, while he pretended to ſerve him, but all is frem God; 
T how alone makeft me dwell in ſafety. It was God, and he only, that could pro- 
te& and defend bim. 

In the expreſſion of Davia's ſecurity, 7 Wil both lay me down and ſlerp ; 
the Hebrew word 7xchaan, hath troubled Interpreters: The Seprwegint tran- 
ſlate it, 7 79 v2: Some Simal, ſome Pariter. Auſtin makes inid ipſum to 
be God : He would reſt in God, who only is, 1 am, that I am : But that 
is ignorance of the Hebrew, Some relate it to David's enemies; He would 
lye down with them, though they were ai45ons about him, as Pſalw.3. 
Others relate it to his own company , that did faithfully adhere co him in 
this his temptation. But they ſeem to take ic moſt genuinely, chat relate 
it to the ations; 7 Will both lie down and ſleep: One as well as the other, 
to demonſtrate the fiducial frame of his ſpirit. From this Explication , 
Obſerve, 


That Faith depending on God, in a lively and vigerons manner, doth /o 
comfort and quiet the heart, in the midſt of great flireights, as 5f thive Wore 
yore at all. 


Certainly, David could not have ſpoken more ſecurely and quietly at chat 
time , when. all the people had made him King, his Enemies vanquiſhed, 
and he ſetled in his Kingdom, Therefore to fay this, when he was in imminent 
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danger. of all, and when he was ſe purſued, - that he could not tell where 
"ke thould lie down, or where he. ſhould lleep; this is wonderfull. Oh , 
how may the very naming of this DoQtrine , ſhame the beft and choicett 
of Gods Children | For little affiQtions, that are not to be named to Þa- 
 wid's, they diſquiet thee; they make thee tofſle up and down, and thou 
art refiſefle in thy ſpirit. Oh, do thou ſhame thy ſelf, and thy troubled 
hearr for ever, by this Preſident . which David bath ſet thee! And lef 
you-ſhould think this was but a ſuddain flaſh and lightning in David, you 
may find , that this fire did alwaies warm his breaft. For look to che 
third: Pſalm made by him, while he was in his flight , he faith chere the 
ſame thing, only in the Prterperfefi-renſe : What he here faith he will as, 
you may there ſee he had dowe. Oh, you would think David had little 
occaſion to make Pſalmes , to be proclaiming his confidence in God! ra» 
ther to have had his whoie ſoul taken up with his military affaires, but 
thus Faith doth put on ſpiritual Armory upon his ſoul. And that you may 
not think, only David could do this, ſee the like ſecure ang holy confi- 
dence in the Prophet Habbakuk, Hab.z.17,18. 
The DoQrine Butlet us explicate the DoRrine by ieverall Propoſitions. As 
xp] ained, Firft, What is meant by Faith depending and adahbering to Gea? To know 
this, you muſt underſtand, that the Scripture attributes three AE co Faith ; 
.and/ſo- Faith is deſcribed Syxecdochically by one of them, for its whole Nature. 
Thus Faith is ſometimes kowledge; ſometimes it's aſſent to the Truths revealed ; 
and ſometimes it's a fidscial and confident refting upon God, or Chrift : and 
this isindeed the moſt noble and excellent Act of Faith: Even as reaſon and 
underftand are the chiefeft afts of man, though he can alſo /ext5re. Faith as it 
doth thus rely on Chrift, it Jultifierh. But not only in matter of Z«{#:fica:5er, 
doth it thus depend on God, but alſo in all outward calamities and tireights , 
itinableth the ſoul to reft and leanc on the Lord ' This is that trufticp, which D 4- 
vid doth ſo often exhort to, in the Pſalmes. For:as a man cannot walk with 
ont legs, or a Bird fly without wings :ſo'the ſoubofa-man, being wholly unable 
'D and impotent, cannot ſubſiſt of+it ſelf, bur it muft have ſomething to lean upon. 
T's like Ivy, that cannot grow of it ſelf. Now if the heart of man be corrupt, 
his truft is wholly carnal ; he beareth up his heart, and ſupports himſelf with 
ſome bladders or ſtilts that the world affords him. But if his hearc be fandtified, 
then he doth ſolely depend upon the Power and Promiſe of God. Now this 
truſting in God 15 a ſpecial duty ; and David many times uſeth this Argument, 
why God ſhould help him, - becauſe he trnfted in him. We. cannot in an higher 
mapner-glorifie God, then by truſting in him : | For, hereby we acknowledge 
God to be the Zehowah ; that he alone doth all things. Inſomuch , thac this is 
one of the chiefeſt duties required in the firft Commandement. The prace then 
of Faith, hath this peculiar effe&t upon a man, that it lifteth up the ſoul ro God, 
and maketh it reft, and ſolely depend on him- It's true , even in natural men, 
there ſeemecth to be atruft in God ;-but that doth as much differ from chis holy 
confidencegas light from darkneſle : For,no natura} man can put his truſt in God, 
there being as much grace required to put forth this, as any other holy 
duty. 
Secondly, This truſting in God, hath 
| Tex general Objatt. And 
+ {ts more fpecial and adequate Object. | | 
The general 0bjebt, is, Any good thing that we ftand in need 05. So that what- 
ſoever the ſoul wants, or the body wants : Whatſoever:;thy neceffitics 2re. thou 
art. to depend on-God for the ſupply, This our Saviour infinuateth , 27ar. 
6. to his Diſciples, i wben he telsthem, they: ſhould not | he d6nwbrtiwll and di- 
firuftfnli, What they: fhenld' eat 'or drink; but reft /arisfied wholly ir: Gods 
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provifion, who is an heanenly Father. And therefore there is not any grace 

hath ſuch a peculiar property co allay the tempeſts, and rebuke che Rormes of 
the ſoul, as this hath, This is David's Harp, to chaſe away the evil ſpirir, 
Whence are all thoſe ſoul-dividingand tormenting cares,but from wane of truſt in 
God? It were not poſlible thy heart ſhould be fo diſquieted and toſſed up and 
down,if thon didſt thus reft on him :For ,thiutruſting in God,it is a Catholocum: it's 
a genera] Remedy to all Exerciſes, ro all Deje&ions. And hence, when the 

Prophet Habbakyh faith, The 7uft fall live by Faith; the great AR of Faith in 

thac place, is dependance on God. 

But then, Faich as it's tratting and relying on God, bath a more ſpecial and 
noble Objeft; and that is, Chriſt owr Mediatonr. In the ſenſe of all our guilt and 
unworthineſſe, we are to throw our ſelves on him : And this is like the looking 
on the Brazen Serpent, by which we are healed. It's not working, or labour- 
ing, bacreſting of our ſouls en Chrift that juſtifieth. And indeed, if we can 
truit on him for our Juſt:fication, for our ſalvation , what a ſhame is it, Wwe cans 
not depend oa him for ſupply of all outward neceſſities? Doth not the Apottle ar« 
gue with the higheſt reaſon that can be > Row. 8. Jf he hath given us Chriſt, how 

ſrall he wet With him give all things elſe ? Will not this ſhame all thy diftruftfull 
and dividing thoughts, when thou ſhalt ſay, I believe in God for the ſalvation 
ot my ſoul, yetI cannot cruſt him with my Children, my health, or any other 
fireightI amin? 
Thirdly, The 2ſetives to truſt in God in the midſt of all Exerciſes, are rwo- 
ola : | 
4 Gods Promiſe, And 

Gods Power. 

For asour Saviour ſaid, concerning thoſe who did not believe the Scripture, 
They erred, becauſe they did net know the Scriptures, nor the power of God. Thus 
it's here; All thy dejected and repining thoughts ariſe within thee, becauſe thou 
art ignorant of his Truth, his power. - 

Firft, There muſt be Gods Premiſe, otherwiſe it's not truſtin God, but car- 
nal preſumption. If a man ſhould neither work, nor eat, or drink, yet ſay, He 
truſts in God for his life, this would be deſperate preſumption; for there is no 
Promiſe made to ſuch. Therefore whatſoever thy heart is born up with, be ſure 
thou haſt a Promiſe for it: Andif there be a Promiſe, then know Heaven and 
Earth” Will ſooner fail, then that Promiſe. It's true, in the Old-Teftamenc 
diſpenſation, there were particular Promiſes made for many mercies, ſo that 
they might the more boldly confidein God. As David in this very particular, 
be had a peculiar Promiſe that the Kingdem ſhould be eftabliſhcd to him ; and 
therefore he was aſſured, that this Conſpiracy of Abſo/om ſhonid not prevail. 
Now although we have not ſuch peculiar Promiſes made to us, that God will 
remove ſuch a calamity , take away ſuch an affliction, yet We have « general 
Promiſe for every good thing ; and that all things ſhall turn to our goed. Which 
may make every Believer lay, 7 know, either God Will take thus afflition away, 
or it Will be for my goed: That it is better for me to have it, then to be without 
it. ndis not here ground of quietneſſe enough within thee? This makes theApoſle 
Zames give ſuch a Proviſo to all our Petitions z Let him ack in Faith, no- 
thing deubting, ( Chap. 1. ) for if he doubteth, let him be aſſured, he foal have 

nothing, : 

F N - how muſt a Chriſtias in every Prayer about temporal things, pray Withont 

oubling ? 
wy Qhall not ſay as ſome do, That even in all temporal mercies, we areto pray 
with the ſame aſſurance as for ſpiritual ; That temporal. things are as abſolutely 
promiſed as ſpiritual : And therefore if any temporal mercy be not vouchſafed 
to us, it's wholly ſor want of Faith and Confidence. But I rather joyn with 
| | Fffr's thoſe 
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chcſe that fay, He muſt' net doutr of Gods Truth and Goedneſſe to belp, nei- 
ther muſt he donbt , whether be ſha not have that or the equivalent : This 
he mult aſſure himſelf of. And traly , if a Chriftian would proceed thus 
farre, he would find a world of caſe, and quietneſſe in his mind. - 

Andas Gods Promiſe, ſo his Power allo; that is a ſecond Motive for this 
eruſtin God. For if we do not believe God is able to raiſe up the dead, to 
call things as are not, as if they were; If we think the temptation 
roo great, the affliftion roo deſperate, then we cannot put any aſſurance 
in God. | 

Fourthly, We adde in the DoQrine, that Faith depending wpon Ged; but 
that is not abſelxtely confidered : For the Devils cannot truſt in him, neither 
may wicked men ; yet God is ableto help them, to fave them : but relatively 
252 Father, as reconciled. Therefore Chrift ( Afar. 6. ) makes this theground 
of all the truft his Diſciptes muſt have , becauſe their heavenly Father 5 5x 
Heaven. So that till we have theſe perſwaſions of God as a Father, we 
are but as ſo many vagabond Children, that know. not where to have 
relief. The Child , becauſe he hath a Father , never takes care what he 
ſhall eat or drink, or put on, becaufe his Father will provide all theſe for 
him, 

Fifchly, We adde, That this Faith muft depend on God, in a /izely and 
froug mayner, as David's was at this time; or Abraham's, when be confi. 
dered not the dead Womb, or did ſo much as flagger within himſelf 
For if thy Faith be weak; if it be fainting and languiſhing, though thou 
maift have ſupport, yet not ſuch prevalent peace within thee : Theu art 
in a Combate, not in a Triumph. David at another time, is like Samp ſox 
without his firength ; he faith, A men are /yers. He thinketh God had 
forſaken him, So that unleſſe Faith be very vigorus , though thou maieft 
be preſervedin thy afflitions, they ſhall not quite overwhelm thee, yer thou 
wilt not have this peaceable frame. Now the Children of God , ſhould 
think it not enough to rub through their troubles with agonies and Com- 
bates, bn with joy and quietneſſe. Grieve becauſe thy heart is fo much 
as diſquieted ; ſay, Oh weak wretch that I am, thar I cannor be as much 
at eaſe, as if I had no affliion at all! 

There remain two more Prepoſitions to explicate this DoEtrine. 
An 

Firſt, When we fay, Faith deth thus quiet and compoſe the ſoul, you muſt take 
two Cautions to ſeaſon this. 

Firſt, That Faith doth not this principally of ir ſelf; for that is but a grace or 
habit , created and infuſed into the ſoul: And therefore as all other gras 
ces necds the continual quickning and aſiftance of Geds Spirit, ſo like- 
wiſe doth Faith. Hence our Saviour prayed for Peter , that his Faith 
wight not fail ; Implying, that grace of it ſelf would wither and decay , 
as well as any other, if God did not preſerve it. Therefore the Apoſtle 
Peter doth fully expreſſe the manner of Faiths Influence into this Perſer- 
vation , 1Peter1.5. It's the power of God, that doth principally, and 
efficiently keep us, only it's through Faith. We are not then to con« 
ceive, as if Faith of it ſelf had ſuch an inherent efficacy, that by it's ſole 
juriſ6i&tion, it would command the ſoul, and fay as God did at the 
firſt, Ler there be light , and there ſhall be light. No: Faith it ſelf needs 
the daily quickening of Gods grace, as well as other graces. Yea, this 
grace would ſooner decay then others ; becauſe of the| hearts contrariety to 
ic, making a man to live above the Principles of ſenſe and common 
reaſon. Inſomuch , that it's no wonder to ſee a man love God, 
be patient in afflictions; theſe thongh not wrought by the power of 
nature, 
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nature, yet have a convi&tion from rhe light of nature; but ſo hath not 


Faith. 


owr ſelves: as if by our own humane ſtrength, we could obtain. fuch a 
peaceable frame of heart. No: If ic could be ſo, then David at other 
times, and chac it may be in tarre leſſs extreamities , would not have been 
dejeted, as he acknowledgech himſelf to be. Neither would that man 
have prayed to Chrift , to Help 84 wnbelief, if he could have helped ic 
himſelf. - And che experience of che godly. doch abundantly confirm this , 
in what agonies they are plunged; how grievouſly tormented: Oh, how 
deſirous to quiet their hearts! They Pray, they Meditate, chey Read ; 
and all cannoc compoſe their ſouls. Now if their hearts were ſubject to 
their power, as the Winds and Waves are to Chriſt, they would ne- 
ver endure ſuch Conflict within. This argueth therefore, that it's not 
in mans power to put forth ſuch ftrong vigorous As of Faith, - no 
more then we can command the Heayens to give rain: It's God thae 
muſt both plant and water , and pive the encreale. | 

Laftly, The truch of this Dotrine, doth extend even to theſe great 
Aﬀiiftions and Calamities We are in, and that becauſe of cur fines. We 
can evidently ſee what finnes chey are , that have provoked God to give 
fuch a bitter ſtroke; our own hearts teftifie unto us, and this arguerh 
the greater work of Faith. For happily ic might be granted , That in ſuch 
AfﬀiGtions and Temptations which befall us for Gods cauſe, and for righte- 
ouſneſſe ſake , we may be full of ſuch_ joy and ſincerity, as the Apofle 
faith, James 1. Connt it all joy When ye fall into divers temptations. And 
thus the Xartyrs, they could and did with David, lay themſelves dowato 
ſleep in their dark Dungeons, and thac the very night before they were to buro 
at the Stake. Es 

But you will ſay, How can thi joy and confidence hold in ſuch Calamitics as fall 
pon #s Wholly , becanſe of our ſennes, we behold Gods anger and our folly, hath 
brought this on us ? 

Now in ſuch troubles, If We humble onr ſelves unto the Lord far our 
fonnes, and bewail them, We may bave ſuch Calmes of ſpirit: For this 
was David's caſe; The Prophet had told. him afore-hand, that this ſhould 
fall out: Becauſe of his Adultery and Murder , his conſcience cryed a- 
loud in the midft of his military noiſe; yer for all that, he could thus ſer 
himſelf to his quiet reſt. 


The fecond "Caution is , That we' dr wat think.; as if we could \beliewd i. 
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' How the vigorous Adings of Faith do quiet the 
fdleart, | 


T heſc"things premiſed, Let ta conſider, How theſe vigorous allings of faith, 
ade thu quiet and appeaſe the heart. And | 
Firft, 1» that faith doth in the firſt place carry us ont to rely on Chriſt as a HMe- 
diatour, Whereby all oxr snlquities and finnes are done away : If then ſinne and 
guilt be removed out of the way, there cannot be any trouble. - For as it there 
had not been ſinne, the earth would not have brought forth briars and thoraes : 
So neirher were it not for iniquity cating into the conſcience, there would not be 
the leaft fear and trouble upon the heart. This is the wind that makes ſo dread- 
full an earthquake at latt. Wonder not then, if Davids faith did compoſe his 
ſoul in reſpe& of that outward danger, for it had before removed a greater evil; 
the guilt of finne was now blotted. out, Davidis not in that caſe, as when he cryed 
out, that his boxes Were brokex, and that God ſets his ſinnes before him. Oh that 
is a wofull condition, when the guilt of finne and afliftions bo:h meet rogether, 
when outwardly we have no hope, and inwardly no hope ! Bur this faith doch in 
the firft place, It obtaineth reeonciliatien with God, it ſeeth Pharaeh and his 
reat heft drowned in the ſea z and then it doth caſily over-look other afflitions, 
or the favour of God is able to ſweeten all calamities. Thus it was with Pazl, 
he tryumphs over all imaginable adverſaries; but why is he thus confident > Be- 
cauſe there is no condemnation to ſuch 4s are in Chrift eſs. If then the Sunne a- 
riſe, the dark night will be quickly difpelled; and ſo if the light of Gods favour 
doth ariſe, the feares and troubles which ariſe from outward exerciſce are quickly 
diſſipated. If then thou complaineſ thy Rrength is ſo ſmall, every temptation 
is ready to blow thee down ; as certainly the leaſt puff will hurl a man down, if 
faith be not lively, the Dam/cls charging of Petey to be of Chrifts company, 
made him curſe and ſwear, and fearfully apoſtatize; here was no ſuch great 
cauſe, he was not arraigned, impriſoned, ſentenced to die ; buc this temptation 
blew down a ftrong Oak: which teachech us, thac a little calamicy may throw 
us to the ground, if faith be not lively ; anda great one cannot, if faith be vi- 
Sorous. If(I ſay) :thon complaineſt of thy weakneſs, thy feares ; Let faith in 
Chrift as a Mediatour be more powerfally put forth. 

Secondly, Faith doth quiet and compoſe the ſpirit by impetration, or obtaining 
of God/nch a ſpirit. For as you heard, ſeeing it lyeth not in the power of man, co 
give himſelf ſuch a ſweet bleiſed frame : No, he would give a world forir, if it 
lay in his power; ic can only be obtained by application unto God : Now thar 
which moſt prevaileth with God is faith, Whatſecver you arkbelieving, you ſpall 
have it : It's faith only that makes the omnipotent God work for thee and in 
thee; ſothat when we ſay faith makes the hearc thus Rlill and quiet, you muſt 
not think it comes from faith as a #at#ral caxſe, as the fire burnech ; bur morally 
by prevailing with Ged. This is the grace that God doth fo honour ; if we 
truſt on him, if we reſt on him, then God promiſeth to give reſt and peace to 
our ſoules: Inſomuch that it's 4 Chriſtians duty above al things to keep mp the 
grace of faith, to attend to that, left the whole kingdome be loſt, when thar is 
loſt; for Godis to us as we believe, ſo God works for us as we truſtin him; ſo 
thar our diftruſt makes God co be as no God, or as an Idol-god, having eies not 
to ſee us, or hands not to help us. Gods power will not communicate it 
ſelf but upon believing; as Chriſt told Xary, Said 7 not unto thee, if thou wouldſ? 
believe thox ſhouldſt ſee the glory of the Lord?*That glory was to make Lazarm dead 
ferr dajer,and Sinking in the grave tolive again: Now no leſs glorious alterations, 
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The | Godly Mans Choices, 7 oh 
and changes will God work upon thee if thoucruſt in him; for bereby Gods fir. © 
delity, geodne/s, and power is engaged, and he will never deceive choſe, that wholly 
rely upon him. You lee then, why faith pur forch in a lively manner, can thus, quiet 
C the ſoul : Becauſe it's rhe condition to; Which Ged death make glorious Jre- 
miſes. — 
Thirdly, Faith doth inſtrumentally compoſe the ſoul, becauſe by it ether graces 
are alſo ſet a york, and ſo the more purified and cleauſed the ſoul tz from all corrup- 
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hb, tion, the clearer ihe heart is ;. As the clearer the pring is, then though it be mo- 
ved and ftirred, yet for all that the treames will be pure. Thus it is with a god- 
e- ly man, when his heart is ſanRified, cleanſed, and adorned with grace ; then 
1d chough he is plunged into tribulations, inftead of diſcontent, impatience, grudg- 
re ings and murmurings, inſtead of dejeRtions and diſquietneſs there is joy, thank- 
$: fulneſs, and heavenly mindedneſs; as if Juniper or ſweet herbs be thrown into 
be the fire, the fi e draweth out their ſweer ſmel; or as the wind blowing upon the 
d- ſweer flower, makes it ſmell more fragrantly. Thus alſo when aflictions fall 
Is uponthe godly, faith baving purified their hearts, there do runne forth admi- 
il; rable and tweet breachings of the ſoul. That faith excireth other graces, appear- 
*d eth Hcb.:1. Where alli thoſe glorious acts of grace, which thoſe Worthies 
at abounded in, are attributed unto their faith, 
1 Laſtly, Faith lively exerciſed muſt thus ſerene the heart of « man, becauſe it The Argu. 
in doth ſug geft many noble and excellent arguments, Which do abundant! quiet and mu dy Which 
Us eſtabliſh the ſoul. Faith is argumentative, itis very ingenious to find out all thoſe HR 
5, Conſiderations , which the Scripture affoards. Now the Scripture 
1, is like the Apothecaries fhop , chat can furniſh with all cordials. 
C- AS 
a- Firſt, Faith argneth from Gods giving of Chriſt, every thing elſe that is as ne- 
ur ceſſary for ws as Chriſt 8, Thus the Apoſtle, Rom.8. If he hath given ws Chriſt, 
ly how ſhall he not With him gave all things elſe? He doth not ſay /owe things, bur 
Dn all things ; and then the expreilion how ſhall be not ? implyeth that itis a moſt 
if abſurd and irrational thing to think otherwiſe. Now then faith doth thas quiet 
y, the ſoul. Be not afraid or troubled ; the Gad that afflits thee, is he that hath 
at given Chriſt co thee: Now if ever God would have refuſed thee, it would have 
ON been in this: Know then, that theſe afflictions, theſe troubles, they are good for 
WW thee, they are neceſſary to humble chee, co.,make ſinne bitter, they are as ne- 
"7 ceſſary in their kind, as. Chrift was in his kind. It cannot be want of love, that 
in theſe exerciſes are upon thee, for is not Chriſt the great pledge of Gods love to 
' thee? Thercelore faich curneth the heart of a man from that which is grievous and 
T4 vexing, tothat which is pleaſing and comforcable. Though God giveth not this 
Oo | or that ofitward mercy, yet he giveth Chrift, the fountain and original of 
it all. | F 
ar Secondly, Faith repreſents.God out of his Ward in ſome Attributes chiefly above 
all others, inſomncb chat the heart of a man being thereby lifted up to heaven. to God 
in himſelf, it cannot be a:ſturbeq by things below, As the Bird while ſoaring aloft in 
ft the heavens, is not skared, with this fear and that noiſe ; ſo while faith beareth up 
ly the heart to God, and makes abode with him, it*s not difquieted : It's the look» 
Ve ing upon the waters that make giddy : if we look up to the heavens, they can- 
0 not difturb the brain. Now. theſe things in God doth faith powerfully im- 
be rove. -:: p TING SF | TRY Mn 
is , Firft, 7 ho Wi/dome of Ged ; that whatſoever the Lord doth, it cannot be done 
© wiſer : Therefore he is called theonly Wiſe God, Now what wonderfull comforc 
t may be ſuggeſted from hence > That there is no afflition, no temptation,though 
ir © never ſo heavy, burir cometh and is ordered by infinite wiſdome. If thou hadft 
ſ the diſpoſing and ordering of all things, it could not be done more wiſely then it 
id is; nay thy ownlove to thy ſelf, if wife, would order this affliion to come up- 
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> © onthee: Fordonotyouſeea man, whoſe parts of body are gangreend; yet 


beeauſe he is wiſe, though he loveth his .caſe, yet willingly refigaivg himſelf ro 
have choſe parts cut off, for the good of the whole ; So that is one of the moſt 
comfortable conſiderations which faith ſapplics the heart with, that whatſoever 
tempcation is fallen upon thee, the wiſe God hath ordered it; ſo that ro repine 
or fo be diſcouraged, isto ſay in effet, Why is not God wiſer > Why doth he 
not order things with more perfe&t knowledge > Oh but as long as faith worketh, 
as ſong as that puts forth it ſelf, ſo long it beholds matter of wiſdome and admi- 
ration in all Gods proceedings. 

Secondly, It repreſen:s the tender love and bowels of God as a Father, ſo that 
all thoſe firokes they come from love. It's his very pity for a while to break and 
bruiſe them, that they may be healed more effeRually. Is the Artificer angry 
with his plate. when he breakes ir, and throweth it into the fire? No, it's tor to 
make it more compleat : If ſo be that we were wholly without corruptgpr, if we 
could walk without ſinne, then God would no more aftli& us here on carth, 
then he doth the glorified Saints and Angels in heaven ; but our corrupti- 
on is ſach, that God did not love us or regard us, if he did nyt chattiſe 
us. | | 
Thirdly, Faith repreſents the ſoveraignty and ſupream dominion, Which God 
hath over the hearts of his childreaz therefore he is called the Father of Spirits, 
Now neither man himſelf, nor all the Angels of heaven, are able to give ſuch a 
compoſed frame. As God oniy knoweth the hearts of men, ſo he only faſhion- 
eth and frameth them. .If you ask, How # it poſſible that David ſhould be thus 
immoveable ? What could keep in bus corruption and fleſh from repining and diſt urb- 
»g ? Ianſwer, it's God with whom all things are poſſible : Ir is this that faith 
ſupgeſts, though thy hearc be impatient, chough thou canſt not command the 
waves thereof to be ftill, yet God in heaven can. Oh it's eaſily confeſſed, that 
it is not fleſh and blood that can make fuch quiet calmneſs of ſoul ! No, it muſt 
be an omaipotent work of the great God. Did net God put terrour into Cai»'s 
heart, that chongh he had built Cities, though he did all he could to allay his 
ſpirit, yet ftill he crembleth, and cannot but tremble > Thus on the contrary, 
God he puts joy intothe heart of a believer, he bids it lye down and be content ; 
and although never ſo many Hornets come buzzing to fting him, yet faith keep- 
eth them off: So that that very frame ofheart, which even a godly man think» 
eth itimpoffible for himſelfever to have, that he finds ſometimes, and wonders 
how it ſhould be ſo. it's God that either layes load on, or takes burdens off from 
the ſpirit : So that the very ſame ſinnes and temptations which formerly they 
could not apprehend without even faintings and ſwoundings of the ſoul, now they 
can remember, and bleſs God with joy fer the pardoning of them. 

Uſe 1. of InflruQion, to diftinguiſh between carnal ſecurity and godly confi- 
dence. You have many a prophane man will ſay the words in my Text, 1 wil 
tye down and fleep 3 \t may be at the very Sermon time, howſoever under the ap- 
prebenfion of their pleaſures and profits, they will with Dives, bid their ſoul, 
take its eaſe, Butcan they ſay, for the Lord taketh care of thee ? No, butit may 
be, this night the Devils Wik fetch thy ſoul : Tt may be this night, thou muſt be 

igned at Gods Tribunal. Oh how rany.are fick of this ſpiritual lethargy ? 
How many men lye down ſecurely to ſleep, that may awake in hell> Bat the 
- godly mans confidence arifeth from ſpiritual Motives ; infomuch chat thongh 
th and the day of Judgernent appear, yet he may and ought to be thus 
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(onfidence. | | 


We haveheard, that it is the property of faith depending on God in avigo- 
.rous manner, to compoſe and quiet the heart in. the midft of all calamities, as if 
Ft.ere were-none at all. Now becatiſe even in wicked men, there is a carnal ſenſe- 
lels ſpirit ; that chough the anger of God be upon them, though their ſinnes 


| have fpund them our, yer they can take their eaſe and pleaſures, and lay.nothing 
to heart, 4nd (his is an Epidemical diſeaſe. Iris good ;therefore to ſearch into 


the Bbtiome and difference of a gracious confidence, from a ear- 
na]. | 

Now there are two /orts of theſe carnally confident and ſerure men nnder their 
trenblis. 


-. Firft, Theres che Sroical man, of whom Senrca and others of that ſe&, do 
much boalk 7 They ſpeak great and twelling words, about that man who ſhall 
fully have received their principles, and confirme himſelf therein'+ They com- 
mend in ſuch a man an indolency ans an impaſfibility ; that ler him be. daſhed 
upon by never 'o many decumane waves, yet'for all that he ſtands immoveable 
like a rock, and is not troubled, Hence is that ſpeech of theires ſo famous, that 
their wite man, if he were burning in Phalary his Bull, hewonid cry out, Dwlce 
eft, & ai me xihil pertinet. Thus the Stoical Philoſophy, would ſerve to ſet 
forth as admirable and compoled a ſpirit under'tribulations, as the Chriftiah Re» 
Iigion. Bur ; | ? 
7 us diſcover the finfulneſs of ſuch a Stoitat ſinpid fpirit, And 
Firſt, Alchough the Stoicks did thus Thrafonically boat in their Books, and 

Seneca ipeakes high and cranſcendent ſpeeches in this matter, yer when they came 
to practiſ-,they were feeble and efferminate © SO = they'were nothing but words, 
and empty expreſlion+ ; witnels that Sroick, whoin his health had maintained 
that patn was notizing z it was buta fancy when he was prievouſly tormented 
with che Gout, cryed out of his errour, acknowledging when he ſaid ſo, he did 
not know what pain meane. But now if we took upon the godly in the midſt of 
their exerciſes, we ſhall find, they did realy put ferth ſnch calm and joyfull ſpi- 
rits, uraer the heavieſt preſſures. David (you heard) ſaid, he had done chus, as 
well as he would do {o, and the Apottles went out rejojcing frow the Conncel, 
where they had been perſecuted, bec-uſe they Were accounted Worthy to ſuffer for 
the name of Chriſt, AQ.5.41. Andrthus th? many thokfands of Martyrs; they 
did, though nor in Phs/ars his Bell, yet in as great torments, cry out, Oh how 
ſweet and comfortable is this ! So that no ſet in Philofophy,the Stoicks nor none 
elſe are able to bring ſuch a multitude of Martyrs, as the Chriftian Religion hath : 
Therefore it's only Gods Word, and the Spirit of God, that can enable us to re- 
Joyce, and take our reſt under ſad afflictions. 

Secondly, The Stoical diſcipline did teach a brutiſh ſtupidity and ſenſleſueſs 
#nder miſcrics : They would deſtroy the very paſſions of grief and fear from a 
man. Thus they make a man to be no better then a fieckor a ſtone, that is ſink» 
ing under the hammer and axe thar comes upon it; but Chriſtian Religion doth' 
zot take away affeftions, butit medcrateth aud ordereth them, David you ſee, 
though thus calme in his ſpirit, yer he is affefted with his calamity ; he goeth 
bare foot, covereth his head, and weepeth as he goeth, and Chrift himſelf wept 
at Lazar his death. It's the Scriptures rule, neither te deſpiſe the affliftion 
of God, nor yer to ſink under ir, Heb.12.5. We do then preach, that when 
God brings into ſtreights, we ſhould not ee” flight them, and not _ 
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e void of an holy fear and grief under his chaftiſemerts : But we are foto 


' and 
'Þe affected, as yet ride to be linjully diſquieted:. The bear is tq\be_moved, buc 


not £0 be-difturbed. 

Thirdly, This Stoical ſenflefneſs is not a gracious calmeneſs,: becauſe it dth 
Wholly depend wpon their own ſtrength and power. It was from lome p:etnded inno- 
cency and mencal abilities in themſelyes, . that they would bear it out ſo reſolute- 

ly-againtt all dangers. We may ſee by S:n:car's expreſſions, that thoſe ſublime 
affectations did ariſe from ſelf-prelumption; but the Chriftian confidence hath 
its cauſe wholly from without : They are moſt diffident in themſelves, even 
when moſt confident.. You ſee David here and in other places, whenſoever 
he proclaimeth exceeding quietneſs in his heart, it is fill from God, not from 
hin;felf, becauſe the Lord takes care for him, becauſe the Lord s his ſtrength and 
his he/pey ; infomuch that if we conſider the motive and original of theſe two 
confidences, we ſhall find them as diftant from each other, as the Eaſt from che 
Welt ; we ſhall find that the one comes from within, the other from without ; 
and therefore that the one is a meer puff, and inflated tumor of@he ſoul, - a meer 
buble, which of it ſelf would break, but the other ſolid and induring, being the 
frengch of God himſelf who is ompipotent ; for Gods ſtrength is vouchſafed 
to a godly man, and Chrift ſheweth forth his power in them, 2 Cor.12.10. 
When 1am Weak, then I am ftrong. Whereas the proud Philoſoper, when he 
was firong, then he was weak: Yea Pas findeth a kind of omnipotency in hime 
ſelf;but nor of humſelf, Phil.q.13. 1 can do all things through Chriſt that Rrength- 
ens mee 

Laſtly, This Philoſophical boldneſs is only for carnal and vain endt; it was for. 

vain glory, it Was to pleaſe their own humenrs; it was not to glorifie God, to ſer 
up his power and goodneſs. . You fee Davids Pſalmes breathing forth praiſe and 
honour to God continua/ly, you xe there is nothing owned but Gods power ; 
whereas whatſoever theſe Apes of torticude and courage did, it was for vain ap- 
plauſe, and to ſet up themſelves. '. The Martyrs were 10 humble and ſenſible of 
their unwortbineſs, even under their greateſt joy and fupport, that they refuſed 
the name of Marcyr, astoo greata word: They faid Chrift only deſerved to 
be called ſo; for the Scripture gives him that name: So chat the wonderful 
ſtrength and conſolations, wherein the Martyrs did abound, were accompani- 
ed with deep apprehenſions of their own unworthineſs , at chat very 
time. | 

In the ſecond place, Let us come more cloſcly to the general diſeaſe of all people 

almoſt; and that is of ſuch, who thoughafflied, chough firicken with diſeaſes, 
and ready to give upthe ghoſt, or though the hand of God be againſt them ſe- 
veral wayes ; yet they will ſay, I will lay me down and ſleep, yea 1 will ſer my 
ſelf down, avd drink, and make my ſelf merry, ſinging not care only, but all godly 


e/crrow away. Is not this the general corruption of moſt men, who when under 


the fad paſſ.ges of Gods providence towards them, they runne to merry com- 
pany? They do all they can to chaſe away any ſorrowfull thoughts, and think 
their only remedy to be carnal pleaſures. But let. not the prophane jolly and ſe- 
cure man boaſt in this; for hell doth not more «iffer from heaven, then this 
diſpoſition of the godly man, from carnal confidence. For ! 

Firſt, 7 hi ariſeth frem « meer bruitiſh ſtupidity. There hearts are hardened, 
and are like a Stone or Adamant ; ſo that as cheſe met not into water by any art, 
ſo neither will theſe ſtupid ſinners apprehend the danger they are in,though never 
fo afflited. Though a fool be pounced in a morter, yet hu folly will uet depart from 
him. Hedoth no more learn under afflitions, then the bruit beafts. Do not 
call this mans his confidence, bur his ſottiſhneſle ; his ftupidity. It's with him,as 


the Drunkard Solomon ſpeaks of, Prov. 23. 34, 35. who when heisin q great 
anger 


ble our ſelves under Gods hand or that we ſhould become like bruir beafts, 
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danger as one that lyeth down in the Sea, or that lyeth npon the top'bf a Maſt, © 
yet he feareth not : They have ftrieken him, bur he felrit not. So that what a 
auſcradle creature a ſenlleſſe ſortiſh Drunkard is, tumbling in the Streets, and. 
trampled upon, yet feeling nothing ac all, ſuch miſerable wretches are theſe be- 
nummed ſinners; even like the wanton Calf. that lea pes up and down, while pre- 
pared tor the ſlaughter : Whereas holy confidence is accompanied with an ex- 
act cendernefſe and heavenly feeling, as 0i cheir own infixmities, ſoalſo of Gods, 
power and grace, | w 

Secondly, T hu prophane ſcenrity as it comes from ſuttiſbneſſe and Pupidity, ſo from 
defÞerate ignorance and blindneſſe. If they did know what curſes might every mox 
men tall upon them ; if they did bur apprehead the wrath of God ready to de- 
youre them ; Oh, how quickly would their+jollity be turned into mourning, and 
their laughter into howling ! Stupidity and ignorance commonly go together; 
yea, one15 the cauſe of the other, Eph.4.18,19. Their underſtandings Were dark= 
nea through thc blindneſſe upon them, and then they were paſt feeling. The blind 
man doth not ſeethe deep ditch, and dangerous holes heis ready to fall into. 
And therefore oblerve choſe, who in time of affii ion, diſeaſe or dangers, 
have ſuch ſecurity upon them,and ſee if they be not miſerable, poor, ard ignorant 
men, thac know nothing of ſinne; the damnable nature and Suilt of it : That 
ccnlider not what it is, co lie roaring in hell ctorments to all eternity. So that 
all che cale they have, is becauſe they area blind ignorant people. But now the 
godly mans confidence ariſeth from ſpiritaal knowledge ; and the more his under- 
ttanding is inlighrened, the more holy ſecurity he hath. And therefore Pax/ 
praycth, that Selievers might grow in the knowledg of Gods love, the depth und 
bredth of is, Eph. 1.5,3. Becauſe che more this is known, the more confident and 
quiec they are, And this is the reaſon why Gods people at firft, while the ap- 
preheaſions of ſinne are freſh and terrible upon them, while the Law is powerfull 
in irs operations, they have not ſuch a calm and ſerene ſpirit : It is for want of 
that Scripture knowledg of God. The more they know the Promiſe, and the 
nature of God and Chrift revealed, the greater boldneſſe and eonfidence they 
bave. 

Thirdly, T be ſecarity that wicked men have, ariſeth from an immederate deſire to 
take their pleaſures while they may have them, bring deſperate for the future, expe- 
ing no good hereafter. And truly, this is the condition of many ; their hearts are 
filled with a deſperate fool-hardineſſe , that they will take their pleaſures and 
jollity while they may ; They expe little in the world to come. So that theſe 
very conſiderations which ſhould take them off from ſuch ſecurity, through their 
corruptions they further themſelvesin, See this notably deſcribed, E/a. 22.12, 
13. When God call'd to weeping and mourning,there was eating fleſh,and drinke 
3ng Wine, the clearn contrary : And what moved them ? even- the ſad condition 
they were in ; Let #4 eatand drink, for tomorrow We ſoab die. Oh,why not rather, 
Let us mourn.and humble our ſelves, for we ſhall die! But they are deſperate; 
They will take their pleaſures while they may,they know not how ſoon they may 
be deprived of them. Such as thele are filled up with deſperate prophaneneſle, 
That as Saul and his Armour-bearers did deſperately throw themſelves upon the 
Spear, to kill themſelves: Thus do theſe men laugh and drink, and will have 
their pleaſures, though they know death will deprive them of all. Such men are 
ſaid to make a league With hell and the grave ; They will do well enough for all 
this. Or rather , they think they ſhall be damned ; their conſcience ſecretly 
whiſpers that to them ; therefore they will haye their pleaſures while they can, 
O miſerable and wretched men, wo be to ſuch that ever they were born. ; 

Fourthly, This prophane ſecurity differeth from ſpiritual confidence, in reſpett 
of the Author and efficient cauſe : For it's plain who giverh David this holy quiet« 
neſſe: it's God that makeih him dwell confidently ; it's Cod that commands reſt 
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and caſe to the ſoul ; whereas this carnal ſecurity cometh wholly from the Dev: : 
It's he that lulleth them aſleep, Our Saviour diſcovered this in that parable, 
when he ſajd, bile the ſtrong one kept the houſe, all things Were in quict. You 
would wonder to ſee a man curſe and ſwear, and follow ail che pleatures of his 
heart ; yer that hecan lay himſelfrofleep; that he ſhould not thick his chamber 
_. would be as full of Devils, as Pharaoh's was full of frogs : That he ſhould nor cry 
Yy out , Oh, 1 dare not ſleep, for fear this night the Devils fetch my foul ro 
hell. Now all this carnal ſecurity in his ſpirit, ariſeth from the Devil, who is ſaid 
ro rei gu inthe hearts of the children of diſobedience : It's he that filleth the ſoul 
*with ſpiritual madneſſe. As when he poſſeſſed the bogies of men, he threw them 
igto the fire and water, and made them cut and launce their bodies, without any 
orief at all ; the like he doth upon the ſouls of men, hurrying them into beaftly, 
wicked,and ungodly waies ; and by that meanes, even into hell it ſelf, as ke did 
the Herd of Swine, when he entred into them, carrying them violently into the 
: Sea, What wasit that made 7#das ſo deſperately betray innocent blood, though 
he had ſo much warning ; ſo many admonitions to the contrary ? Though ſome 
- were firicken down with amazement, yet nothing wi)l ſtop hiw ; The Devil did 
drive him : The Devil had entred into his heart, even as he did alto fill 4»a»:as his 
heart.So that as you ſee it's with godly men,when filled with the holy Ghoſt, they 
would boldly confeſſe Chrift, though they endured all corments for it : Thus 
when the Devil hath poſſeſſion of mens hearts, and the Lord leaveth them to his 
temptations,then they are mad and obftinate ; they ſcoff and mock at the Day of 
Judgment. As the Apoltle Petey tels us of ſuch prophane mockers ; where # the 
day of hu coming ? Are not all things as they Were, 2 Pet. 3.4. Thus like Leviathan, 
they laugh at the Spear ; and as the Prophets hearers, becauſe he ſo often preach- 
. ed the b»rden of the Lord, therefore they took it up by way of ſcoff; T he burden 
of the Lord, The burden of the Lord, Thus do they about hel} and damna- 
ion. 

Fifchly, Carnal ſecarity differeth from this heavenly confidence, in reſpebt of the 
Concomitants and Companions. For though David had this great quietneſle of 
ſoul, knowing God would help him, yct he doth carefully uſe all the meanes God 
hath appointed : He doth not preſume or tempt God, byt he prayerh to God, and 
flyech for his ſafety, and getteth all the poſlible ſuc&ur he can. So inthac 

rand afſurance and confidence which the people of God have about their eternal 
Fappineſe, there is alſo an holy fear and trembling. . Therefore the Apoſlle ex- 
horts to Work ont their ſalvation With fear and trembling. And Pax! himſelf, who 
had ſo riuch confidence, as to fay, he ſpall ſeparate wm from the love of Godin 
Chriſt ? yet he kept #nder hi body, leff When he hed preached toothers, he bimſelf 

ould become areprobate, 1 Cor.9.27. But as for the wicked careleſſe man, he 
promiſeth himſelf all happineſſe and future good, though he ſic ftill, ang! tire noc 
a foot towards Heaven ; yea, though he go in the contrary path, yet he flatter- 
eth himſelf, as if that were the way to happineſle. 

Uſe of Terrour and Wo, Toall thoſe Laifh and Laodicear ſpirits, who ſit at 
eaſe, and fay, They are rich, and want nothing ; when indeed, they are poor and 
miſerable, and want all things. Oh, torn your joy into forrow ! Go out with 
Ephraim, and let God ſee you ſmite upon the breaſt, and ftrike upon the thigh, 
crying out, Oh, what bave I done ! Oh,mad wretch chat Iam ! merry and jolly, 
when in the Devils dungeon ; when in the chains of darkneſſe ; when upon the 
very borders of Hell> Jt may ſhortly be no more ſaid, fuch an one is eating and 
drinking, but his body rotting in the Grave,and his ſoul roaring in Hell. 
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The Reaſon of the Saints (onfidence, us, That 
God alone.is their Preſerver, Shewing alſo 
che Waies and eMeanes by which he doth 
Preſerve them, 
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P$SA L. 4. 8. 
For thou alone doeſt make me dwell in ſafety. 


N theſe words, we havea Rea/ox why David hath ſuck confidence ; it's not 
from any carnal and outward Motive, but oxly from divine conſideration, For 
in this alſo, mighc be ſhewed the d5fferexce between carnal ſecurity, and hely 
quietneſſe : The one, is a fruit of « godly and diligent obedience to the Law of God, 
and ſoisa fruit of the Promiſe : as Prov.3,23,24. Yougnay ſee there a notable 
Promiſe for reſt, ſafety, and ſleep, to ſuch as follow #5/dewes Advice. And 
D avia found God faithfull in his Word, P/al. 127. For ſo thou giveſt thy Be- 
loved ſleep. Bur all earthly ſecurity , ariſeth froa: ſome temporal hopes they 
look at in their dangers; and therefore while they look for . peace, God makes 
calamity to arife on the ſuddain : as 1 T kheſ. 5.3. When they ſay peace and ſafety, 
then ſuddain deftrution ſhall ariſe , as of a Woman With Child, and they ſhall not 
.eſcape. Suddainly, in ghe midft of their mirth and jollity, will their inevitable 
defiruRion ariſe. | 

David therefore hath a more firm and immoveable Rock, and that is Gods 
Power aud Preſervation : Which is expreſſed in 

The Effe&t of it. And 

The ſolitary Efficiency of :. 

The Effet is, To dwell in ſafety: David though now in baniſhment, and 
had no Houſe of his own to lay his head in, yet is as confident,as if he had been ac 
reſtin his dwelling place. Burt becauſe all that dwell, are nor ſecure; ef ally 
in times of violence and warre, therefore he addeth /afety. Some hr tm the 
word i» Spe, in Hope ; and ſo it may denote both the outward condition,and his in- 


Laſtly, Here is the /o/itarineſſe of this Efficiency, It's God alone, It's not 
David's own care, nor the aſiftance of others, but God alone: All the glory 
is to be aſcribed ſolely ro him. Indeed, ſome relate the word to David, as if A 
David though alone, God made bim dwelf in ſafety : He can keep one man ſex 3 
curely, in the midſt of all enemies. Thus God promileth to 1/rael, Dext.z3.28. 
Iſracl foal dwell in ſafety alone. But we rather take it as attributed to God : 
And thence Obſerve, | 


PLoS ta 7 wh; . God alone 3 
That it © Ged alone, Who goth preſerve in ſafety. preſerverh it 
Did he withdraw his proteQion, every ſtone in the ſtreet, every tile on the ws | 
Houſe, might be an Executioner. If we confider how many waies man is ſub- 
jet todearh and dangers, we muſt acknowledge it even a Miracle, that we riſe 
ſafe, and go to bedin ſafety. It's good to ſuggeſt this cruth to you z for who is 
there that doth acknowledge God ia theſe common mercies ? That bleſſeth God' 
for 


I. 


Il. 
God preſerverh 
principally. 


And by crea- 
tures inſtru. 
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for preſerving him daily in his wits, in bis ſenſes, in bodily health and dangers? 
For although chelc be badily mercies, and we delight in them as ſuch, yer we do 


; not look up to God the Giver of them ; whereas that Petition, Give za this day 


oxr daily Bread, doth not only extend to nouriſhment, but Protetion allo. It's 

God giveth -every erum of fry k's God giveth thee breath, every time 

chou breathelt, The Plalmiſt ( P/al. 127.1,2. ) dothextend this ſatery, nor on- 

ly to particular perſons, but + amilies, and Nations, and Cities: All care in a' 
Family, all military power in a City is in vain, if God doth not guard it. Thus 
Solomon (heweth, that it is nor any outward thing in the world that can defend a 

man, even thoſe things thac we are mott apc cotrutt in, Prov. 21. 31. compared 

with P/ad. 3 3,17. | 

To open this Doctrine, conſider theſe Particulars. 

Firft, That che Hebrew werd that was hinted before, doth denote 19 
things. : 

I. An inward aiſpoſition of bope and undannted courage. 

2. External ſafety and quietxeſſe : For theſe two are leparable. God may keep 
a man in a quiet couragious hopetull diſpoſition, even when dangers do invicon 
round about ; as it was with Davidin the former Pſalm: Though ter thouſand 
fhould compaſſe him about, he World not be afraid. Yea, in this, he fauh in ano- 
ther place, he would be confident. And certainly, herein God is much to be 
praiſed, that he keeps the heart from feares, and che underſtanding and ſenies, 
1n their regular operations. How eaſily can God make a man a Cavn, a Magor- 
AMffabib ? it's « curſe that God threatens the wicked //rae/ries with, Denr.28, 
66. Such a curſed miſerable'life every man might live. And ſo for our under- 
tanding and ſenſes, andimagination, who is 1t that preſerveth thee > What a 
wofull, dreidfull thing is ic, co have the fantafie difturbed > Some think that 
wonderfull work upon Nebachadnezar, that God firuck him inco, was only a 
welancholy diſturbance of his fantaſte. It's ſaid, The wicked fleeth, When no man 
prrſueth ; ( Prov-21.1. ) and he feareth , Where mo fear #5. Now thus, God 
-might deliver thee up to a deluded imagination, toa terrible fantalie ; be might 
deprive thee ot ſenſes and underſtandiog ; or thog mightft go up and down, with 
a fearfull ſpiric, which ſhall impetuoully and tyrannically ditquiert thee : ſothar 
in no outward danger, yet thou ſhalt create danger to thy ſelt. But God giveth 
this inward confidence. 

2. There is external ſafety ; a condition of freedom and quietneſſe, which is 
alſo Gods pifr only. 

Secondly, God preſerveth thus in (afety Principally, aud appointeth his creas 
tures Inſtrumentally. 2 

Prizcipally : Therefore he is called tbe Lord of Heſ?s, as having ſupream do- 
minion over all creatures, to uſe them as Inftruments, either ot vengeance or 
mercy. Hence heis called in ob, The Preſerver of men,?+6b.7.20, No creature, 
though wiſe and ftrong ; yea, though working as natural Agents, can put forth 
their ſtrength for our preſervation, unleſſe the true Word of God, which gi- 
'veth a command to their being, givealfoa command to their operation. So that 
1t's God, who by men or other creatures, doth preſerve, nouriſh, and comfort 
thee. 7acob's Ladder, reaching wp to Heaven, is ſaid to repreſent the Providence 
of God, whereby he works in the governing of all thiogs, through Inſtru- 
ments. 

| Now the 1»ſiraments whereby God doth preſerve his in ſafty, are ſometimes 
the Irrational creatures, ſometimes the Rational. 

By a Raven, which is the moft greedy and devouring Bird, yet Ged preſer- 
ved the life of Elijah. Andit's a remarkeable Hiftory of a godly Martyr, who 
having hid himſelf in a hole of the houſe for ſafety, immediately a Spider made a 
large web over the kole ; ſo that when the Purſuers came to enquire after him, 
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and one of chem moved co ſearch in that hold, No; ſaich the other, none hath 
z0ne in cheir lately, you may ſee by che cob-webs : And chas.chac holy man 6+ 


icaped cheir fury. 


&, By Rational creatures: Thus God ftirrech up many to preſerve thoſe that are 
appointed co die. Eſther was a meanes to fave her whole Nation, the people c0 
preſerve fonathan. For as God in juft and wiſe Pcovidences doth raiſe up many 


times one man to bethe deftrution of another : Which made Habbakakcom- 
plain, W 9 Lord, haſt than made man to be like th: fiſhes of the Sea, the greater ts 
devonre the leſſe? So onthe other ſide, he doth in great mercy, raiſe up lome men 
to be a ſafeguard to others. Thus 0badiah hid many Prophets , by fifty iti a 
Cave, from fczabels fury. | gr 56 
As men ſo Angels are notably uſed by God for the preſervation of his people. Ins 
ſomuch, that ſome godly men have greatly blamed Chriſtians , that they are no 
more thankfull ro God for thoſe Guardes he hach appointed them. Not that 
we are to pray unto Angels, or thac there is a peculiar Tutelar Angel vouch- 
ſafed to every man; though not only the Papiſts, bur even ſome of che Antients, 
and of later Orthodox Duvines, have bzen of char Opinion, chough abhorring 
all Angel-worſhip. Not ( I fay) to determine chat; yet in the generall it's 
plain, chac the Scripture makes the Angels to be oar helps and defenders. Inſo- 
much, chat by them as Initruments, weare preſerved from thoſe falls and dan« 
gers which otherwiſe would come upon us. P/al. 91.11, God is there faid to 
give his Angels charge over us. Yea, They ſhall bear thie up in their hands, as a 
render Nurſe beareth a young Child; that the godly do not ſo much as daſh a foot 
againſt che tone. Here you ſee the Inftrumegcal ſerviceableneſſe which is vouch» 
ſafed to the godly by Angels. And fo you have a full place co this purpoſe, 
Pſal.34.7. The Angel of the Lord encampeth about thoſe that fear bim. Oh,how 
many preſervations, how many Providences do we conſtantly receive, and never 
take any notice of ! 

Thirdly, Gods Providential Preſervation is two-fold; either General, which 
extends to all creatures, or ſpecial and Particular, that reacheth in a peculiar 
manner to the godly. X 

Thie general Preſervation, igin reſpeR, even of Beafts themſelves. Therefore 
Pſal.;6 6. Davia takes notice of Gods hand, that preſerverh man and beaſs. 
Hence ( Mat 6.) A ſparrow ( ſo inconſiderable a Bird, yet ) doth wor fall to the 
ground, Without Providence, It hath indeed, been the Opinion of ſome, yea ſome 


. Fathers ; That the Providence of God doth not extend to miriute and particular 


things: But the Scripture is clear in this. So that the leaft fly cannot move it 
ſelf, or the worm creep, without Gods Providence. It's God then, that preſer« 
veth the irrational creatures , and chat without any derogation to his Majefty ; 
for he cannot bur do ic, becauſe of his ſupream PerfeRion. 

But then for the Pre/ſervatis» of man, eſpecially of Believers ; there his care is 
more fingular and peculiar. In this ſenſe ſome expound that place, The Savi- 
our of all men, eſpecially theſe that believe, 1 Tim.4.10. Gods care to his people, 
is notably diſcovered by our Saviours expreſſion, L«k.21.18. where he faith, Nor 
one hair of our kead ſhall fall tothe ground: Compared with Aat. 10- 30. The 
ver) hairs are numbered. So then, the leaſt danger cannot befall us, without the 
Pcovidence of our heavenly Father. 

Fourthly, Hence it s that all the dangers, yea and death it ſelf, comes by Gods 
appointment : No ſooner or later, nor no other waies then be hath decreed. 
Thus David comforted himſelf, that though his enemies plotted againſt him, yer 
hy times Were in Gods hand ; and to God ado belong the if nes of death, Plal. 68.20, 
So that it lyeth not in the power of all thy enemies, co kill thee when they will. 
David did often acknowledge this, Thatiit was God, who did preſerve him in all 
his crouble, For you muſt know, that this is a truth in Divinity , howſoever 
. Arminians 


- »Y 


11s 


WES 
= 


29s Ms - 
[ 


The ſcveral 
| waies by 
which God 
-preſerveth his 
people in ſafe- 


ty, 


The Godly Mans Choice_, 


Arminians and otkers, have arraigned it for falſe-hood ; T hat God bat b ſer the 
term of a mans life immoveable, beyond Which he canmt live, and te which he ſhall 
attais ; Asalſo, All the means bringing it about ; Even thoſe things that ſeem to 
be the moft caſual and accidental. Tb ſpeaks this truth evidently, Chap. 14. 5. 
God had appointed bis moneths and ks dates, ſo that he cannot paſſe the buunas, Yet 
this is not to be underſtood, as if hereby a fatal neceffity were introduced, that 
if he be ſick, he need not uſe Phyſick to prolong life. Not upon that ground 
which the Stoick ſaid, S; fatale rf? nt convaleſcat, fatale etiam oft ut medica ads 
hibeat ; If it be the deſtiny to be well, it will be the deſtiny to call for the Phyſi- 
cian ; but becauſe Gods Decree duth tnclade in 1t the meanes. So that we muſt lay, 
God bath appointed in the uſe of meanc:, to proleng ſuch a mans life, viz. Hezthiah's 
pineteen y«ars longer. It's true, the Scripture faith, The Wicked ſhall nor live out 
half their daies ; but that is in reſpeR of their hopes andexpecations, asalſo in 
reipc& of the ordinary courſe of nature. Many. men by their wickedneſſe do 
ſhorcen their daies, in reſpec of ſecond cauſes. Therefore do not finfully fear 
this or that will kill thee, tor thy times are in Gods hand, and he hath appointed 
the period of any godly mans lifein much mercy, becaule they have done their 
work ; and to preſerve them from great cvils ro cone. | 

Theſc things premiled, let us cor ſider the ſeveral Waies by Which God preſerveth 
hzs preple in [afety. 

And one remarkeable way , 1s, By refraining and keeping them jr-m ſuch 
counſels-2r ations that may bring death and aznger. | Do WE Nnot ſee raſhneſle, es 
ſpecially drunkenneſſe and other vices, which make men bold, are the caule of 
many a mans death ? God therefore keeps his people ina ſober and wel-adviſed 
way. Why isit ſaid, That Wicked men ſhall not live ent half their aaies, but thac 
the ungodlineſſe of men doth bring them to untimely deatlis? Yea, we read 
of that good King fofiab, whoſe death was ſo much lamented, that ke broughc 
it upon bim by raſhn: ſle,and foolifh temerity ; for he would unneceſſarily go and 
fight with Pharach King of Necks; and though he was ſo ſeriouſly adviſed to che 
contrary, yet he wouſd adventure to his ruine, 2 Chren.35. David himſelf, by his 
own unbeiiefand ſinne, did bring himſelf into danger. And in the matter of 
Achiſs, when he was forced to feign himſelf mad ; but alwaies while he was in 
Gods way, every thing proſpered with him. Therefore Gods mercy is eſpecially 
ſeen to the godly,in that he makes them keep Within their cali: 7 and bounds; and 
that is a ſafe way, If you obſerve, you ſhall find the greateſt dangers befall 
men out of their Calling. They go beyond their bounds, ard then they ſmert 
for it. The Bird i ſafeſt, while ſhe is on her Neſt. Therefore when the Devil 
tempted our Saviour fo throw himſelf down the Pinacie of the Temple, he 
anfwerdd, T hox ſhalt not temp: Ged, Aat.q 7. The Devil left out that paſſage, 
T hou Wilt keep kim in all is Waies, A man muſt be in bis Calling, and doing his 
duty. 1's trne ind: ed, God for wiſe and juſt ends, may bring ſuddain exerciſes 
upon his own people, while doing their duty: And God doth nor alwaies keep them 
in ſafety ; violent death,and other dangers have befallen them as well as the wick- 
ed ; biteven then God doth order thoſe paſſages for their good. 

Secondly, Ged preſerveth them from theſe caſual ard accidental evils, Which as 
riſe ſo antxpeFtedly, that ne mans Wiſdeme can prevent them. God hath the ſu- 
preme ordering and governing of all things ; even thoſe things that we judge the 
greateſt caſualty and chance,they are wiſely determined by God. In that paſſige 
where a man is ſuppoſed to becutting of a tree with an Axe,and the helve fall of, 
ahd kill a man, that accident is ſaid ro come from God, and he is faid to give 
ſach a man into his hand, Exod. 21. 13-.compared with Dear.195. Now con- 


fider how many thouſand caſualties happen in the world , of killing of men, of 
Houſes and Towns burnt : and herein we muft acknowledg the goodnefle of God 
to us; for that which hath befallen another,might as well befall thee, but that God 
prevents it. 


Thirdly, 
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Ttar dly, Ged preſerverb Wender/ully, in changing and alter;xg, or Working #p= 
o# th: L:artsof men ; ſorh1t thuugh otherwiſe they would, yet Ged ſo binds wp their 
hearts. that they ſail not ao thee any miſchief. Did not Saul for many years to» 
eethur, fucy to take away Davia's life, yet he couldnotdo ir? Was not 
£/1n a'l; purpoted to kill Facob, yer God wholly changed his heart, and 
thac whes he had a fair opportunity ? And how remarkeable is that paſſage of 


Jebs/aphar, who when in the Battell was raken by his enemies, and they ready 
ro kill tum, yet he cryed wnro the Lord, and God moved their heart to depart from 
h:m,2 Chron. 18. 31. So in 4bethievings and rebberiesin the world, it's God 
har diverts men from deſigning and doing miſchief to ſuch Families. Whilethe 
peupie of 1/rael went up to keep their Feaſt at Ferz/alem, he ordered mens hearts 
ſe, That noze ſhould defire their L and, E x0. 34.24-+ 

Uſe of Thankfutneſſe to God in all theſe common Preſervations: Every 
day, every morning and evening , thou haft cauſe cto-'wonder at his Power 

and Goodneſs under all thy temptations: Whar befalls another, God 
celis thee, what might come to thee. ON, therefore do not take 
thy life and health God giveth thee, and ſpend it upon the 
Devils ſervice | Remember, Thou liveft upon Gods 
mercy , if he withdraw for a moment , 
any ſuddain evil may fall 
upon thee. 
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Admiration. 


F Admiration of Ainiſters 


()-- When /infull p48 


How -Afﬀictions effelf good 1» Z 
man p.179,181 


AfMictions. 


Agreement. 


The Motive of Agreement, 5s _ 


neſſe 
Agreement anioug the Wicked ea 7A 
broken, doth not alwaies denote a true 
Charch P.41 
Preteflants Agree in Fundamentals p.41 


. 
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B 
Babes. 
Abes in Chriſt P.5 | 
Babes direfted p.8 
Backbyting. 
Of Backbyting , P-35 
Building, 
God's people are his Building p.118 
The Scripture s the foundation of this 
Building P-141 
Of a two-fold Building #poy the founda- 
tion p.ibid. 


ES 
ENDED ES 


How a Miniſter miſt take heed how he 


builds ox the foundation p-142 
Of th:rr Building Gold, Silver, Precs- 
ons Stoxes P-157 
Boaſting. 
| Of Boaſting i» men p.265 
See Glorying. 
C 
Carnall. 


Arnall,ts ſeveral pgnifications p.5 
In What ſenſe a godly man may be 


{aid to be Carnall P.21I 
Ceremonies. . 
Of Ceremonies P.II 


Cauſes. 


Cauſes of Grace, Principal- and Subore 


adinate p-59 
Prixcipal, the Miniſtry . p.68 
Efficient, the Spirit of God. ibid, 

Church. 
The Churches Duties p.20 
Of Church- Government p.84 
Of the Holineſſe of Churches p.118 
T he matter of a Church ibid. 


T he Church ef God « his Temple p.193 

T he Churches Priviledges,R elations and 

Titles, ſkould be a ſpur to duty 
Hhh 2 


ibid. 
The 


An Alphabetical 
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Chriſt. 


Chriſt juf ly exalted 
"© As the Foundation 
> Chrift may be ſinfuly ſet up, an 


9. 
& ® 


3 pphatis «to preach Chrift p.145,153 
The Godly , and all they can do, are 


Chriſts 
Chriſtians. 


Chriftians ſhould live as thoſe that are 


more then meer men 


Contention. 


Contentions argue men to be ſo farre 


Carnal 


P-33 
Conrentions are two-fold, Good, Evil 
p.34,36,37 
| P- 34 * 
Centers P-35,36 


T he cauſe of ſinful rife 

T he Effett. Civil, 
of it, #n\ Relsg099 

The Aggravations of this fnxe 


T he Churches | Riches enumerated 


JI 


Damnation. 


Of Damnation 


Death. 


Death,the gealy mans advantage P.282 


Deacon. 
Deacon, the Word uſed diver ſly 
Defile. 


Defilers of Gods Temple With corrupt 


Dottr1ine 


Difference. 


Difference between Chriſtian and Chri- 
fan, in reſpet of *heir Knowledge and 
|  P-5-22, 


Graces 


P. 222 


| 


Table. 
Diſcipline. Z 
p.270 p 
Diſcipline, how ſevere in the Primitive 
. Fomes . P.7 
p.21,145 Diviſions, 


The/ad E felts of Diviſions p.99 
Dire&ion for Times of Diviſion ibid. 


D:fficulty. 


The difficulty of the ſulvatisn of thoſe 
that are moſt god:y P.192 


Divinity. 
Divinity contains a two- fold Matter : 


I, Fundamentals; aud 2.Concluſions 
from them, 


E 
Enereaſe. 
TY Encreaſe and ſucceſſe of preachs 
Ing jrom God p.86 
Ende. 


Of corrupt Ends in a Mixifter, and goed 
Eads p.63,64 


Envy. 


Envy, the Word uſed in 4 good d 
iz 4 bad (tuſe £04 ſenſe, an 


+2 
It"s a fruit of the fleſh 96- 
Its Degrees p.26 
Its Objett p27 
Its Subject p p.28 
Its Aggravations p.29 
Its Remedies p.32 
How differenced from 2441. p32, 
Errour. 


Errour, Confiderations about it p.142, 
| &c. 
Errours are Hay and Stubble, though 
net Fundamental p.IG1 
Men may be erroneous, and not know 
i IGT 

' Errours 


4 


An Alphabetical Table, 


Errours,Greater, Leſſer 
Why called Hay and Stubble 
| Tts ſecret Waies ſhall be made mavifeſt 


P-121,161 


p.169 
May indanger ſalvation p.189 
Its Cauſes G  p.169 
Defile Geds Church p.217 
Erronequs times ſad times P.174 


How God Will puniſh the erroneous 
p.186,219 

How farre a. goaly man may erre , axd 
how a godly man erring, differeth from 

4 Wicked man p.220 


is our unqueſtionable Scriptart-Founda» 

tions 

L The Matters tobe believed, viz. The 
Scriptare 1 the only Founaation of onr 
Fairh p-125,126. 

How carefull Miniſters fpenld be te build 
iruth upon that 'Foundatiw Pp.141 

Foxr rotten Foundations : The Authoe 
rity of the Church, , Magiftrate, Ene 
thuſiaſme, Meer humane Reaſon 


P.127 

II. The Wor ſhip and weeſſary Service of 
God p.129 
How neceſſary it i ibid. 


It muſt have a Divine Command p.131 
T hree rctten Foundations is worſhip 
idid. 
III. The things to be done by w p.125 
Thi Foundation of Prattice , conſiſts 
in 
I. 1t's Divrelltory, Gods Word. 
2. The }uſtification of our Perſons. 
3. A receiving power from Chriſe. 
4. A renewed and ſanttified Nature 
:  pal33 
T he neceſſity of this Foundation p. 134. 
Four rotten Foundations that men build 
pon, inn reference to praftice ply 
How Chriſt is the Foun- 
dation 


The Difference between Errour and He- 
reſre p.190 
See Doctrines. 

Eternal. 

Of Eternal Damnation. 

F 

Family, 

F Family-D aries . P.3 
See Relations. : 
Fickdveſſe P.3.4,13 
Swcb as they are , ſuch # the Common- 
Wealth p.14 
Faith, 

Faith, Its emnency p.70 
Nature and Atts p.71 
Its Foundation, viz.the Scripture p.126 
Effetts - P-72 


K noweth its ground Why, though it com- 
prehend not the mattay believed p71 
1; the Inſlrument of Sanftification, as 
Well as of 7 uftification P.72 


Fundamental. 


Of Fundamentals p.2 
T he ignorance of them, lamentable p.2 


How the «Apoſtles the 245 Kc 
Foundation 


Fool. 


Wiſe men after the fleſh, are fools p.229 
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G . 
Glory. 


PT Degree: of Glory p.101, 105 
Of Glorying 5» wen : The fenful» 


Reduced to ſeveral Heads p 14 
Are eaſie p.15 
Knowledge of them neceſſary tbid. | 


Foundations, 


poundations 5 Religion carefully ts be 
] | *.. P.129 


laid 


eſſe of this ſunt p.261 

And how many Waies that uu done ibid. 
See Boafting. 

Godly, 

Their Chara@eriſtical Priviledges 

| . P-155,26S 

of Godlinefſe #n the power of it p.42, 

| 10g 


Grace, 


Ay Alphaberical Table, 


| Heaven. 


Grace. 
Heavens Happs 
Free Grace to be exalted and praiſed, eine 
and how p.121 Houſhold- Duties. 
why the godly are ſo ſenſible of free See Family. 
race p.123 ; | 
Impediments of this duty P-124 Houſe: 


Goſpel, Gods People are his Houſe p.I13 
Of the Material Houle of Ged p.117 
Goſpel, how great 4 mercy to 4 people | See Churches, 

P-79 


Husbandry. 


Government, 
| Goas People are his Husbandry 


Of Government is the Church P.120 | Phat that {mplicth 


— _— — 


Growth in Grace. 


Growth in Grace ad Knowleag, $4 ] 
ſed p.18,91 | - Ignorance. 


Intenſive, Extenſive ibid. 
| H% the ignorance of people hinders 
the Miniſtry p.2 
2, SR | Igaorance lamented aud 
Sce Principles, «nd Fundamentals. 4 my, : 6 monty __ . 5 
The Eff:6s of Ignorance 


Grounds of Religion. 


__—_ 


H 
Hay. 


Illumination. 


} 


Of the Vlluminatien of the Spirit p.go 


Inconftancy. 


Of building Hay and Stubble p.161 
Hell. 


Inconftancy i» Religion reproved p.18 


Inducements. 


Of Hell | P-222 |: 
| Inducements to Holineſſe p.193 


Hereſie, Heretiques. 
; Infirmities. 
How Gaed Will puniſh Heretiques P.220 
Of the Infirmities of the Saints p 22,23 
Hide: And Why they are not quite freed from 
them p.23,24 
How vain and ſinful to Hide our ſinnes 
P.166,&c, 


K 

Key. 
Of the Key of K nowledge p.9,10. 
Knows 


Holy Ghoſt. 


The Holy Ghoſt #5 Ggd, and _ 
P2Ox,& 
Why called a Spirit. bid. | 
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"Air Above Tb, 


Knowledge. And What theſe ends:ave ibid, 
Muft nit only plant, but Water p.83 
Knowledge of Principles weeeſſary P15 | Cannot Work grate... p.86,94 
Knowicdge of the meaning of Scripture,| That ts faithful hath grounas of comfort 

a gift of the Spirit p.2I0| wnder ſuccefſeleſſe labours p.89 


T he duty of Growth in Knowledge p.83 | Co-workers With God * p.109 
How carefull they ſhould be to lay a good 


DS 467 | © foundation in the hearts of their On 
ers 125 
L How they ſh1ald build #pos the hk 
07 P.126,f0 I16T 


Love. 


OVE praiſed , p 30 Miniftry. 

The only Motive of Love axa A- | x; n 
Ds, & Gatto P33 Miniſtry, The ends and uſe of it 5 ; y 
Its Canſe and End Ibid. | T he great reſþef$ die unto it p.46 
| Tts (weceſſe from God p.86,8C. 94 
Live. | '$ nfficient in its kind , to effett ts' end 
ibid. 

Goaly men do 6nly live p.279 
Sid acr aw lee 0.281 _ = pm Infirumimtal _— of 
_ | Howit sſucha Cauſe. | p.68 
How not p.67 
KM: - The Properties of it, at ſuch a cauſe p.69 
How all are obliged? to attendit. ibid. 
Minifters. Homgo profit by #t | " «0:77 
How bleſſed with increaſe by Ge p.86 


—— — 


Inifters hindered by the incapacity | Is to continue to the end of the World p.6g 


of the People, from Preaching | Why God Will make uſe of it - ibid, 
many excellent ſublime Truths p.2,3 
Wickedne(e, h ow hurtfull to the Chureb | . Miniſterial Gifts: 
P-54 | 

What Prudence 1s requifite in their 
Proeniing 0.9,10 Minter Gifts, #hy all #ot gies 
1n reference te the capacity of the pt Tags adverſity of gifts, yet all Pty 

ers p:2,3, 

agree in one .97 
iWork i two fold, viz. Teach, Govern whether from the Ho 4h Ghoſt _ og -- 


P.9, 10, 
Auſt divide the word aright p. 9: | The ena of hem. 27; Þ-@FÞE 


Are not ſinfully to be admired, and how | ; 
that i done -P.48 Merrit, See Reward. 
What hurt $4atan doth by ba ones P.54 : _ 
In What caſes they may praiſe them= Members. 
ſelves p.137 
Muſt preach no new Diltrixe p.139| Members of. the viſe Church, Whe 
Inſt preach, Chriſt the Foundatias | ined .6 
P.145 | Diftingwiſved 
How Servants to the Charch, and nd © IS = 
208 P.271 
Faithfull ſeek not to Win people to theme | 

ſelves,but to Chriſt P-63 | Man according.to man, ſeveral fignifice- 
May preach from a corttupt ed, or a good | tions of that phraſe - P.42 
end ibid. | T live 4s men, What that a 5 P43 
} Meape Ss, 
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Meanes. 
16 all 


Meanes of Grace alwaies needſul 
p.34 


Manifeſt 
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An Alphabetical Table. 
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Manifeft : 4/ fine, though zever ſo ſe> 
cret, foal be made manifeſt p.165 
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N 


Name. 
Ame: Of peoples being called by 


Church 
The Names that Chriftiaus have been 
called by in ſeveral Ages 5O, &c. 
#pbat hart the Devil doeth the Church by 
' rhe Names 4nd efteem of men p.54 


New : No New Dottrine tobe expetied 


cC 
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Order. See G overnment] 
Ordinances. | 


Rdinances : The finne of negleZ- 
I ing ther P61 


- Officers. See Miniſters. 
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Papiſts, 
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Apifts « ſuch, have bnt a humane 
blind Faith + P.53 


Perſetionifts Confuted © p.8,22 
. on > ; | 


| 


| 


| the Names of ewinen; men 57: the | 
P-50 | Prefence : 


| 


Pr aYcre. 
Prayer for Gods Direfting Minifters 
P.12 


Praiſe. 


Praife: In What caſes Minifters or 0« 
thers may praiſe themſelves p.137 


Preaching. 


Preaching : One manner of preaching 
cenſured, and ancther commended 
p.10 


Preſence. 


Of Gods preſence With his 
Chnrch p.200 
Pride. 
| Pride : Of pride P. 34 


Principles, 


Principles of Religion firſt to by laid 


Fi 
Reduced to ſeveral hrads 4 74 
Ave eaſie p.15,17 
Noceſſary p.15 
Priviledpes. 

Priviledges of the Church, and every 
Believer p.265 
Are Obligations to duty I93 

Profit. 

Profit : Rales or helpes ro profit by the 

Mniftry P.77,88,93,96,112 
Prateftant. 

Proteſtants agree in Fundamentals p.4.1 

Whence ſo called = Ws 


Providence. 


Providences ; AZ Providences for the 
good of the godly p.286 


Prudence. 


_— — 


An Alphaberical Table. 
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Prudence, 


Prudence requiſite in a Miniſter, in 
| preaching ſuch matter, and in| 


ſuch a manner 4s « for the peoples 


good p-9 
Planting. 
Planting the Goel p.80 
Puniſhment, 


Punifhment of LZefſe, and of Senſe. 


P-223,224 
Purgatory, 


Purgatory, An Argument againſt it 
from the great Text brought for it 
P-177 


— ———  ———— 
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* os $ee Contention. | 
| | 


R. 


Reformation. 


Eformation of the Church p.81, 


| Riches. 


Riches : The Charches, Riches exnx- 
merated p.265 


Reward. 


Reward twofold, of Debt and Pres 
miſe P-I0T 
Of Works ' _ p.102 
Eſſential and Accidental p.105 

Lawfull toencourage our ſelves in good 


W p.150 
| Reward of Godlideſſe in this life p.106 
1n the life to come | p07 


T he greatneſſe of the Heaveuly Reward, 
and the vaſt diſproportion that us be- 
tween the Reward and the Work 


175 
Reipning-ſinne. 
Reigning-finne, That Word expli 
cated P.23 
Right. 
Right or Title two-fold Pe264 
Relation. 
Relation=D aties p.3./ 
Reproof. 


p.108 
ReſpeR. 
Reſpet : Of Reſpe& to the Miniſtry 
P.46,47.49 
And how it may degenerate into ſinfull 
Aamiratiou p.48 
O 
Saints. 
Gains, How af things are theirs 
P 265 
Secret, 
Secret: The meſt ſecret ſinues ſhall be 
brought to light p.165 
e Apgravation of ſecret finnes 
p.168 
Self. 


Self=;eekers: 4A lawfull ſelf-ſecking 


.105 


Self-/ecking in «a Minifter, What p. 64, 


65 


Siane. 


Reproof, How to be performed p.12 | Sinfe: Of thelinnes of the gedly p.12 


| 


1565  S$chiſme, 


Works, from the promiſe of the Re». 
ard 
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An Alphabetical Table. 
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Schiſme, 


Of Schiſme and Diviſion, Civil, Ec- 
clefiaſtical p.38 


Its Nature and Ingredients p.39 
Its Cauſes p.40 
: Slothfullneſs. 


Of Slothfullneſs 5» Religion P.13 
Spirir. 


Spirit, How it Works by and With the 
Word and the Miniſtry thereof 
86 


at» 


P 

T he ſignification of the Word When 

tributed to God 

Its awelling in the Saints p.205 ,212 

Tis Effelts in the Church p.209,212 
See Holy Ghoſt, 


Spiritual. 
_ Of a ſpiritual an P.7 
| Strife. 
Strife. See Contention. 
Strinels. 
Strineſs i» Converſation, how deSÞiſed 
by the Wiſe men of the world p.241 
Yandicared p-241 


Scripture. 


Scripture: 4 plea for its ſimplicity 


P-233 
Its ſufficiency. _ p.139 
The only Forndation of our Faith 
P.126 

Stedfaftneſs. 
Stedfaſtneſs iz the Faith p.83 


; © 
Temple. 


Emple : The w/e of the Word,and its 
ſognificaton p.197 


T 


P.2OI | 


Of Gods Spiritual Temple p-197,226 
| Compared to the material ene p.19 
Believers joyned in a Scripture Way, are 
Gods Temple 220 
' Of the Holineſſe of the Material Tem- 


| ple p.199,226 
| See Church. 
| Thoughts. 

Thoughts ner free p.166 
| Evil thoughts ſhall be brought to light 
p.1 66 

Truth. 
| Truth of Chriſt precions P-157 
Compared ts Gold, &c. ibid, 
Truth zworfold, [ncreated, and Created. 
P.182 


The Efetts of Divine Traths p.183 
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," 
Vanity. 


Anity , How the Word uſed in 
Scripture P-158 


Unity, Union, Diſunion. 


Unity, wot a [ure mark of a Church 


p-41 
In Miniſters preſſed, in Doftrixe 
feltions p 98 


Theſad E fets ef the contrary in Mi 


niſters p.99 
What people fcould ds, When Minis 


fters are divided tbid* 


PE 


W 
Watering. 


Atering by the Word, What 
p.82 


Wiſdome, 
Wiſdome Humane , an exemy to the 


things of Chrift p.230 
B at 
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An Alphabetical Table. 


But a ſhadow, compared with Scrip- | cept and reward P-103 
; ture Wiſdome P-247 | | 
| Contemprible folly before God ibid. | Workers. 
True Wiſdome bat folly in the Worlds | - 
Account : p.:239 How Miniſters are Workers WithGod =» 
! T hings to be believed, hoped for, and to | p.110 i 
be dent, are foolifh t& humene Wiſdome | phy God Will maky uſe of them ibid. 
239. 
True Wiſdome, only in the C kh or | Worſhip. 
Chriftianity - Þ.243 | | = 
. Of the Worſhip of God p.129 

> p Wile men, : 
p | | Word, 


Wiſe men : How God delights to _— : 
wiſe men of the World 4 their own | Word of Ged, how that reclaims from 


craft p-254 ſine and exrour p.179 2 
T he beſt of their thoughts vain P257 Of a durable nature p.182 4 
| Wicked. World. 
| Wicked people ſpoken to p.8,19,20,46, | World, How it 4 the godly mans p-275 
| 47,70,77,104,166,167, RO 
Wicked Works, though never ſo ſecret, 
ſoall be brought to light p.165 | F 4 
Workes. Zeal. 
All ſhould do goed workes p.102 F# Zeal P.13 2 
s Dorug good workes two-fold ibid. ;  _ 
; What to do @ good work that God Will acs | ISS | 4 
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